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On 20 September 2019, the Council discussed1 how to decarbonise transport, with a view to 

ensuring that the EU will meet its climate commitments under the Paris Agreement. The debate 

followed the European Council meeting on 20 June 20192, where the Council and the Commission 

were invited to 'advance work on the conditions, the incentives and the enabling framework to be 

put in place so as to ensure a transition to a climate-neutral EU in line with the Paris Agreement 

[…]'. At the same meeting, leaders agreed on a new strategic agenda for 2019 to 2024, which sets 

out four main priorities for the EU, including 'building a climate-neutral, green, fair and social 

Europe'.

Furthermore, the Parliament and Council have already adopted several initiatives that are very 

important for the decarbonisation of the transport sector, such as the Clean Vehicles Directive3, the 

CO2 standards for cars and vans4 and the decision to allow the construction of more aerodynamic 

truck cabs5.

1 ST 11140/19
2 EUCO 9/19
3 Directive (EU) 2019/1161 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2019 

amending Directive 2009/33/EC on the promotion of clean and energy-efficient road 
transport vehicles (OJ L, 188, 12.7.2019, pp. 116-130)

4 Regulation (EU) 2019/631 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 April 2019 
setting CO2 emission performance standards for new passenger cars and for new light 
commercial vehicles, and repealing Regulations (EC) No 443/2009 and (EU) No 510/2011 
(OJ L 111, 25.4.2019, pp. 13–53)

5 Decision (EU) 2019/984 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 June 2019 
amending Council Directive 96/53/EC as regards the time limit for the implementation of 
the special rules regarding maximum length for cabs delivering improved aerodynamic 
performance, energy efficiency and safety performance (OJ L 164, 20.6.2019, pp. 30–31)
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In the field of aviation, ICAO adopted the Carbon Offseting Reduction Scheme for International 

Aviation (CORSIA) in June 2018 and the latest ICAO assembly recalled the commitment of 

81 Member States representing 76% of the international aviation activity to implement from 

1st January 2021 the pilot phase of CORSIA. In accordance with ETS directive, within 12 months 

of the adoption of CORSIA relevant instruments and before CORSIA becomes operational, the 

Commission shall present a report to the European Parliament and to the Council in which it shall 

consider ways for CORSIA to be implemented in Union law.

In the maritime sector, having regard the specific constraints of the shipping sector (high volatility 

of assets, wide opening of markets), member states privilege the development of international 

instruments, which are the ones offering the higher guaranty of effectiveness of the measures taken. 

iIn the framework of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), Member States are actively 

supporting a concrete and swift implementation of the initial IMO strategy on reduction of GHG 

emissions from ships, in particular the need to prioritise short-term measures that can achieve GHG 

emission reductions before 2023 and allow GHG emissions to peak as early as possible.

As for the second question, the Honourable Member is invited to put this question to the 

Commission, as it falls within its sphere of competence.


