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Subject: Protection of groundwater resources in Slovakia - toxic landfill in Vrakúň

At a meeting of the PETI Committee on 20 February 2019 concerning Petition No. 1498/2016 on the 
protection of groundwater resources in Vrakúň, Slovakia1, the Commission reported that groundwater 
had not been identified as being at risk. The Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic 
writes, with a view to remediating the environmental burden caused by the landfill, about the need to 
eliminate serious groundwater contamination in the vicinity. However, the proposed measures appear 
incomplete and provisional. 

The project documentation contractor for the remediation was selected through market research, and 
the remediation was selected without considering alternatives. The Ministry’s working group did not 
address the issue of selection of the best option, but only the assessment of the selected remediation 
project. 

A cloud of toxic chemicals2 extends more than 5 km into the area surrounding the most vital drinking 
water reservoir in Central Europe, the Žitný Ostrov Protected Water Zone. 965 substances have been 
detected in groundwater samples3. The Ministry wants to purify toxic water using mobile cleaners, but 
has not provided information on how this will be done. No environmental impact assessment for 
groundwater recharge systems has been launched, and there is no estimate of the amount of 
contaminated water to be remediated. Continuous groundwater treatment will need to be carried out 
for decades, meaning that technical and financial efficiency are vital in the remediation work. 

Does the Commission consider the objectives presented by Slovakia and their implementation to be 
adequate? 

How did the Commission conclude that the groundwater in question in the Žitný Ostrov Protected 
Water Area is not at risk?

1 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/PETI/CM/2018/01-
22/1132229SK.pdf

2 http://www.region-bsk.sk/SCRIPT/ViewFile.aspx?docid=10070667
3 including chlorinated hydrocarbons, phenolic compounds, benzothiazole-based rubber chemicals and 

pesticides


