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Online violence and harassment disproportionately affect women and girls1. While no Union 
instrument addresses these specific phenomena, several existing instruments and ongoing actions 
are very relevant in combating online violence and harassment. 

Union law includes provisions on the rights of crime victims2, cybercrime3, as well as hate crime, 
racism and xenophobia4. In addition, certain child protection Directives are relevant to cyberbullying5. 
Online violence against women can moreover be addressed under the Istanbul Convention by the 20 
EU Member States who have ratified the Convention so far6. Negotiations on the Union’s accession 
are underway. Finally, the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime7 sets out rules on crimes committed 
via computer networks.

In addition, the Commission undertakes a broad set of activities to close gender gaps in digital skills, 
including on digital capabilities and confidence. It funds projects tackling gender-based online 
harassment under the Rights, Equality and Citizenship programme8, and works with Eurostat and the 
European Institute for Gender Equality to obtain comparable data. A number of awareness-raising 
activities have been undertaken, including in social media9. 

Through its Mutual Learning Programme on gender equality, the Commission facilitates the sharing of 
best practices between the Member States. In 2017, Denmark hosted a seminar on digital sexual 
abuse. Women’s representation in the media was discussed at a mutual learning seminar in France in 
2018. Effectively addressing online violence and harassment of women and girls is of utmost 
importance and therefore remains high on the agenda of the Commission's actions.
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