European Parliament @-_:
2014-2019 R
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety
2016/2166(DEC)
1.2.2017
of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety
for the Committee on Budgetary Control
on discharge in respect of the implementation of the budget of the European
Environment Agency for the financial year 2015
(2016/2166(DEC))
Rapporteur: Giovanni La Via
AD\1115746EN.docx PE592.294v02-00

EN EN



PA_NonLeg

PE592.294v02-00 2/5 AD\1115746EN.docx

EN



SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee
on Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions
into its motion for a resolution:

1.

Notes that in 2015, the total budget of the European Environment Agency (‘the Agency'),
was EUR 49 200 000, of which EUR 36 309 240 had been made available through the
core funding from the general budget of the European Union;

Recalls that, since its creation, the Agency, together with its European Environment
Information and Observation Network (EIONET), has been an information source for
those involved in developing, adopting, implementing and evaluating Union environment
and climate policies, as well as sustainable development policies, and also been an
information source for the general public;

Takes note that the Agency reduced the number of staff in line with the overall principles
laid down for Union institutions (a 5% reduction in the period 2013-2018); stresses that
the Commission classified the Agency as a ‘cruising speed agency’, implying the need for
an additional 5% reduction;

Welcomes the publication of the Agency’s fifth yearly State of the Environment Report
(SOER 2015);

Takes note of the development of the Agency’s information systems and data flow
management processes to support countries and companies with the reporting and quality
improvement of data, particularly with regard to the amended reporting regime under the
new Fluorinated gases (F-Gas) Regulation, and with regard to the reporting on large
combustion plants (LCPs), which were taken over by the Agency from the Commission in
2015;

Encourages the Agency further to raise awareness of the conflict-of-interest policy among
its staff, alongside ongoing awareness-raising activities and the inclusion of integrity and
transparency as an obligatory item to be discussed during recruitment procedures and
performance reviews;

Welcomes that the Court of Auditors has announced that the transactions underlying the
annual accounts of the Agency for the financial year 2015 were legal and regular in all
material respects;

Recalls the importance of the on-going "Evaluation of the European Environment Agency
and of its EIONET network", due for the end of 2017, in order to better assess the extent
to which the Agency has achieved its objectives and implemented the tasks set out in its
mandate and in its multi-annual work programme;

Recommends that the Agency develop impact indicators, and believes that such impact
indicators are essential tools in order to measure the effectiveness of the Agency;

10. Underlines that the Agency should continue promoting dialogue with stakeholders and
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citizens and incorporate it as part of the priorities and activities to be implemented,
11. Recommends, based on the facts available, that discharge be granted to the Executive

Director of the European Environment Agency with respect to the implementation of the
Agency’s budget for the financial year 2015.
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