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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 

on Transport and Tourism, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 

suggestions into its motion for a resolution: 

1. Supports the Commission communication of 31 May 2017 entitled ‘Europe on the 

Move’ (COM(2017)0283), particularly as regards the need to shift rapidly towards low 

and zero-emissions road mobility, intermodality, shared mobility and the development 

of connected and automated vehicles through investment in and the integration of 

infrastructure, energy and digital networks; welcomes the communication’s strategic 

approach towards achieving a coherent regulatory framework for the increasingly 

complex field of road transport; 

2. Notes that the decarbonisation of transport has the potential to reduce dependence on 

imports, replacing them with cleaner, domestically-produced energy sources; recalls 

that: 

a) the EU road transport sector accounts for one fifth of the EU’s greenhouse gas 

(GHG) emissions and is almost exclusively fuelled by oil, 

b) between 2010 and 2050, a 42 % increase in road passenger transport and a 60 % 

increase in road freight transport is expected, and  

c) by mid-century, GHG emissions from transport will need to be at least 60 % lower 

than they were in 1990, and be firmly on the path towards zero; 

highlights, therefore, the need for continued efforts to enhance innovation and to attract 

private investments in R&D, market development for new technologies and solutions as 

well as in infrastructure, and also to develop low-carbon transport services such as 

public transport; points to the importance of guiding mobility and stresses that vehicle 

efficiency standards and transport infrastructure need to be aligned to a carbon target 

which is in line with the Paris Agreement commitments, taking their lifetime emissions 

into account; 

3. Reiterates the EU commitments on the fight against climate change under the Paris 

Agreement, the UN 2030 Agenda and the 2030 Climate and Energy Framework; 

welcomes the measures already adopted, such as the Worldwide Harmonised Light 

Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP) test cycle as well as the Real Driving Emissions (RDE) 

packages, which aim to reduce the gap between the stated decarbonisation targets and 

real on-road emissions; asks the Commission to monitor the effectiveness of these 

measures and, if needed, to suggest further improvements; considers the WLTP to be a 

step in the right direction regarding the measurement of passenger car fuel consumption 

and CO2 emissions; 

4. Points out that when journeys are broken down by mode of travel, it is still the case that 

the private car is the principal means of transport in terms of the number of journeys 

made; 

5. Considers it important to improve the infrastructure for alternative zero-emission forms 
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of mobility in urban environments; points to the need to fund projects to facilitate local 

and regional low-carbon mobility such as, for example, city bike schemes; 

6. Highlights that for this purpose it will be necessary to rapidly increase the share of 

electro-mobility and low-emission fuels, as road transport is responsible for one fifth of 

EU emissions, and this figure is increasing, but also keeping an eye on the carbon 

emissions and environmental impact of the production of these alternative energy 

sources; considers it important that people be encouraged to adopt sustainable mobility 

habits through economic incentives as well as by raising awareness of the 

environmental impacts of individual modes of transport; notes both the current financial 

and non-financial barriers that consumers face in purchasing an electric vehicle; recalls 

that end-user acceptance of low-emission fuels strongly depends on the availability and 

accessibility of infrastructure; welcomes, in this regard, existing private and public 

initiatives to enable roaming between charging infrastructure operators; calls on the 

Commission and Member States to take all necessary steps to facilitate roaming and the 

accessibility of charging infrastructure within Europe; 

7. Takes the view that, in order to speed up the market penetration of low-emission fuels, 

and to fully exploit their climate benefits, it is necessary to create incentives for their 

use and the development of compatible vehicles; reiterates, however, that to abide by 

the Paris Agreement, GHG emissions from transport will need to be firmly on the path 

towards zero by mid-century; underlines that the European road transport sector cannot 

be transformed to move towards ecological and economical sustainability by the 

continuation of a technological ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach and that, therefore, a shift to 

a truly technology-neutral assessment of drive systems is needed in relation to the 

development of future vehicles that will correspond to diverse mobility needs; stresses 

that a cross-sectoral effort is required to accelerate investment in low-emission fuel 

infrastructure, which is a precondition for the wider uptake and deployment of 

alternatively powered vehicles; 

8. Observes, moreover, that, as daily journeys are on average made over very short 

distances, it is essential to create infrastructure for soft mobility (walking, cycling, etc.) 

in order to give people an alternative to road transport; 

9. Points out that, according to forecasts, passenger transport will grow by 40 % by 2050, 

in particular in the air transport sector (+58 %), which will result in a 15 % increase in 

GHG emissions between 2030 and 2050 compared to 1990 levels; 

10. Notes that the future mobility and transport strategies – in view of the new solutions in 

the sharing and collaborative economies – need to recognise the investment potential in 

rural areas; 

11. Notes that the lessons of the previous and ongoing projects such as the Transport Work 

Programme, the Connecting Europe Facility and Sustainable shared mobility 

interconnected with public transport in European Rural Areas (SMARTA), deliver 

elements for creating smart villages, including more efficient and smarter door-to-door 

logistics, innovative concepts of mobility as a service (MaaS), smart next generation 

transport infrastructure, connected and automated transport and smart urban mobility 

(transport to and from cities); 
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12. Welcomes the fact that the Commission has also made a link with the circular economy 

with a particular emphasis on scarce materials and batteries; encourages the 

Commission, in this context, to further assess the environmental footprint of battery 

manufacturing and recycling to obtain a full picture of the environmental impacts of 

battery-electric vehicles in order to facilitate the comparison of life-cycle sustainability 

of different drive systems; 

13. Stresses the potential benefits of second-use applications for vehicle batteries, e.g. in 

smart grid and smart home storage solutions, and calls on the Commission and Member 

States to support research and pilot projects in this field through funding schemes; 

14. Supports the increased use of digital technologies in the implementation of the ‘polluter 

pays’ principle, such as eTolling and eTicketing based on environmental performances 

of vehicles; stresses that a harmonised framework for toll systems should consider both 

GHG and pollutant emissions in relation to the environmental performance in order to 

send clear and balanced signals for the development of new vehicles; stresses, however, 

that these rules must be clear and transparent for road users; underlines the beneficial 

environmental and safety effects of connected mobility and automated transport 

solutions in urban areas, such as optimised traffic flows and the reduction of traffic 

resulting from cars looking for parking spaces, and calls on the Commission and 

Member States to support cities in adopting the necessary technology; stresses, 

however, that the development of autonomous driving should not result in an increase 

of individual transport or congestion; considers it important that new transport services, 

such as car pooling and MaaS, should be treated as modes of travel that are at least as 

good as, if not preferable to, private motoring; welcomes the Commission’s guidelines 

for cities on urban vehicle access regulations (UVARs); stresses, however, that more 

needs to be done at European level to avoid the fragmentation of the Single Transport 

Area; points, in this context, to the importance of funding in transport infrastructure 

projects to help achieve climate goals and to the importance of cross-border cooperation 

among Member States; believes, as regards EU funding for transport, that fitness for the 

purpose of achieving climate goals should be one of the eligibility criteria for projects; 

15. Underlines that, according to WHO figures, road transport contributes to air and noise 

pollution, with a negative impact on citizens’ health, especially in urban areas; 

highlights that, in the EU-28, particulate matter is estimated to cause 399 000 premature 

deaths a year, the corresponding figure for nitrogen oxides being 75 000 and 13 600 for 

ozone; points out that over 30 % of the European population is exposed to traffic noise 

higher than the 55 Ldn dB standard; calls for an effective strategy to reduce the level of 

pollutants such as NOx, NO2 and particulate matter, and underlines that air pollutant 

emissions from transport will need to be drastically reduced; 

16. Recalls the appalling fume exposure experiments conducted on humans and monkeys 

by the European Research Group of Environment and Health in the Transport Sector 

(EUGT), a body funded by major car companies; recalls that this is not the first car 

industry scandal of this kind; calls for all research that informs EU policy to be 

completely independent from the car industry, including by way of funding and 

subcontracting; 

17. Notes that the provision of information to consumers on passenger vehicles is 
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imperative to accelerate decarbonisation in transport, and calls, therefore, for improved 

information on emissions and fuel consumption of vehicles, including standardised, 

visible and clear vehicle labelling, in order to allow consumers to make informed 

choices and to promote changes in the behaviour of businesses and private individuals 

and cleaner mobility; stresses that more accurate information will also facilitate and 

allow public authorities to make use of ‘green’ public procurement; welcomes 

Commission Recommendation(EU) 2017/9481, while also calling on the Commission to 

consider revising the Car Labelling Directive 1999/94/EC2; 

18. Calls for the environmental and societal externalities of road transport to be internalised 

and for consumers to receive price signals which reflect these costs; 

19. Stresses that the Clean Vehicles Directive must consider the needs of and the resources 

available to municipalities and regional authorities in order to achieve its full potential, 

particularly with regard to the issues of complexity and administrative burdens; 

20. Welcomes the Commission’s commitment to present, by 2 May 2018, a legislative 

proposal for CO2 emissions and fuel consumption standards for heavy-duty vehicles 

(HDVs) that should be ambitious, realistic and based on data collected using the 

Vehicle Energy Consumption Calculation Tool (VECTO) in order to have coherent 

HDV legislation; stresses that VECTO must be updated swiftly and regularly in order to 

permit the accurate accounting of new technologies to improve vehicle efficiency in 

good time; 

21. Stresses that rural mobility differs substantially from urban mobility in terms not only of 

distances and the availability of public transport, but also with regard to environmental 

and economic factors such as lower environmental pressure from pollutant emissions, 

lower average income and higher barriers to investments in infrastructure; underlines 

that the essential modernisation, the socially fair transition towards clean energy and the 

digitalisation of European mobility and transport need to take into account the 

specificities of rural areas, as in these areas in particular the new societal, technological 

and economic changes have an impact on the transport and mobility system as a whole; 

underlines that the Commission should therefore introduce a cross-sectoral approach to 

ensure the smooth implementation of an integrated, transport and mobility-related smart 

villages approach, encouraging the use of digital platforms that increase rural mobility, 

as well as a cleaner and healthier environment; calls for a level playing field for special 

technological improvements for rural hubs and grids; 

22. Underlines that the level of ambition of CO2 targets for HDVs must be coherent with 

future ambitions to reduce pollutant emissions, e.g. under EURO 7, as well as with 

requirements under Directive 2015/719 on weights and dimensions3; stresses that 

                                                 
1 Commission Recommendation (EU) 2017/948 of 31 May 2017 on the use of fuel consumption and CO2 

emission values type-approved and measured in accordance with the World Harmonised Light Vehicles Test 

Procedure when making information available for consumers pursuant to Directive 1999/94/EC of the European 

parliament and of the Council (notified under document C(2017) 3525), OJ L 142, 2.6.2017, p. 100. 
2 Directive 1999/94/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 1999 relating to the 

availability of consumer information on fuel economy and CO2 emissions in respect of the marketing of new 

passenger cars, OJ L 12, 18.1.2000, p. 16. 
3 Directive (EU) 2015/719 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2015 amending Council 

Directive 96/53/EC laying down for certain road vehicles circulating within the Community the maximum 
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VECTO must be updated swiftly and regularly in order to permit the accurate 

accounting of new technologies to improve vehicle efficiency in good time; 

23. Notes that cabotage transport represents only a small percentage of total road freight 

transport, and underlines that limitations on cabotage operations should not lead to an 

increase in empty runs, which reduce efficiency and have negative effects on the 

environment. 

 

  

                                                 
authorised dimensions in national and international traffic and the maximum authorised weights in international 

traffic, OJ L 115, 6.5.2015, p. 1. 
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