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Question for written answer E-001444/2019
to the Commission
Rule 130
Csaba Molnár (S&D)

Subject: The Hungarian Government's attacks on the independence of the judiciary

In spite of international protests, the Hungarian Government continues its attacks on the 
independence of Hungary’s judiciary. These are happening on three fronts. Cases concerning the 
legality of measures introduced by public authorities are being taken away from the existing courts by 
the new administrative courts, which are under the direct control of the Minister of Justice. This raises 
serious questions about the possibility of seeking any kind of redress. The plan has been harshly 
criticised by the Venice Commission. Tünde Handó, President of the National Office for the Judiciary, 
has been given unbridled power in managing the courts. The National Judicial Council has issued a 
decision stating that she was using her power unlawfully. Her practice of making politically-motivated 
appointments which lack transparency are repeatedly causing scandals. Most recently, the President 
of the District Court of Budapest (a Handó appointment) urged colleagues to leave the Hungarian 
Association of Judges, which represents the interests of judges, at a regional meeting of judges. For 
emphasis, he distributed a list of several dozen judges’ names and tax numbers – the Association’s 
members. 

I would like to ask the Commission the following: 

Is the plan to establish administrative courts compatible with the rule of law? 

Is it permissible for the head of a judicial service to obtain and use judges’ personal data in order to 
undermine the protection of judicial interests and put political pressure on judges? 

With regard to the Sargentini Report adopted by the EP and the position of the Venice Commission 
referred to above, what action will the Commission take to rectify the measures taken by the 
Hungarian Government which jeopardise the rule of law in that country?


