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Subject: Creating the role of a European Ombudsman for the official languages of the Union

Under Regulation No 1 of 15 April 1958 determining the languages to be used by the European 
Economic Community, the European Union has 24 official languages. In practice, the official 
languages are not treated equally, and one alone dominates: English. In 2014, some 81% of 
Commission documents were drafted in English. Almost all the videos and infographics on the 
Commission’s website are in English, while seven DGs have websites solely in English and nine have 
a site which is almost exclusively in English. On social media, all institutions except Parliament have 
only their name in English and communicate in English 1 .

This situation represents a serious breach of equality between the official languages of the Union and 
between European citizens, as it benefits English-speaking European citizens. Consequently, in order 
to address the situation, and taking inspiration from the reports by Berat Joan i Marí MEP 2 and the 
French Senator Jacques Legendre 3 , does the Commission plan to bring forward an act creating the 
role of a European Ombudsman for the official languages of the Union, based on the model of 
Canada’s Commissioner of Official Languages 4 ?

1 Secretariat-General for European Affairs, 2015 report to Parliament on language practices in the workings of 
the European institutions, p. 92 and pp. 98-99.

2 Report by Berat Joan i Marí on a new framework strategy for multilingualism, drawn up on behalf of 
Parliament’s Committee on Culture and Education and adopted on 23 October 2006.

3 Report No 258 by Jacques Legendre, drawn up on behalf of the Cultural Affairs Committee of the French 
Senate, on respect for linguistic diversity in the workings of the European institutions.

4 The responsibilities of Canada’s Commissioner for Official Languages include taking all the necessary steps 
to achieve the objective of equality of the official languages of Canada in the Canadian Parliament, 
Government and Federal Administration and the institutions subject to the law on the official languages.


