
EN
E-002834/2019
Answer given by President von der Leyen
on behalf of the European Commission
(24.1.2020)

As announced in the fourth Brexit Preparedness Communication of 10 April 20191 and 
detailed in the sixth Brexit Preparedness Communication of 4 September 20192, existing 
programmes and instruments have been explored by the Commission to design a financial 
package to support the most affected workers, sectors, regions and national authorities, which 
will face significant disruptions in spite of their preparations. This support package will 
exclusively use existing financial resources.

The European Parliament and the Council recently adopted the contingency Regulation3 
amending the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) Regulation. It specifies that 
redundancies resulting from the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the Union without a 
withdrawal agreement fall within the scope of the EGF. The EGF can now respond 
effectively by offering assistance to workers made redundant in areas, sectors, territories or 
labour markets suffering serious economic disruption due to a no-deal withdrawal. The 
amendment does not change the EGF Regulation with regard to other rules on eligibility and 
optimises the use of existing resources.

Regarding the EU Solidarity Fund (EUSF), the Commission proposal4 would allow Member 
States to ask for financial support from the Fund to cover part of their expenses caused by a 
no-deal scenario and incurred between the date of no-deal Brexit and the end of 2020. To 
ensure that the EUSF remains available for natural disasters, under the Commission proposal 
up to half of the available resources under this Fund could be mobilised to cater for situations 
created by the withdrawal of the United Kingdom without an agreement. The other half 
would be reserved for expenses caused by natural disasters.

1 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:52019DC0195&qid=1570443144987&from=EN 
2 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:52019DC0394&from=EN 
3 Regulation (EU) 2019/1796 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 October 2019 amending 
Regulation (EU) No 1309/2013 on the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (2014-2020), OJ L 279I , 
31.10.2019, p. 4.
4 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52019PC0399 
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