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Subject: Lack of reliable and comparable European data regarding violence against women

According to studies on violence against women1, one-third of women in the EU have experienced 
some form of physical and/or sexual violence since the age of 15. More specifically, one-tenth of 
women have experienced sexual violence while one-twentieth have experienced rape2. 

However, there is still a serious shortage of reliable and comparable data on violence against women. 
Furthermore, the lack of a common definition of violence against women and differences in national 
data collection methods are making it harder to obtain comparable data. 

Most women do not report such incidents to authorities and, even when they do, they are not 
systematically written up3. Fear, shame, lack of trust in the authorities and the attitude adopted by 
society towards violence against women are some of the factors that make them reluctant to report 
such incidents. As a result, official European data fails to reflect the full extent of violence against 
women, 

In view of this: 

What steps will the Commission take to encourage women to report acts of violence against them, 
while ensuring that they receive the necessary support, are informed about their rights and have 
effective access to justice? 

How will it ensure that Member States record and effectively investigate the incidents reported and 
that they implement in law and in practice the active obligations stemming from the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union4 and the ECHR5 regarding effective protection for 
victims?  

1 For example: https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2014-vaw-survey-main-results-
apr14_en.pdf and https://ec.europa.eu/justice/saynostopvaw/downloads/materials/pdf/4.pdf

2 In the EU, domestic violence results in around 3 500 deaths annually. In other words, it claims over nine 
victims per day, of which seven are women.

3 Only one-third of female victims report incidents to the authorities. 
See:https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/gender-equality/gender-based-
violence/ending-gender-based-violence_en#collecting-reliable-data-on-gender-based-violence

4 Violence against women is an infringement of their human rights and an extreme form of discrimination, 
entrenched in gender inequalities, which it is helping to perpetuate and reinforce. Gender equality is a 
fundamental value and a key objective of the European Union, as recognised in the Treaties (Articles 2 and 3 
of the Treaty on European Union (TEU), Article 8 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union 
(TFEU) and Article 23 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union). The Charter also 
recognises the right to human dignity, the right to life, and the right to the integrity of the person, and prohibits 
inhuman or degrading treatment, as well as all forms of slavery and forced labour (Articles 1 to 5 of the 
Charter).

5 For example, Article 3 ECHR (see E.M. v. Romania) and Article 8 ECHR concerning the duty of the State to 
protect the physical and psychological integrity of individuals (see Bevacqua and S v. Bulgaria).


