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Question for written answer E-006216/2018 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 130 

Alex Mayer (S&D) 

Subject: VP/HR - Elections in eSwatini 

In light of the recent elections held on 24 August 2018 in eSwatini (formerly known as Swaziland), 
where political parties were not allowed to take part, there were no campaign rallies and the king 
wields absolute power: 

1. Does the EU believe that the recent national elections in eSwatini were free and fair? 

2. Does the EU believe that amendments to the Suppression of Terrorism Act and the Public 
Order Bill in eSwatini bring these items of legislation into conformity with the country’s 
obligations under international human rights law? 

3. Will the EU call on the United Nations Human Rights Council to take action on eSwatini in the 
light of serious human rights violations in the country? 


