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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Emphasises that the post-electoral revision of the multiannual financial framework (MFF) 
is vital and must address the ongoing and new political challenges and priorities facing the 
EU and the Member States, such as high levels of poverty, social exclusion, 
unemployment, inequality and the refugee challenge, so as to ensure that the EU meets its 
targets under the Europe 2020 strategy; underlines that reallocation of funds for 
emergencies is not a sustainable solution; insists that the existing resource commitments 
for achieving the Union’s strategic objectives and greater economic, social and territorial 
cohesion be maintained; requests that the specific MFF ceilings related to employment 
and social policy should be revised upwards and the MFF’s flexibility expanded to be able 
to respond to unforeseen social circumstances;

2. Notes that the ceilings of the current MFF have been exceeded, jeopardising its viability 
for the second half of its cycle; calls on the Commission, therefore, to carry out a genuine 
mid-term revision of the MFF ceilings and of the provisions of the MFF Regulation and to 
take proper account of the findings of the review in order to provide the EU with a viable 
budgetary framework enabling it to achieve its primary goals and bring its major projects 
to a successful conclusion;

3. Underlines that the employment rate in the EU currently stands at 69.2 %, which is well 
below the Europe 2020 target, that unemployment remains especially high among women, 
young people, older workers and disadvantaged groups, and that more than 12 million 
people in Europe are long-term unemployed, representing 5 % of the EU’s active 
population; recalls, in this context, the recently adopted Council recommendation of 15 
February 2016 on the integration of the long-term unemployed into the labour market1, 
which has demonstrated once again the need for strong Union policies and fully adequate 
resources; calls for increased European public and private investment in skills and the 
creation of quality and sustainable employment, including green jobs and jobs in the 
social economy and the social, health and care sector, to be achieved by ring-fencing and 
strengthening the European Social Fund (ESF);

4. Notes that the entire envelope earmarked for the Youth Employment Initiative (YEI) was 
frontloaded in 2014-2015 and that the figures available indicate full absorption to date; 
insists on the continuation of the YEI, whose performance should be analysed and 
assessed as requested under the Joint Statement forming part of the 2016 budget 
agreement and taking into account the report from the Court of Auditors which is 
expected to be completed at the beginning of 2017; insists that the necessary corrections 
be made with a view to improving YEI implementation, in order to ensure that the 
efficiency and effectiveness of these investments is sufficient to achieve the objectives of 
the programme; calls for the resources for this initiative to be provided at least until 2020;

5. Points out that combating youth unemployment is a top priority and calls on the Member 

1OJ C 67, 20.2.2016, p. 1.
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States to promote entrepreneurship and quality apprenticeship among young people as 
mechanisms to encourage job creation and immediate access to employment, while 
ensuring in particular employment protection and adequate social security coverage; 
maintains that the necessary appropriations should be channelled for the purpose of 
encouraging mobility among apprentices, who should accordingly be entitled to benefit 
from Erasmus funding in the same way as students;

6. Notes that new legislation on EURES and the European platform for tackling undeclared 
work will draw on Employment and Social Innovation programme (EaSI) resources and 
insists that a sufficient amount of funding for this programme be ensured in the EU 
budget, without jeopardising the roles assigned to the Progress and Microfinance and 
social entrepreneurship axes of EaSI; calls for the current allocation of 61 % for the 
Progress axis to be maintained, namely for projects and support to Union-level networks 
that promote social inclusion and the fight against poverty;

7. Stresses that the resources of the ESF and the Fund for European Aid to the Most 
Deprived are not sufficient to address the rise of inequality and poverty, the worst 
consequences of the economic crisis on the labour market concerning exclusion of young 
people and the long-term unemployed from this market, and the unprecedented flow of 
refugees; calls on the Commission to increase social policy funding, thus enhancing 
cohesion policy in order to help refugees to integrate into society and enter the labour 
market, while pursuing the EU goals of promoting employment and social inclusion; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission to propose an increase, as necessary, in the ESF allocation 
in the cohesion policy budget as part of the revision of the MFF; insists that no reductions 
in the national envelopes for ESF measures be made and that sufficient cash flow be 
provided annually for payments from the EU budget;

8. Points out that the EU is still far from achieving the Europe 2020 poverty target, which 
highlights that policies in this field have failed, in particular for people in vulnerable 
situations; calls for impact assessments and value-for-money analyses to be carried out in 
order to find the reasons for this failure; draws attention to the fact that 24.4 % of people 
in the EU are at risk of poverty and social exclusion, and that their number has increased 
by five million since 2008; calls, therefore, for an increase in financial aid to social policy 
measures, in order to promote social investment, including in quality social services and 
the social economy; calls on the Commission to consider introducing a minimum share of 
25 % of the ESF for fighting poverty and social exclusion, and to closely monitor that the 
earmarked share is effectively used for this purpose;

9. Draws attention to the huge problem of child poverty in Europe, which is afflicting over 
20 million children (27.8 % in the EU-28 and almost 50 % in certain Member States) 
living in families that suffer daily from lack of income and basic services, such as food 
supplies, housing, education and healthcare; reiterates its call on the Commission and the 
Member States for the establishment of a Child Guarantee, placing children at the centre 
of existing poverty alleviation policies and ensuring the necessary resources for full 
implementation of these policies, and helping parents to get out of social exclusion and 
unemployment through targeted interventions, such as training and skills development;

10. Takes the view that the maximum annual amount available for mobilisation through the 
European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) should at least remain at EUR 150 
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million (2011 prices) as this instrument, despite the fact that it has been underused so far, 
has a huge potential for supporting workers affected by major economic structural 
changes;

11. Underlines that synergies and coordination between all five European Structural and 
Investment Funds, especially between the ESF and the European Regional Development 
Fund (ERDF), and other EU instruments have the potential to enhance the effectiveness of 
these instruments and shall be further developed;

12. Recalls that the EU budget is partly an investment budget with a strong leverage effect 
and can represent a strong tool to increase strategic investments with European added 
value, consistent with an approach aimed at creating sustainable and inclusive growth and 
quality jobs and generating upward social convergence; suggests that the MFF revision 
should consider the impact of the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) on 
existing EU programmes, bearing in mind the importance of those programmes for 
economic development and job creation in particular, while taking into consideration that 
the EFSI has an essential part to play in revitalising investment in Europe;

13. Maintains that investment in research and development is crucially important for the 
competitiveness of the European economy and for job creation; notes, however, that, 
according to the most recent Eurostat figures, R&D investment accounts for just 2.03 % of 
EU GDP, which is well below the Europe 2020 target; urges the Commission, therefore, 
to find a way of fully offsetting the cuts by which the EFSI has been financed at the 
expense of the Horizon 2020 budget;

14. Maintains that the common agricultural policy (CAP) contributes significantly to growth 
and employment, especially in rural areas, and points out that one job in the agricultural 
sector generates seven jobs elsewhere; calls for the amounts entered under MFF heading 2 
to remain unchanged, bearing in mind that the CAP is vitally important for employment; 
points out that the CAP not only helps to reduce farm income volatility, particularly in 
times of crisis, but also helps farmers, including young people, to set up in farming and 
develop their farms, making them profitable, prosperous and a source of direct and 
indirect employment;

15. Considering that 13.1 % of EU 27 GDP has been spent on bank bailouts while the EU 
budget remains at less than 1 %, calls on Member States to ensure the provision of all 
resources necessary to successfully overcome the extreme challenges being faced by the 
EU at present.



PE578.678v02-00 6/6 AD\1095969EN.doc

EN

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION

Date adopted 30.5.2016

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

37
10
0

Members present for the final vote Laura Agea, Guillaume Balas, Brando Benifei, Mara Bizzotto, David 
Casa, Ole Christensen, Lampros Fountoulis, Arne Gericke, Czesław 
Hoc, Danuta Jazłowiecka, Rina Ronja Kari, Jan Keller, Ádám Kósa, 
Kostadinka Kuneva, Jean Lambert, Javi López, Thomas Mann, 
Dominique Martin, Elisabeth Morin-Chartier, João Pimenta Lopes, 
Georgi Pirinski, Terry Reintke, Sofia Ribeiro, Maria João Rodrigues, 
Claude Rolin, Anne Sander, Sven Schulze, Ulrike Trebesius, Marita 
Ulvskog

Substitutes present for the final vote Daniela Aiuto, Rosa D’Amato, Rosa Estaràs Ferragut, Tania González 
Peñas, Richard Howitt, Dieter-Lebrecht Koch, Edouard Martin, Tamás 
Meszerics, Evelyn Regner, Joachim Schuster, Michaela Šojdrová, 
Helga Stevens, Flavio Zanonato

Substitutes under Rule 200(2) present 
for the final vote

Xabier Benito Ziluaga, Jens Geier, Sylvie Goddyn, Andrej Plenković, 
Jasenko Selimovic


