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Subject: Conversion of the Sesto San Giovanni incinerator

Now that CAP Holding has taken over the investee company CORE Spa, the Sesto San Giovanni 
incinerator is to be ‘converted’. 

This work1, in which the object is not to take the incinerator out of service, is at odds with the 
Lombardy Regional Council guidelines set out in the resolution2 of 28 November 2013 on the regional 
waste management programme, which called on the Regional Government to draw up 
decommissioning scenarios and criteria for incinerators, taking into account that the quantity of 
regional urban waste residue being produced was gradually falling. 

In its answer to question E-003357/2015 the Commission pointed out  that, under Recommendation 
2001/453/EC, companies had to set aside decontamination costs where appropriate. That obligation 
was intended to ensure that information about the financial position and results of individual 
companies would be brought to public notice; it was not meant to steer environmental policies. 

Constructed in 1966, before the agreement between CAP and CORE, the incinerator was 
approaching the end of its life. The costs set aside for its decommissioning, which has been 
superseded by the ‘conversion’ work, were not announced at the public meetings organised by the 
backers of the project. 

The environmental and socio-economic benefits of the alternatives to the project in question, for 
example decommissioning of the incinerator, have not been assessed in the light of their costs. Is this 
failure compatible with EU law?

1 The new facility will comprise two production lines. The first will use the sludge, 14 100 tonnes a year, 
produced by the CAP Holding purifying plants (one of which adjoins the incinerator) to generate 11 120 MWh 
of heat a year for district heating and produce phosphorus as a fertiliser. The second will process an annual 
volume of 30 000 tonnes of wet waste (FORSU) for biomethane production (http://biopiattaformalab.it).

2 http://www.consiglio.regione.lombardia.it/wps/portal/crl/home/leggi-e-banche-dati/Atti-di-indirizzo-e-
controllo/Dettaglio-atto-di-indirizzo-e-controllo?tipoatto=RIS&numeroatto=9&idlegislatura=30


