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Symbols for procedures 

 * Consultation procedure 

 *** Consent procedure 

 ***I Ordinary legislative procedure (first reading) 

 ***II Ordinary legislative procedure (second reading) 

 ***III Ordinary legislative procedure (third reading) 

 

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the draft act.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Amendments to a draft act 

Amendments by Parliament set out in two columns 
 

Deletions are indicated in bold italics in the left-hand column. Replacements 

are indicated in bold italics in both columns. New text is indicated in bold 

italics in the right-hand column. 

 

The first and second lines of the header of each amendment identify the 

relevant part of the draft act under consideration. If an amendment pertains to 

an existing act that the draft act is seeking to amend, the amendment heading 

includes a third line identifying the existing act and a fourth line identifying 

the provision in that act that Parliament wishes to amend. 

 

Amendments by Parliament in the form of a consolidated text 

 

New text is highlighted in bold italics. Deletions are indicated using either 

the ▌symbol or strikeout. Replacements are indicated by highlighting the 

new text in bold italics and by deleting or striking out the text that has been 

replaced.  

By way of exception, purely technical changes made by the drafting 

departments in preparing the final text are not highlighted. 
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 

on the proposal for a decision of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 

Directive 87/217/EEC of the Council, Directive 2003/87/EC of the European Parliament 

and of the Council, Directive 2009/31/EC of the European Parliament and of the 

Council, Regulation (EU) No 1257/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council, 

Council Directive 86/278/EEC and Council Directive 94/63/EC as regards procedural 

rules in the field of environmental reporting and repealing Council Directive 

91/692/EEC 

(COM(2016)0789 – C8-0526/2016 – 2016/0394(COD)) 

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading) 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council 

(COM(2016)0789), 

– having regard to Article 294(2) and Article 192(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of 

the European Union, pursuant to which the Commission submitted the proposal to 

Parliament (C8-0526/2016), 

– having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 

– having regard to the opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee of 22 

February 20171, 

– having regard to the opinion of the Committee of the Regions of ...2, 

– having regard to Rule 59 of its Rules of Procedure, 

– having regard to the report of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 

Food Safety (A8-0000/2017), 

1. Adopts its position at first reading hereinafter set out; 

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it replaces, 

substantially amends or intends to substantially amend its proposal; 

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the 

national parliaments. 

                                                 
1  Not yet published in the Official Journal. 
2  Not yet published in the Official Journal. 
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Amendment  1 

Proposal for a decision 

Article 6 – paragraph 1 – point 3 a (new) 

Directive 94/63/EC 

Article 9 

 

Present text Amendment 

 3 a. In Article 9, the second sentence is 

replaced by the following: 

The Commission is invited to accompany 

its first report where appropriate with 

proposals for the amendment of this 

Directive, including in particular the 

extension of the scope to include vapour 

control and recovery systems for loading 

installations and ships. 

“The Commission is invited to accompany 

its reports where appropriate with 

proposals for the amendment of this 

Directive, including in particular the 

extension of the scope to include vapour 

control and recovery systems for loading 

installations and ships.” 

Or. en 
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

 

Context 

The amount of environmental legislation has been steadily increasing since the 1970s, and 

reporting has always been a part of all environmental legislation. Attempts to streamline 

reporting obligations started with the Standardised Reporting Directive (SRD) 

91/692/EEC. The SRD aimed at rationalizing and improving, on a sectorial basis, the 

provisions on the transmission of information and the publication of reports. It streamlined 

procedures and introduced a three-year reporting cycle for all covered legislation, e.g. in the 

areas of water and waste. The detailed content was then laid down in sector specific 

questionnaires. Consequently, a large number of implementing acts were adopted by the 

Commission over the years. The SRD currently covers 28 environmental acts. After several 

repeals, one regulation, nine directives and 23 decisions with references to the SRD remain in 

force, although most of these references have become obsolete and have no legal effect 

anymore. 

Although the SDR aimed at a complete coverage of environmental reporting obligations, not 

all requirements were harmonised. For instance the Urban Waste Water Directive 

91/271/EEC and the Nitrates Directive 91/676/EEC excluded from the SRD scope. Over the 

last 25 years, the SRD proved to be difficult to implement, and became increasingly obsolete. 

The SRD’s relevance diminished with the development of the environmental acquis, 

including revisions of individual pieces of environmental legislation, which frequently 

removed reporting obligations from the SRD. The Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC 

for example repealed older water legislation and therefore rendered the water questionnaire 

adopted under the SRD redundant. The IPPC Directive 96/61/EC and Industrial Emissions 

Directive 2010/75/EC introduced independent reporting obligations as well. 

Another reason for the SRD’s deficits was the unforeseen progress in information and 

communications technologies, and an increased need for timely, cross-border, and interactive 

environmental information. In 1994, the European Environment Agency (EEA) was 

established. Part of its mandate is to provide the EU and the Member States with objective 

information necessary for framing and implementing sound and effective environmental 

policies, and to record, collate and assess data on the state of the environment. The EEA 

coordinates the European environment information and observation network (Eionet). Several 

sectorial initiatives such as the Water Information System for Europe and the Biodiversity 

Information System for Europe followed. In 2007, Directive 2007/2/EC establishing an 

infrastructure for Spatial Information in the European Community (INSPIRE) was adopted. 

Already in 2008 the Commission concluded in the context of the development of the Shared 

Environment Information System (SEIS), that in view of the ongoing modernisation of 

reporting, outdated provisions of the SRD should be repealed, in order to make  the access to 

EU law, e.g. via online tools, simpler and more efficient. In its 2014 Communication on 

Regulatory Fitness and Performance Programme (REFIT), the Commission announced that it 

would propose the repeal of obsolete or no longer applicable obligations in the field of 

standardised environmental reporting. The Commission also called for a broad review of 

existing reporting obligations in its Better Regulation Communication of May 2015, and 

initiated a REFIT Fitness Check for environmental monitoring and reporting in its Work 
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Programme for 2016. 

Following up on these commitments, proposed an SRD repeal package which was published 

on 15 December 2016. This package consists of three initiatives The first initiative is 

Commission Communication COM(2016)793 establishing formal recognition that a certain 

number of acts of Union law in the field of environment that were adopted under the SRD 

have become obsolete. This Communication lists eleven implementing acts that had 

established questionnaires for environmental reporting. The respective acts refer to waste 

incineration, VOC emissions, IPPC, control of major-accident hazards involving dangerous 

substances, hazardous waste, and water.  

The second initiative consists of two proposals for Commission Decisions, which will repeal 

Commission Decisions 2011/92/EU on the geological storage of carbon dioxide and 

2010/681/EU on the limitation of emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOC) due to the 

use of organic solvents in certain activities and installations during the period 2011-2013. 

Both Decisions are no longer relevant, however for procedural reasons will be repealed via 

comitology at a later stage. 

The proposal 

The third and key initiative of the repeal package is this proposal for a Decision of the 

European Parliament and of the Council, which repeals the SRD and amends six legal acts 

referring to it. For the sake of legal clarity, the SRD repeal decision amends all references to 

the SRD where these are obsolete. No changes content wise have been made or are foreseen 

to be made. In addition to the actual repeal of the SRD, which is set out in Article 7, the 

proposal contains four different groups of provisions. 

Articles 1 and 5 replace the SRD reference in the Emission Trading Scheme (ETS) Directive 

2003/87/EC currently under revision and in the Ship Recycling Regulation 1257/2013 EU. 

Article 5 also aligns the timeline for electronic reports under the Ship Recycling Regulation 

with other reporting obligations and sets 31 December 2018 as the end date of the first 

reporting period. As the original Ship Recycling regulation dates from 2013, the 3-year 

reporting cycle ended 2016 which gives the Member States two more years than originally 

foreseen. 

Articles 2 and 3 align the use of implementing and delegated acts in the Carbon Capture and 

Storage Directive 2009/31/EC and in the Sewage Sludge Directive 86/278/EEC. Articles 4 

and 6 delete obsolete reporting obligations in the Asbestos Directive 87/217/EEC and in the 

VOC(1) Directive 94/63/EC. Article 8 aligns the date of application of the proposal with the 

still to be determined date of entry into force of the Circular Economy Package and the 

revision of the ETS Directive. 

Questionnaires adopted for ETS and waste that are still in use, i.e. under the Waste 

Framework Directive, for waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE), hazardous 

waste, landfill of waste, end-of-life vehicles etc. remain untouched. 

The Commission concludes that only a complete removal of the obsolete SRD based 

reporting obligations will ensure legal certainty and transparency and an EU legislation that is 

fit for purpose in line with the Better Regulation agenda.  
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The rapporteur agrees that the Standardised Reporting Directive 91/692/EEC is outdated and 

that environmental reporting obligations are not transparent enough and could be - in certain 

cases- limited. He finds the presented findings and proposal conclusive and acknowledges the 

effort made by the Commission in cleaning out existing reporting obligations without 

changing the acquis. He welcomes the Commission approach to avoid overburden to people, 

organisations and Member States and agrees that any legislation that does not serve its 

objective should be removed from the EU legal system. The rapporteur supports the 

clarification regarding the due date of the first report under the Ship Recycling Regulation. He 

also agrees on the choice of delegated acts for the adaptation of the Annexes to Carbon 

Capture and Storage and Sewage Sludge Directives to technical and scientific progress.  

At this stage, the rapporteur sees only the need for one amendment to the Commission 

proposal. 


