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Subject:	Improving road and rail freight transport conditions at EU external borders
Substantial problems exist at the EU’s external borders concerning freight transport by rail and especially by road, with trucks having to wait hours – sometimes even days – before they are allowed to enter/exit EU territory due to customs and other control procedures.
These circumstances are creating inhumane working conditions for the truck drivers and causing additional delays, CO₂ emissions and costs, none of which assists the EU’s climate and social goals.
This situation is especially unjustified at EU borders with EU candidate countries, which should not be treated in the same way as other third countries given their Stabilisation and Association Agreements with the EU. Moreover, the anticipated changes in the enlargement policy also aim to provide substantial benefits for the candidate countries in the Western Balkans region. Easier freight transport could become one of those tangible benefits.
Given the substantial role it plays in the free movement of goods, transport and enlargement policies, does the Commission intend to develop measures that would tackle this very concrete problem of freight transport between the EU and the Western Balkan candidate countries?
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