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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 

on Legal Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into 

its motion for a resolution: 

1. Maintains that effective application of EU law, across all areas and including by the EU 

institutions themselves, is essential in order to realise the benefits which EU policies 

bring to citizens and businesses and that uniform application of EU law in all Member 

States is central to the EU’s success; points out that the in some cases ineffective 

application of EU law creates unfair competition among Member States; 

2. Notes that, in accordance with Article 17(1) of the Treaty on European Union, 

responsibility for the transposition, implementation and effective enforcement of 

legislation rests with the Commission, while the Member States have the primary 

responsibility for transposing, applying and implementing EU law correctly; 

3. Recalls that full implementation of EU environmental legislation could save the EU 

economy EUR 50 billion every year in health costs and direct costs to the environment; 

4. Emphasises that the simplicity, clarity and reliability of the European legal framework 

are fundamental to the effective and uniform application of EU law; 

5. Stresses that the inadequate integration of environmental considerations into other 

policy areas is one of the root causes of poor implementation of environmental 

legislation and policy; 

6. Recalls that on several occasions Parliament has called on the Commission more 

proactively to monitor, direct and support the implementation of environmental 

legislation and policies; 

7. Points out that the Commission has the power and the duty to oversee the application of 

EU law and to institute infringement proceedings against a Member State that has failed 

to fulfil an obligation under the Treaties; 

8. Is concerned that that there are still significant shortcomings in the implementation and 

enforcement of EU environmental legislation in some Member States, particularly in 

waste management, waste water treatment infrastructure and compliance with air 

quality limit values; 

9. Considers that, before introducing new legislation, the Commission should ensure the 

effective application of existing EU legislation throughout the EU; 

10. Welcomes the Commission’s decision1 to respond to infringements promptly, and 

supports its efforts to resolve implementation problems informally; calls on the 

Commission to improve the EU Pilot problem-solving system;  

11. Expresses its concern at the increase in the total number of infringement procedures in 

2016, making the figure for such cases the highest to have been recorded in the last five 

                                                 
1 OJ C 18, 19.1.2017, p. 10. 
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years; 

12. Underlines the need to maintain a high level of environmental protection, as well as of 

health and food safety; 

13. Stresses that effective enforcement of EU rules in the field of health, food safety and the 

environment is important for European citizens, since it influences their day-to-day 

lives and serves the general interest; 

14. Notes the increase in the number of complaints over the period 2012-2016; stresses that 

the general public, businesses and civil society make a decisive contribution to 

monitoring the way in which EU legislation is transposed and implemented, through the 

information forwarded to the Commission on the difficulties that arise in Member 

States’ application of EU legislation; points out that an increase in the number of 

complaints concerning the ineffective application of EU law does not necessarily 

indicate worse implementation of EU law in the Member States, but that it may also be 

a sign that citizens and businesses are better informed regarding their rights deriving 

from EU law; underlines therefore that access to environmental information, as required 

by the Aarhus Convention, is necessary to allow the public and civil society to bring 

complaints against Member States effectively; 

15. Calls on the Commission to monitor closely environment-related infringement cases 

with a cross-border dimension, especially in the area of clean air legislation, including 

correct transposition and application of EU law in future Member States; calls, 

furthermore, on the Commission to inform complainants in an appropriate, transparent 

and timely manner of the arguments provided by the states concerned in reaction to the 

complaint; 

16. Notes that the number of infringement proceedings concerning the environment fell in 

2016 compared with 2015, but is concerned that there was an increase in the number of 

procedures in the area of health and food safety, and calls on the Commission to bring 

particular attention to bear on that point; 

17. Highlights the important role played by Parliament, through petitions and questions, in 

drawing attention to shortcomings in the application of EU law by the Member States; 

18. Calls on the Commission, when drafting and assessing legislation, to take greater 

account of the need to reduce the administrative burden for SMEs; stresses, that when it 

comes to the transposition of EU rules on public procurement and concessions, SMEs 

should be able to bid in an easier and cheaper way for public contracts, in full respect of 

the EU’s principles of transparency and competition; 

19. Welcomes the Environmental Implementation Review (EIR) as a tool to help deliver the 

benefits of EU environmental law and policies for businesses and citizens through better 

implementation; 

20. Considers that, in line with the Commission’s efforts to produce better and more 

effective EU legislation1, the application of the subsidiarity and proportionality 

                                                 
1 COM(2017)0651, 24 October 2017. 
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principles should always be taken into account. 
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