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Subject: Threat of dwindling population in Greece and need for new Commission initiatives

According to a Greek Parliament report, it is estimated that Greece’s population will have fallen by 2.4 
million in 2050 1 . Already deaths have exceeded births in Greece for the eighth year in succession. 
The average age of the population is increasing, while the active population is decreasing 
continuously 2 . This ageing of the population is showing no signs of coming to a halt but is, on the 
contrary, expected to become even more rapid up to 2050 3 .

The economic crisis, poverty, unemployment, insecurity, uncertain job prospects and the migration of 
young people are aggravating an already critical situation.

The fact is that

young workers bolster the economy, increase productivity and support the health, insurance and 
pension systems.

However, the economic crisis has driven tens of thousands of qualified young people away from 
Greece, making matters worse.

In view of this:

1. How will the Commission assist Member States such as Greece in dealing with acute 
demographic depletion and halting the brain drain?

2. Will it make further efforts to provide incentives for young people, helping them achieve a more 
satisfactory work-life balance, accompanied by better career prospects and family benefits 4 ?

3. Will it earmark new types of funding for countries such as Greece that are already in severe 
financial straits and coming under further demographic pressure as a consequence of fiscal 
adjustment?

1 See Parliament of Greece Report of the Interparliamentary Committee on Population Statistics Αthens 2018. 
Similarly, according to EUROSTAT data, the population is projected to fall from 10.759 million in 2016 to 
7.660 million in 2070.

2 See Εuropean Commission Economic and Financial Affairs «The 2018 Ageing report/ Institutional Paper 
079». Luxembourg Μay 2018.

3 In 2050, the percentage of over-65s and over-85s in the total Greek population (20.9% and 2.8% respectively 
in 2015) is expected to rise to between 30.3% and 33.1% and between 4.9% and 6.5% respectively, while the 
percentage of young people under 14 and under 18 years of age is expected to fall from from 14.8% to 12.0% 
and from 19% to 15.4% respectively.

4 According to the Hellenic Society of Perinatal Medicine, Greece has the highest abortion rate in Europe and 
the third-highest in the world, that is to say around 250 000 abortions annually.


