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Amendment   1 

Eleftherios Synadinos 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Recalls that 2015 was the second 

year of operation under the Union 

Multiannual Financial Framework; notes 

that the level of execution in the European 

Food Safety Authority (‘the Authority’) 

amounts to 98,6 % and that the amount of 

unused appropriations was EUR 1 089 

million; stresses that this under-execution 

corresponds to the unused assigned 

revenue (the Authority’s outturn of 2014), 

which was reused in the year 2016; 

1. notes that the level of execution in 

the European Food Safety Authority (‘the 

Authority’) amounts to 98,6 % and that the 

amount of unused appropriations was EUR 

1 089 million; stresses that this under-

execution corresponds to the unused 

assigned revenue (the Authority’s outturn 

of 2014), which was reused in the year 

2016; 

Or. el 

 

Amendment   2 

Michèle Rivasi, Benedek Jávor 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Welcomes the contribution of the 

Authority to the safety of the Union food 

and feed chain, by providing Union risk 

managers with comprehensive, 
independent and up-to-date scientific 

advice on questions linked to the food 

chain, communicating clearly to the 

public on its outputs and the information 

on which they are based, and cooperating 

with interested parties and institutional 

partners to promote coherence and trust 
in the Union food safety system; 

2. Welcomes the contribution of the 

Authority to the safety of the Union food 

and feed chain, and stresses that 

independent and up-to-date scientific 

advice on questions linked to the food 

chain, as well as clear communication to 

the public ,are crucial in order to 

strengthen public trust in the Authority 

and in the Union food safety system; 

Or. en 

 



PE595.704v01-00 4/17 AM\1112674EN.docx 

EN 

Amendment   3 

Notis Marias 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Welcomes the contribution of the 

Authority to the safety of the Union food 

and feed chain, by providing Union risk 

managers with comprehensive, 

independent and up-to-date scientific 

advice on questions linked to the food 

chain, communicating clearly to the public 

on its outputs and the information on which 

they are based, and cooperating with 

interested parties and institutional partners 

to promote coherence and trust in the 

Union food safety system; 

2. Notes the contribution of the 

Authority to the safety of the Union food 

and feed chain, by providing Union risk 

managers with comprehensive, 

independent and up-to-date scientific 

advice on questions linked to the food 

chain, communicating clearly to the public 

on its outputs and the information on which 

they are based, and cooperating with 

interested parties and institutional partners 

to promote coherence and trust in the 

Union food safety system; 

Or. el 

 

Amendment   4 

Notis Marias 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Notes that the Authority produced 

more than 600 scientific outputs covering 

the entire food chain and contributing to 

the improvement of public health; 

3. Notes that the Authority produced 

more than 600 scientific outputs covering 

the entire food chain and contributing to 

the improvement of public health and 

expects further similar measures in the 

near future ; 

Or. el 

 

Amendment   5 

Eleftherios Synadinos 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 



AM\1112674EN.docx 5/17 PE595.704v01-00 

  EN 

Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Notes that the Authority produced 

more than 600 scientific outputs covering 

the entire food chain and contributing to 

the improvement of public health; 

3. Notes that the Authority produced 

more than 600 scientific outputs covering 

the entire food chain and contributing to 

the protection and possible improvement 

of public health; 

Or. el 

 

Amendment   6 

Karin Kadenbach, Pilar Ayuso, Julie Girling 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Also notes that the Authority 

assessed public health risks in 

collaboration with the European Centre for 

Disease Prevention and Control by 

leveraging combined data sets; 

4. Also notes that the Authority 

assessed public health risks in 

collaboration with the European Centre for 

Disease Prevention and Control by 

leveraging combined data sets; welcomes 

that the Authority also works in 

collaboration, on occasion, with the 

European Medicines Agency, (e.g. 

presenting a first joint report on the 

integrated analysis of the consumption of 

antimicrobial agents and occurrence of 

antimicrobial resistance in bacteria from 

humans and food-producing animals) and 

with the European Chemicals Agency, 

(e.g. on the joint development of scientific 

guidance to enable identification of 

endocrine disruptors); 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   7 

Mireille D'Ornano, Sylvie Goddyn, Jean-François Jalkh 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 4a. Emphasises that it is essential that 



PE595.704v01-00 6/17 AM\1112674EN.docx 

EN 

the Authority take full account of the 

recommendations made by the European 

Parliament and that it failed to do so in 

the case of the risks linked to GMOs; 

Or. fr 

 

Amendment   8 

Eleftherios Synadinos 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Welcomes that in 2015 the 

Authority launched a multi-annual project 

to assess bee stressors and attributes of 

healthy honey bee colonies, also with a 

view to establishing a framework for 

robust and harmonised measurement of the 

health status of honey bee colonies in field 

surveys; 

5. Supports the 2015 initiative by the 

Authority in launching launched a multi-

annual project to assess bee stressors and 

attributes of healthy honey bee colonies, 

also with a view to establishing a 

framework for robust and harmonised 

measurement of the health status of honey 

bee colonies in field surveys; 

Or. el 

 

Amendment   9 

Notis Marias 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Welcomes that in 2015 the 

Authority launched a multi-annual project 

to assess bee stressors and attributes of 

healthy honey bee colonies, also with a 

view to establishing a framework for 

robust and harmonised measurement of the 

health status of honey bee colonies in field 

surveys; 

5. Notes that in 2015 the Authority 

launched a multi-annual project to assess 

bee stressors and attributes of healthy 

honey bee colonies, also with a view to 

establishing a framework for robust and 

harmonised measurement of the health 

status of honey bee colonies in field 

surveys; 

Or. el 
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Amendment   10 

Karin Kadenbach, Pilar Ayuso, Julie Girling 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Believes that the Authority should 

continue paying special attention to public 

opinion, and commit itself, as much as 

possible, to openness and transparency; 

welcomes, in this respect, that in 2015, the 

Authority successfully tested its new 

methodological approach to the use of 

scientific evidence; also welcomes, in this 

context, the improvements in sharing data 

by opening up the data warehouse of the 

Authority to a growing number of 

stakeholders; encourages the Authority to 

further progress on this path; 

6. Believes that the Authority should 

continue paying special attention to public 

opinion, and commit itself, as much as 

possible, to openness and transparency; 

welcomes, in this respect, that in 2015, the 

Authority successfully tested its new 

methodological approach to the use of 

scientific evidence; also welcomes, in this 

context, the improvements in sharing data 

by opening up the data warehouse of the 

Authority to a growing number of 

stakeholders; welcomes the Impact 

Assessment1a , an external scientific 

report published in June 2016, of 

measures by the Authority specifically 

aimed at increasing transparency and 

engagement in its risk assessment 

process; encourages the Authority to 

further progress on this path, particularly 

in the context of its 2017 independence 

review; 

 _________________ 

 1a "Impact Assessment of Specific 

Measures Aimed at Increasing 

Transparency and Engagement in EFSA 

Risk Assessment Process", EFSA 

Supporting publication 2016:EN-1047. 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   11 

Michèle Rivasi, Benedek Jávor 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Believes that the Authority should 6. Believes that the Authority should 
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continue paying special attention to public 

opinion, and commit itself, as much as 

possible, to openness and transparency; 

welcomes, in this respect, that in 2015, the 

Authority successfully tested its new 

methodological approach to the use of 

scientific evidence; also welcomes, in this 

context, the improvements in sharing data 

by opening up the data warehouse of the 

Authority to a growing number of 

stakeholders; encourages the Authority to 

further progress on this path; 

continue paying special attention to public 

opinion, and commit itself, as much as 

possible, to openness, transparency, and 

independence from all companies whose 

products it has to evaluate; welcomes, in 

this respect, that in 2015, the Authority 

successfully tested its new methodological 

approach to the use of scientific evidence; 

also welcomes, in this context, the 

improvements in sharing data by opening 

up the data warehouse of the Authority to a 

growing number of stakeholders; calls on 

the Authority to review its independence 

policy swiftly and in a way that reassures 

the public about its independence from all 

regulated companies; calls on the 

Authority to strictly follow its 

independence policy whenever new 

members are appointed to its scientific 

panels and working groups; encourages 

the Authority to further progress on this 

path; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   12 

Eleftherios Synadinos 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Believes that the Authority should 

continue paying special attention to public 

opinion, and commit itself, as much as 

possible, to openness and transparency; 

welcomes, in this respect, that in 2015, the 

Authority successfully tested its new 

methodological approach to the use of 

scientific evidence; also welcomes, in this 

context, the improvements in sharing data 

by opening up the data warehouse of the 

Authority to a growing number of 

stakeholders; encourages the Authority to 

further progress on this path; 

6. Believes that the Authority should 

continue paying special attention to the 

needs of the general public and and those 

possibly voiced by public opinion, and 

commit itself, as much as possible, to 

openness and transparency; welcomes, in 

this respect, that in 2015, the Authority 

successfully tested its new methodological 

approach to the use of scientific evidence; 

also welcomes, in this context, the 

improvements in sharing data by opening 

up the data warehouse of the Authority to a 

growing number of stakeholders; 

encourages the Authority to further 

progress on this path; 
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Or. el 

 

Amendment   13 

Jasenko Selimovic 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Believes that the Authority should 

continue paying special attention to public 

opinion, and commit itself, as much as 

possible, to openness and transparency; 

welcomes, in this respect, that in 2015, the 

Authority successfully tested its new 

methodological approach to the use of 

scientific evidence; also welcomes, in this 

context, the improvements in sharing data 

by opening up the data warehouse of the 

Authority to a growing number of 

stakeholders; encourages the Authority to 

further progress on this path; 

6. Believes that the Authority should 

continue paying special attention to public 

opinion as well as analyse and address 

criticism, and commit itself, as much as 

possible, to openness and transparency; 

welcomes, in this respect, that in 2015, the 

Authority successfully tested its new 

methodological approach to the use of 

scientific evidence; also welcomes, in this 

context, the improvements in sharing data 

by opening up the data warehouse of the 

Authority to a growing number of 

stakeholders; encourages the Authority to 

further progress on this path; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   14 

Notis Marias 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Believes that the Authority should 

continue paying special attention to public 

opinion, and commit itself, as much as 

possible, to openness and transparency; 

welcomes, in this respect, that in 2015, the 

Authority successfully tested its new 

methodological approach to the use of 

scientific evidence; also welcomes, in this 

context, the improvements in sharing data 

by opening up the data warehouse of the 

Authority to a growing number of 

stakeholders; encourages the Authority to 

6. Believes that the Authority should 

continue paying special attention to public 

opinion, and commit itself immediately to 

openness and transparency; welcomes, in 

this respect, that in 2015, the Authority 

successfully tested its new methodological 

approach to the use of scientific evidence; 

also welcomes, in this context, the 

improvements in sharing data by opening 

up the data warehouse of the Authority to a 

growing number of stakeholders; 

encourages the Authority to further 
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further progress on this path; progress on this path; 

Or. el 

 

Amendment   15 

Nicola Caputo 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6a. Calls for an overall improvement 

in the prevention of, and the fight against, 

corruption through a holistic approach, 

commencing with better public access to 

documents and more stringent rules on 

conflicts of interest, the introduction or 

strengthening of transparency registers 

and the provision of sufficient resources 

for law enforcement measures, and also 

through improved cooperation among 

Member States and with relevant third 

countries; 

Or. it 

 

Amendment   16 

Jasenko Selimovic 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6 a. Believes that the Authority should 

conduct a survey focused on NGOs, in 

order to better understand the existing 

obstacles to a fruitful cooperation, as 

recommended in the latest external 

evaluation of the Authority, conducted in 

2012; 

Or. en 
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Amendment   17 

Michèle Rivasi, Benedek Jávor 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6 a. Stresses that a core element of 

scientific credibility is transparency as 

regards the scientific studies which have 

been considered, as well as reproducibility 

of the results; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   18 

Michèle Rivasi, Benedek Jávor 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6 b. Calls on the Authority to revise its 

access to documents policy, following the 

European Court of Justice's rulings on 

requests related to access to 

environmental documents from 23rd 

November 20161a . The Court ruled that, 

when a person requests access to 

environmental documents, the concept of 

'information on emissions into the 

environment' covers, inter alia, 

information concerning the nature and 

effects of the release of a pesticide into 

air, water or soil, or onto plants, and that 

the confidentiality of commercial and 

industrial information may not be invoked 

to preclude the disclosure of such 

information; 

 _________________ 

 1a Judgments in Cases C-673/13 P 

Commission v Stichting Greenpeace 

Nederland and PAN Europe and C-

442/14 Bayer CropScience and Stichting 
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De Bijenstichting v College voor de 

toelating van 

gewasbeschermingsmiddelen en biociden; 

see 

http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/a

pplication/pdf/2016-11/cp160128en.pdf 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   19 

Nicola Caputo 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6b. Points out that several Union 

rules, including amongst others the 

Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 

European Union, give individuals the 

right to access public documents; reminds 

the Authority that scientific rigour is 

ensured best by transparency and 

accountability of the results; highlights 

that the Authority should make therefore 

all data used to reach any scientific 

conclusions public in a machine-readable 

format so as to enable scientific scrutiny 

and constant progress; 

Or. it 

 

Amendment   20 

Michèle Rivasi, Benedek Jávor 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 c (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6 c. Believes that, in order to 

strengthen public trust in the Authority, 

the European Parliament should be 

closely involved in this process of revision 

of the Authority's conflict of interest rules 
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and the related composition of a special 

working group in the board; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   21 

Michèle Rivasi, Benedek Jávor 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 d (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6 d. Stresses that experts with financial 

interests in companies whose substances 

are regulated by the Authority shall not be 

allowed to sit in the Authority's scientific 

panels or working groups, and that no 

such expert should be appointed by the 

Authority before two years after his/her 

interests have expired; is convinced that 

the Authority should be endowed with a 

sufficient budget to hire independent in-

house experts with no conflicts of 

interests; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   22 

Michèle Rivasi, Benedek Jávor 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 e (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6 e. Is concerned that any staff 

reduction within the Authority could 

seriously damage its capacities and 

reputation; believes, therefore, that it 

should be ensured that no reduction of 

staff takes place; 

Or. en 
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Amendment   23 

Michèle Rivasi, Benedek Jávor 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 f (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6 f. Believes that, in order to further 

the trust of the citizens of the Union, the 

Authority should take further steps as 

regards transparency and accountability, 

such as publishing the minutes of the its 

management board meetings, as well as 

the remunerations for experts' declared 

activities, and it should regularly check 

declarations of interests and publish the 

results as an annex to its yearly report; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   24 

Michèle Rivasi, Benedek Jávor 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

7. Stresses that there were important 

milestones in the Authority’s 

communications with risk managers and 

the public in 2015: the launch of its new 

website based on extensive user research, 

and the move of the EFSA Journal to an 

external professional publishing platform. 

Progress was also made by the 

Applications Helpdesk, the Authority’s 

front office and support desk for the safety 

assessment of regulated products. With 

those and many other projects and 

initiatives, the Authority ensured that it 

remained an effective and trusted service 

of scientific advice for the interests of 

consumers in the Union; 

7. Stresses that there were important 

milestones in the Authority’s 

communications with risk managers and 

the public in 2015: the launch of its new 

website based on extensive user research, 

and the move of the EFSA Journal to an 

external professional publishing platform. 

Progress was also made by the 

Applications Helpdesk, the Authority’s 

front office and support desk for the safety 

assessment of regulated products. Such 

projects and initiatives help enhancing a 

positive perception of the Authority within 

the public; 
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Or. en 

 

Amendment   25 

Eleftherios Synadinos 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

8. Acknowledges that in 2015, the 

Authority established a liaison office in 

Brussels to improve communication and 

dialogue with Union institutions, the media 

and stakeholders; 

8. Acknowledges with satisfaction 

that in 2015, the Authority established a 

liaison office in Brussels to improve 

communication and dialogue with Union 

institutions, the media and stakeholders; 

Or. el 

 

Amendment   26 

Jasenko Selimovic 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8 a. Believes that the Authority should 

continue encouraging stakeholders and 

citizens to participate regularly and to 

provide input at defined interaction points 

throughout the development of scientific 

outputs, including for regulated products, 

as stated in the EFSA Strategy 2020; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   27 

Jasenko Selimovic 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8 b. Underlines that the Authority 

should start reviewing the five existing 
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impact indicators and also develop new 

ones; believes that such impact indicators 

are essential tools in order to measure the 

effectiveness of EFSA; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   28 

Jasenko Selimovic 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 c (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8 c. Stresses that the Authority should 

monitor the professional attractiveness of 

EFSA for external experts in order to 

maintain a high quality for scientific 

outputs; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   29 

Jasenko Selimovic 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 d (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8 d. Believes that the Authority should 

endeavour to limit the traveling time for 

experts and by promoting the use of IT 

tools such as interactive video-

conferences or webinars; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   30 

Notis Marias 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 9 
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Draft opinion Amendment 

9. Recommends, on the basis of the 

facts available, that discharge be granted 

to the Executive Director of the European 

Food Safety Authority with respect to the 

implementation of the Authority’s budget 

for the financial year 2015. 

deleted 

Or. el 

 


