
PE642.461v01-00

Question for written answer  E-003390/2019
to the Commission
Rule 138
Laura Huhtasaari (ID)

Subject: Adherence to the principles of the rule of law in Spain in the trial of those responsible for 
the referendum on Catalan independence

On 14 October 2019, the Spanish Supreme Court imposed severe sentences on the Catalan 
politicians responsible for the 2017 referendum on independence for Catalonia. Although the 
Supreme Court dismissed the charges of fomenting rebellion, the prison sentences that it imposed in 
the case, ranging from 9 to 13 years, may be regarded as very harsh. In addition, under the terms of 
the judgment those convicted will be debarred from political activity in future.

Internationally, the UN and the Council of Europe have been critical of the fact that many of the 
Catalan independence activists who were subsequently convicted had been held in pre-trial detention 
for more than a year before the trial, without being given any proper opportunity to appeal against that 
detention. International human rights bodies have also raised doubts as to whether the number of 
people accused of responsibility for the referendum on Catalonia’s independence was artificially high 
for political reasons. As regards the length of the sentences imposed on the Catalan separatists, 
attention should also be drawn to Article 49(3) of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, stipulating 
that the severity of penalties must not be disproportionate to a criminal offence.

The Commission and the European Parliament have indicated their concern about the state of 
democracy and the rule of law in Hungary and Poland by launching rule-of-law procedures under 
Article 7 TEU against the countries concerned. The credibility of the rule-of-law procedure can only be 
guaranteed if it is applied equally to all Member States.

In view of the active approach displayed by the Commission, in conjunction with the European 
Parliament, in launching rule-of-law procedures against Hungary and Poland and in the light of the 
flaws in the trial of those responsible for the referendum on independence for Catalonia, will the 
Commission investigate whether the Spanish State infringed the European Convention on Human 
Rights, Article 49(3) of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU or other international obligations 
incumbent on Spain in the trial of the Catalan separatists and, if necessary, initiate the rule-of-law 
procedure under Article 7 TEU?


