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Subject: Commission to call for reliable and comparable data from Member States regarding 
missing children

According to the Missing Children Europe federation, a child goes missing in the EU every two 
minutes. Unfortunately, however, the full extent of the problem, which may be attributed to abuse, 
violence, crime, neglect, conflict or poverty, is difficult to assess, mainly because of the lack of reliable 
and comparable data. A 2013 Commission survey 1 pointed to a lack of uniform data collected in each 
Member State and called on them to keep reliable statistics and take measures to facilitate 
comparative analysis.

It must be remembered that

the CFREU and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child require ‘the best interests of the child’ 
to be paramount when measures are taken in this area.

Furthermore, the problem of children going missing is not confined to national borders and must 
therefore be addressed by means of European support structures, exchanges of best practice, 
coordinated cross-border cooperation  2 and reliable comparable data on the exact number of missing 
juveniles.

In view of this:

1. Can the Commission say which of the recommendations to Member States have not so far been 
implemented?

2. What steps has it taken to ensure the compilation of reliable and comparable data by Member 
States?

3. What measures is it taking to ensure that Member States meet their responsibilities when it 
comes to raising awareness of the problem, deployment of the necessary resources and the 
provision of effective missing children hotlines?

1  https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/655b34ad-341b-4348-9e3b-38741ff40f23/language-
en/format-PDF/source-93365345.

2 Τhe Commission has called on the Member States, as a matter of urgency, to step up efforts to jointly tackle 
various forms of organised crime, including child trafficking, to combat impunity, and to ensure the swift 
prosecution of perpetrators, be they EU or non-EU nationals. European Parliament resolution 
P8_TA(2018)0201


