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Subject: Failure of the European Green Deal to mention building using wood and the bioeconomy

In December 2019, the Commission published a Communication on the European Green Deal. In the 
new ambitious climate programme, the bioeconomy – which is key to climate action – and, as part of 
it, construction using wood, is almost entirely overlooked.

In its Communication ‘A Clean Planet for All’ (2018), the Commission set out its vision of how the EU 
could achieve climate neutrality by 2050. The Communication also took into account the key role of 
the bioeconomy in responding to climate change. According to the Communication, biomass can be 
used to produce biofuels or biogas and to ‘substitute for carbon intensive materials, particularly in the 
building sector but also through new and sustainable bio-based products such as biochemicals (e.g. 
textiles, bioplastic and composites)’.

The Council of the EU also stated in its conclusions on the updated Bioeconomy Strategy (29 January 
2019) that a sustainable European bioeconomy should be one of the major components for the 
implementation of the European Green Deal. The EU Bioeconomy Strategy, updated in 2018, states 
that wood use can deliver major environmental benefits, for example in the construction sector, 
through the replacement of energy-intensive non-renewable building materials. In January 2020, in its 
resolution on the European Green Deal, the European Parliament called for the effective 
implementation of the EU Bioeconomy Strategy as part of the Green Deal.

I would therefore like to ask the Commission:

1. Why does the Commission’s communication on the European Green Deal hardly mention the 
bioeconomy?

2. Why does the Green Deal make no mention of speeding up building using wood, although the 
use of wood as a building material would produce significant advantages for the climate by 
sequestering carbon for a long time?

3. Does the Commission intend to implement the Bioeconomy Strategy, as called for by Parliament 
in its resolution of 15 January 2020?


