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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgetary 
Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Acknowledges the role of the agencies in supporting Union policies; calls for the broader 
use of this expertise and capacity in the relevant stages of the European Semester policy 
process; emphasises the contribution of the agencies in working towards the targets of the 
Europe 2020 Strategy;

2. Considers that the discussion of the draft annual work programmes and the multiannual 
strategies of the agencies in the committees responsible helps to ensure that the 
programmes and strategies reflect the actual political priorities;

3. Notes the statements in the Commission progress report1 on the implementation of the 
Common Approach on EU decentralised agencies2 and the related Roadmap3; welcomes 
progress in many areas, including a joint handbook on good practices, guidelines with 
standard provisions for headquarters agreements of EU decentralised agencies, guidelines 
on performance budgeting and decentralised agencies, guidelines on the prevention and 
management of conflicts of interest, ongoing work on tailored performance indicators to 
assess the results achieved by Directors of Agencies and structural reform in the proposed 
merger of CEPOL with Europol;

4. Notes that the Commission should continue assessing the possibilities to merge existing 
agencies on the basis of careful impact assessments especially in their administrative and 
financial management; welcomes the fact that this will make it possible to reduce costs 
and calls on the Commission to pay particular attention to ensuring that the rationalisation 
measures should not compromise the valuable contribution of the agencies to policy 
decisions, particularly those related to the challenges of the Europe 2020 Strategy; 
considers that existing good practices of synergies among agencies should maximise the 
purpose of mutual complementarity;

5. Welcomes the progress made in the implementation of the Roadmap, which aims to 
streamline the functioning of the agencies into a more coherent and efficient framework in 
order to improve their efficiency, cost-effectiveness and accountability; welcomes in this 
regard the clarification of the modalities and roles of agencies' internal control functions 
and internal audit services in the revised Framework Financial Regulation, as well as the 
guidelines for agencies' anti-fraud strategies elaborated upon by the European Anti-Fraud 
Office.

1  http://europa.eu/agencies/documents/2013-12-
10_progress_report_on_the_implementation_of_the_common_approach_en.pdf
2  http://europa.eu/agencies/documents/joint_statement_and_common_approach_2012_en.pdf
3  http://europa.eu/agencies/documents/2012-12-
18_roadmap_on_the_follow_up_to_the_common_approach_on_eu_decentralised_agencies_en.pdf
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