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Subject: Discrepancies in flat-rate phosphate excretion figures between Belgium and the 
Netherlands

On average, the Netherlands uses higher flat-rate phosphate excretion figures for dairy cattle than the 
neighbouring Member State Belgium.

1. Is the Commission aware that in the Netherlands1 phosphate excretion rates are assumed to 
be higher than in Belgium2?

2. In view of the above, what action will the Commission take to ensure a level playing field for 
dairy farmers in the Union, particularly for Dutch dairy farmers in relation to their Belgian 
counterparts?

3. Would it therefore also be permissible for the Dutch authorities in future to apply the same 
standards and parameters as Belgium, and will the Netherlands therefore be able to keep further 
below the agreed ceiling for phosphate production from dairy farming3?

1 Mestbeleid 2018, tabel 6 - January 2018 (RVO, 2018): https://www.rvo.nl/sites/default/files/2018/01/Tabel-6-
Stikstof-en-fosfaatproductiegetallen-per-melkkoe-2018.pdf

2 Normen en Richtwaarden 2018, version of January 2018 (Vlaamse Land Maatschappij,2018): 
https://www.vlm.be/nl/SiteCollectionDocuments/Publicaties/mestbank/bemestingsnormen_2018.pdf

3 As the Netherlands had initially anticipated, according to its communications to the Commission in 2017, that, 
by way of provision for problematic and seriously problematic cases, a number of phosphate rights would be 
withheld when the system was launched on 1 January 2018 in order to ensure that assignment of rights 
would not undermine the environmental objective of the phosphate rights scheme (under the Nitrates 
Directive and the Sixth Action Programme). Afterwards, the Dutch authorities informed the Commission that 
there was no longer any buffer in the scheme because of the phosphate rights that had been wrongly granted 
to non-dairy farms. In many problematic and seriously problematic cases, the farms concerned are ones that 
have been brought into line with the latest climate and environmental objectives of the Union and of the 
Netherlands using resources or funding from the Union (which in some cases has even been done directly by 
Union institutions) – dairy farms equipped for extremely sustainable production.


