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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Agriculture and Rural Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas forests and other wooded land cover at least 43 % of the EU’s territory, and 
some Member States have more than half of their territories covered by forests and are 
heavily invested in forestry;

B. whereas more than 3 million people in the EU are employed by the EU forest sector;

C. whereas Europe’s forests are of immense value in terms of climate mitigation, since 
they absorb and store 10 % of EU carbon emissions;

1. Welcomes the decision from the Commission to introduce a new forest strategy; 
stresses the need for the forest strategy to fully observe the principle of subsidiarity; 
emphasises, in this regard, the need for a holistic and consistent forest strategy that 
enhances the multifunctional role of forests and the forest-based sector in the EU and 
that promotes the far-reaching societal, economic and environmental benefits of forests; 
underlines the urgent need to prevent and manage natural disturbances; highlights that 
the forest strategy should not be subordinate to any other sectoral strategy;

2. Stresses that according to scientific research, sustainably managed forests have a higher 
CO2 absorption capacity than unmanaged forests; urges, therefore, that the new forest 
strategy should promote sustainable forest management; recognises the positive impact 
of sustainable forest management on European forest biodiversity; notes that forest 
protection and production do not act in contradiction, but can in fact be complementary 
to one another;

3. Emphasises the important role forests can play in substituting fossil-based materials 
with bio-based products; believes that the new forest strategy should reflect the 
importance of the role played by European forests and the EU’s circular bio-economy in 
reaching climate neutrality by 2050 and that measures to this end should be included;

4. Notes that research and technology have come a long way since the forest strategy was 
introduced in 2013; stresses the importance of encouraging further research in forestry 
and bio-based products and believes that EU funds for research should be further 
directed towards this; stresses that more research and funding would make a positive 
contribution to climate change mitigation, sustainable economic growth and 
employment, especially in rural areas;

5. Expresses its concern over the health condition and resilience of forests in many parts of 
Europe; highlights the need to strengthen and make full use of EU mechanisms to tackle 
the transboundary pressures on forests from the spread of invasive alien species, pests, 
and diseases.


