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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Economic and Monetary Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Underlines the fact that the greening of EU economies contributes to long-term and crisis-
resilient growth, increases competitiveness and creates jobs, while improving the Union’s 
energy security and energy independence, and that the green economy should be seen as a 
major driver for the development of the economy;

2. Calls on the Commission to include fully the greening of EU economies in the priorities of 
the Annual Growth Survey 2015, the European Semester and the review of the Europe 
2020 strategy, in order to support the transition to resource-efficient and low-carbon 
economies in the EU;

3. Stresses the fact that improving resource and energy efficiency helps European 
businesses, especially SMEs, to create savings, capture growing markets and reduce the 
need for raw materials;

4. Reiterates the need to phase out environmentally harmful subsidies by 2020 and to shift 
taxes away from labour to more growth-friendly bases, such as environmental taxation;

5. Stresses the fact that improving resource efficiency is crucial, as it increases 
competitiveness by creating savings and reducing dependency on raw materials and 
energy; reiterates, therefore, its call to integrate the resource efficiency agenda into the 
European Semester;

6. Considers that the European Semester should take into account data available on 
renewable energy and energy efficiency; deplores the fact that recent Commission 
estimates suggest that the EU is on course to achieve only half of its 20 % energy 
efficiency objective and that current plans by Member States risk falling far short of the 
overall energy efficiency target of 20 % set out in the Europe 2020 strategy; calls on the 
Member States to work harder towards achieving the national energy efficiency targets as 
part of their national reform programmes;

7. Considers that measurement and benchmarking methodologies for resource efficiency, 
and a lead indicator and target should be included in both the European Semester and the 
review of the Europe 2020 strategy;

8. Considers that the European Semester should also incorporate reporting on renewable 
energy and energy efficiency on the basis of legally binding targets set out in Union 
legislation;

9. Reiterates its call to foster eco-innovation through specific recommendations in the 
European Semester, as it presents clear prospects for new businesses and the revitalisation 
of traditional sectors with greener jobs;

10. Notes that divergences between Member States, as identified in the Annual Growth 
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Survey 2014, are curbing the growth potential of the green economy; underlines, 
therefore, the urgent need to implement in full the EU waste acquis, including minimum 
targets, and through national waste prevention and management strategies, and to 
implement EU energy efficiency requirements;

11. Notes that the EU still generates on average about five tonnes of waste per person per 
year, with little more than one third of this waste being recycled effectively; stresses the 
fact that Europe should make greater progress in transforming waste into a resource and 
promoting sustainable methods of waste management, such as recycling; calls on the 
Member States to implement fully European waste legislation at national level in order to 
reduce the current disparities and move towards a more circular economy;

12. Underlines the need for the increased involvement of EU environment ministers in the 
European Semester process at Council level;

13. Stresses the importance of effective and sustainable health care systems for patients and 
more generally as a long-term investment for economic and social growth; underlines the 
fact that health systems in Europe – which account for 8 % of the total European 
workforce and 10 % of EU GDP – are projected to generate significant job opportunities, 
according to the Annual Growth Survey 2014; calls, therefore, on the Commission to 
place greater emphasis in its package of country-specific recommendations on reforms 
needed to support the sustainability, innovation, efficiency and quality of national 
healthcare systems and requests that specific knowledge on health policy be included in 
the European Semester process;

14. Notes the recommendations for more cost-efficient healthcare; stresses the fact that while 
strengthening the efficiency and financial sustainability of quality health systems is 
important, this needs to be accompanied by specific commitments to ensure access to 
high-quality health care which also contributes to social cohesion and to tackling social 
exclusion;

15. Calls on the Commission to develop reliable methods of measuring access to quality 
health care and the performance of health systems so as to help reduce divergences and 
health inequalities between and within Member States.
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