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Amendment  A 

EPP, ECR, ALDE 

Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 8, 10  

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Recognises that REFIT represents a first 

step towards reducing the burden of 

regulation on businesses and eliminating 

barriers to growth and job creation; 

 

1. Recognises that REFIT represents an 

important first step towards simplifying 

legislation and reducing administrative 

burdens of regulation for businesses and 

eliminating barriers to growth and job 

creation;  

 

Or. en 

Amendment  AA 

EPP, ECR, ALDE  

Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 11, 13, 107 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1a 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

 Welcomes the Commission's better 

regulation package and considers it to be 

an important instrument for better 

regulation; Calls for REFIT to focus and 

concentrate on quality legislation and its 

ability to protect and promote the interests 

of EU citizens; Impact assessments should 

also evaluate the social and 

environmental consequences of non-

legislation and its impact on the 

fundamental rights of citizens at EU level; 

Stresses that the improvement of 

regulation should be on the basis of 

quality as well as quantity; 

Or. en 

Amendment  B 

EPP, ECR, ALDE 
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Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 19, 24, 25, 27  

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Supports the Commission’s commitment 

on cutting red tape and better regulation; 

believes that cutting red tape should 

deliver proportionate, evidence-based 

protection for workers, while ensuring 
that businesses can grow, create jobs and 

boost competitiveness; notes that 

deregulation and better regulation are not 

mutually exclusive; 

2.Supports the Commission’s commitment 

on cutting red tape and better regulation; 

welcomes the efforts of the Junker 

Commission to a strengthened Better 

Regulation Agenda and calls for it to 

deliver an efficient system and actual 

progress; believes that better regulation 

that is clearer, more effective and with 

less red tape would ensure that businesses 

can grow, create jobs and boost 

competitiveness without calling into 

question a good level of protection for 

workers; calls for the need to deliver an 

efficient system and  calls for particular 

attention to be paid to cutting red tape for 

young and start up entrepreneurs so they 

gain the confidence to be enterprising;  

Or. en 

Amendment  C 

EPP, ECR, ALDE,  

Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 33, 38  

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

3.Welcomes efforts to identify genuine 

opportunities for simplification of 

legislation; stresses the need for simpler, 

clearly-worded rules that remove 

complexity and can be implemented in a 

simple manner in order to improve 

compliance, particularly in the area of 

health, safety and employment 

legislation; 

 

3. Welcomes efforts to simplify the 

legislative procedure as a whole whilst 

maintaining high standards; stresses the 

need for simpler, clearly-worded 

legislation that remove complexity and can 

be implemented in a simple manner in 

order to improve compliance and better 

protect our workers; recalls the 

importance of the principles of 

subsidiarity and proportionality; 
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Or. en 

 

Amendment  D 

EPP, ECR, ALDE 

Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 58, 61, 62, 63, 66 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

4.Welcomes the Commission’s indication 

that the maternity leave directive should 

be considered for withdrawal;  

4. Notes the Commission is considering 

withdrawing the maternity leave 

directive;in that eventuality believes that 

considerations should be given to a new 

proposal which would  promote equal 

opportunities for men and women and the 

reconciliation of work and family life 

which would encourage an increase in the 

rate of employment among women and 

the birth rate in Europe; underlines that 

any new proposal from the Commission in 

this area must be in full compliance with 

the principle of subsidiarity;   

Or. en 

 

Amendment  E 

EPP, ECR, ALDE 

Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 84, 87, 88, 90, 91, 92 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

5.Welcomes the SME test; calls on the 

Commission to use lighter regimes for 

micro-enterprises and SMEs and to 

consider exemptions for micro-enterprises 

on a case-by-case basis, while not 

compromising on health, safety and 

employment standards; 

 

5. Points out that some 99% of European 

businesses are SMEs and that legislation 

can have a different impact on large 

enterprises and SMEs, which should be 

kept in mind during the drafting process;  
takes note of the SME test; calls on the 

Commission to take into account the 

specific features of SMEs during all 

stages of the legislative process; to use 
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when necessary more effective or lighter 

regimes for micro-enterprises, SMEs in 

particular for young SMEs and to 

consider exemptions for them on a case-

by-case basis, without compromising on 

health, safety and employment standards or 

on standards designed to help in the fight 

against crime; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  EA 

EPP, ECR, ALDE 

Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 41, 87, 95 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 a (new) 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

 a. Reminds the Commission of the 

commitment it has made in the Small 

Business Act to implement the "think 

small first principle" in its policy-making; 

believes that this principle should reduce 

additional administrative and regulatory 

burdens that all too often impede the 

proper functioning of our SMEs, hinder 

their competitiveness and restrict their 

capacity for innovation and job creation; 

calls on the Commission to urgently 

review the Small Business Act to see how 

it can be improved to work more 

effectively, in line with the better 

regulation agenda; 

 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  F 

EPP, ECR, ALDE 

Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 99, 105, 106  

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 
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Draft opinion Amendment 

6.Calls for further measures to check that 

legislation is doing what it was intended 

to do and to identify areas where there are 

inconsistencies and ineffective measures; 

6. Supports continuous work by the 

Commission such as carrying out better 

impact and ex-post assessments 

throughout the legislative process, further 

strengthening the independence, 

objectivity and neutrality of impact 

assessments and greater transparency 

with regard to the extent to which draft 

laws take account of comments submitted 

during consultations; calls for effective 

monitoring of legislation in order to verify  

that it is  having the desired effect and to 

identify  areas where there are 

inconsistencies, and ineffective measures 

between existing and new rules which 

could place significant burdens and cost 

on businesses in order to comply; Stresses 

the need for better enforcement of 

existing legislation; 

 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  G 

EPP, ECR, ALDE  

Compromise amendment replacing Amendment 119 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

7.Urges the Commission to continue to 

improve the legislative cycle and to 

introduce sunset clauses to ensure that 

employment legislation is periodically 

reviewed; 

7. Urges the Commission and co-

legislators to continue to improve the 

legislative cycle and to introduce where 

appropriate sunset or review clauses to 

ensure that employment legislation is 

periodically reviewed, responding to the 

citizens' needs; 

Or. en 
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Amendment  H 

 EPP, ECR, ALDE 

Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 132, 133, 134 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

8. Calls on the Commission to prioritise 

action in the fields of what have been 

identified as the ‘Top Ten’ most 

burdensome laws for SMEs, including the 

working time and temporary agency 

directives; 

8. Calls on the Commission to seek a wider 

range of cooperation with different 

stakeholders, e.g social partners and 

enterprises, to find ways to create jobs and 

reduce burdens on SMEs, micro-

enterprises and start-ups and to prioritise 

action in the fields that have been 

identified as the 'Top Ten' most 

burdensome laws for SMEs after 

consultation with both sides of industries; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  I 

 EPP, ECR, ALDE 

Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 133, 135 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 a (new) 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

 a. Calls on the Commission to produce its 

detailed impact assessment on the 

Working Time Directive; is also 

concerned about the burdens placed on 

SME's by the implementation of the 

REACH directive and its consequent 

impact on employment in European 

SMEs in the chemical industry; welcomes 

therefore the Commission's willingness to 

ease the burden on SMEs complying with 

the REACH directive, without 

compromising on health, safety and 

employment standards; 
 

Or. en 
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Amendment  J 

 EPP, ECR, ALDE  

Compromise amendment replacing Amendment 149 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 9 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

9. Calls on the committee responsible to 

systematically review Commission impact 

assessments and review IMPA’s analysis 

as early as possible in the legislative 

process, and to call for impact assessments 

on its own reports. 

 

9. Calls on the committee responsible to 

systematically review Commission impact 

assessments and review IMPA’s analysis 

as early as possible in the legislative 

process, and to call for independent impact 

assessments on its own reports; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  K 

 EPP, ECR, ALDE 

Compromise amendment replacing Amendment 45  

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 9 a (new) 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

 a. Notes that legislation on employment 

and health and safety represents 

minimum standards of protection of 

workers which Member states can go 

beyond; recalls that gold-plating by the 

Member States can add complexity to 

regulation and further reduce 

compliance; believes that transposition 

measures must be clear and simple; 

recommends that Member States avoid 

adding to the administrative burden when 

transposing EU legislation to national 

law;  

Or. en 
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Amendment  L 

 EPP, ECR, ALDE  

Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 139, 154 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 b (new) 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

 b. Recalls Article 155 TFEU; Calls on the 

social partners to embrace better 

regulation tools, to increase the use of 

impact assessments in their negotiations 

and refer agreements proposing 

legislative action to the Commissions 

Impact Assessment Board; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  M 

 EPP, ECR, ALDE 

Compromise amendment replacing Amendments 43, 158 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 9 b (new) 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

 b. Stresses the need for a bottom-up 

approach to better regulation; recalls the 

European Parliament's request to 

establish a new group on Better 

Regulation composed of stakeholders and 

national experts; welcomes the 

Commission's proposals to establish a 

"European Stakeholder Platform" on 

better regulation, emphasizes that the 

Platform  shall consist of relevant 

stakeholders, including official 

representatives from the civil society, the 

social partners, consumer organizations 

and the business community especially 

SME's which represent 80 % of European 

job-creation; the European Stakeholder 



 

AM\1059251EN.doc 11/11 PE554.995v01-00 

 EN 

Platform must be visible and independent 

and access the administrative burdens 

caused by legislative proposals, the cost of 

compliance, the respect of the principles 

of subsidiarity and proportionality; 

stresses that proposals from this platform 

should be actively considered by the 

Commission; underlines that this group 

should also propose initiatives to improve 

regulation and  help Member States to 

implement  EU legislation at national 

level;  

Or. en 

 

 

 

 


