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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
minimum requirements for water reuse
(COM(2018)0337 – C8-0220/2018 – 2018/0169(COD))

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council 
(COM(2018)0337),

– having regard to Article 294(2) and Article 192(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of 
the European Union, pursuant to which the Commission submitted the proposal to 
Parliament (C8-0220/2018),

– having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

– having regard to the opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee of ... 1,

– having regard to the opinion of the Committee of the Regions of ... 2,

– having regard to Rule 59 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 
Food Safety and the opinion of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development 
(A8-0000/2018),

1. Adopts its position at first reading hereinafter set out;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it replaces, 
substantially amends or intends to substantially amend its proposal;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the 
national parliaments.

                                               
1 [OJ C 0, 0.0.0000, p. 0. / Not yet published in the Official Journal].
2 [OJ C 0, 0.0.0000, p. 0. / Not yet published in the Official Journal].
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Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) The Union’s ability to respond to 
the increasing pressure on water resources 
could be enhanced by wider reuse of 
treated waste water. Directive 2000/60/EC 
of the European Parliament and of the 
Council15 mentions the reuse of water as 
one of the supplementary measures 
Member States may choose to apply to 
achieve the Directive’s objectives of good 
qualitative and quantitative water status for 
surface waters and groundwaters. Council 
Directive 91/271/EEC16 requires that 
treated waste water be reused whenever 
appropriate.

(2) The Union’s ability to respond to 
the increasing pressure on water resources 
could be enhanced by wider reuse of 
treated waste water, increasing its 
availability in terms of quality and 
quantity, limiting extraction from water 
bodies and groundwater, reducing the 
impact of discharges on water bodies 
receiving them and promoting water 
savings through the multiple use of urban 
waste water. Directive 2000/60/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
15mentions the reuse of water as one of the 
supplementary measures Member States 
may choose to apply to achieve the 
Directive’s objectives of good qualitative 
and quantitative water status for surface 
waters and groundwaters. Council 
Directive 91/271/EEC16 requires that 
treated waste water be reused whenever 
appropriate.

___________________ ___________________

15 Directive 2000/60/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 23 
October 2000 establishing a framework for 
Community action in the field of water 
policy OJ L 327, 22.12.2000, p. 1.

15 Directive 2000/60/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 23 
October 2000 establishing a framework for 
Community action in the field of water 
policy OJ L 327, 22.12.2000, p. 1.

16 Council Directive 91/271/EEC of 21 
May 1991 concerning urban waste water 
treatment (OJ L 135, 30.5.1991, p. 40).

16 Council Directive 91/271/EEC of 21 
May 1991 concerning urban waste water 
treatment (OJ L 135, 30.5.1991, p. 40).

Or. it

Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 3



PR\1163743EN.docx 7/66 PE628.362v01-00

EN

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3) The Communication from the 
Commission to the European Parliament, 
the Council, the European Economic and 
Social Committee and the Committee of 
the Regions on “A Blueprint to Safeguard 
Europe's Water Resources”17 pointed to 
water reuse for irrigation or industrial 
purposes as an alternative water supply 
option requiring Union attention.

(3) The Communication from the 
Commission to the European Parliament, 
the Council, the European Economic and 
Social Committee and the Committee of 
the Regions on “A Blueprint to Safeguard 
Europe's Water Resources”17 pointed to the 
need to create an instrument to regulate 
standards at Union level for water reuse,
to remove the barriers to a widespread use 
of such an alternative water supply option
that can help to reduce water scarcity and 
lessen the vulnerability of supply systems.

___________________ ___________________

17 COM(2012) 673. 17 COM(2012) 673.

Or. it

Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) The Communication from the 
Commission to the European Parliament 
and the Council "Addressing the challenge 
of water scarcity and droughts in the 
European Union18 sets out the hierarchy of 
measures that Member States should 
consider in managing water scarcity and 
droughts. It states that in regions where all 
preventive measures have been 
implemented according to the water 
hierarchy and where demand for water still 
exceeds availability, additional water 
supply infrastructure can, in some 
circumstances and taking into account of 
the cost benefit dimension, serve as an 
alternative approach to mitigate the 
impacts of severe drought.

(4) The Communication from the 
Commission to the European Parliament 
and the Council "Addressing the challenge 
of water scarcity and droughts in the 
European Union18 sets out the hierarchy of 
measures that Member States should 
consider in managing water scarcity and 
droughts. For the same purpose, it would 
be advisable to lay down within Directive 
2000/60/EC18aa binding hierarchy for the 
sound management of water. It states that 
in regions where all preventive measures 
have been implemented according to the 
water hierarchy and where demand for 
water still exceeds availability, additional 
water supply infrastructure can, in some 
circumstances and taking into account of 
the cost benefit dimension, serve as an 
alternative approach to mitigate the 
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impacts of severe drought.

___________________ ___________________

18 COM(2007) 414. 18 COM(2007) 414.

18a Directive 2000/60/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 23 
October 2000 establishing a framework 
for Community action in the field of water 
policy (OJ L 327, 22.12.2000, p. 1).

Or. it

Amendment 4

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5) In its Action Plan for the Circular 
Economy 19the Commission committed to 
taking a series of actions to promote the 
reuse of treated waste water, including the 
development of a legislative proposal on 
minimum requirements for water reuse.

(5) In its Action Plan for the Circular 
Economy 19the Commission committed to 
taking a series of actions to promote the 
reuse of treated waste water, including the 
development of a legislative proposal on 
minimum requirements for water reuse. 
The Commission should update its Action 
Plan and keep water resources as a 
priority in which to intervene.

___________________ ___________________

19 COM(2015) 614. 19 COM(2015) 614.

Or. it

Amendment 5

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 6 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6a) Water reuse could contribute to 
the recovery of the nutrients contained in 
treated water, the use of recovered water 
for irrigation purposes in agriculture or 
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forestry could be a way of restoring 
nutrients, such as nitrogen, phosphorus 
and potassium, to natural biogeochemical 
cycles.

Or. it

Amendment 6

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7) Health standards in relation to food 
hygiene for agricultural products irrigated 
with reclaimed water can be achieved only 
if quality requirements for reclaimed water 
destined for agricultural irrigation do not 
differ significantly in Member States. 
Harmonisation of requirements will also 
contribute to the efficient functioning of 
the internal market in relation to such 
products. It is therefore appropriate to 
introduce minimum harmonisation by 
setting minimum requirements for water 
quality and monitoring. Those minimum 
requirements should consist of minimum 
parameters for reclaimed water and other 
stricter or additional quality requirements 
imposed, if necessary, by competent 
authorities together with any relevant 
preventive measures. In order to identify 
stricter or additional requirements for 
water quality, the reclamation plant 
operators should perform key risk 
management tasks. The parameters are 
based on the technical report of the 
Commission Joint Research Center and 
reflect the international standards on water 
reuse.

(7) Health standards in relation to food 
hygiene for agricultural products irrigated 
with reclaimed water can be achieved only 
if quality requirements for reclaimed water 
destined for agricultural irrigation do not 
differ significantly in Member States. 
Harmonisation of requirements will also 
contribute to the efficient functioning of 
the internal market in relation to such 
products. It is therefore appropriate to 
introduce minimum harmonisation by 
setting minimum requirements for water 
quality, the frequency of water monitoring 
and the procedures for water inspection. 
Those minimum requirements should 
consist of minimum parameters for 
reclaimed water and other stricter or 
additional quality requirements imposed, if 
necessary, by competent authorities 
together with any relevant preventive 
measures. The management authority
should draft a risk management plan, in 
conjunction with the main entities 
involved, and should also lay down their 
roles and responsibilities, in order to 
identify stricter or additional 
requirements for the quality of the 
reclaimed water. Those entities should 
also include the reclaimed water 
distribution system operator, which 
should be given responsibility for 
maintaining the quality of reclaimed 
water intended for a specific use. Similar 
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tasks should also be given to the final 
users. This risk management plan may 
comprise a specific plan or may be part of 
an already existing water management 
plan. Every risk management plan should 
be kept constantly updated and drafted in 
accordance with internationally 
recognised standardised procedures. The 
parameters are based on the technical 
report of the Commission Joint Research 
Center and reflect the international 
standards on water reuse.

Or. it

Amendment 7

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 7 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7a) The presence of microplastics may 
constitute a source of risk for human 
health and the environment, and 
therefore the Member States should check 
on the need to add any parameters or 
assessment methodologies able to 
determine whether they are present in 
reclaimed waste water.

Or. it

Amendment 8

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) The adherence to minimum 
requirements for water reuse should help 
support the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals of the United Nations 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

(8) The adherence to minimum 
requirements for water reuse should help 
support the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals of the United Nations 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
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Development, in particular Goal 6, to 
ensure the availability and sustainable 
management of water and sanitation for all 
as well as a substantial increase in 
recycling and safe reuse of water globally. 
Furthermore, this Regulation seeks to 
ensure the application of Article 37 on 
environmental protection of the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union.

Development, in particular Goal 6, to 
ensure the availability and sustainable 
management of water and sanitation for all 
as well as a substantial increase in 
recycling and safe reuse of water globally 
with a view to contributing to United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goal 
12, on sustainable consumption and 
production. Furthermore, this Regulation 
seeks to ensure the application of Article 
37 on environmental protection of the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 
European Union.

Or. it

Amendment 9

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) Risk management should comprise 
identifying and managing risks in a 
proactive way and incorporate the concept 
of producing reclaimed water of a quality 
required for particular uses. The risk 
assessment should be based on key risk 
management tasks and should identify any 
additional water quality requirements 
necessary to ensure sufficient protection of 
the environment, human and animal health.

(9) Risk management should comprise 
identifying and managing risks in a 
proactive way and incorporate the concept 
of producing, distributing and supplying
reclaimed water of a quality required for 
particular uses. The risk assessment should 
be based on key risk management tasks 
identified for the various entities involved 
and should involve the identification, by 
the relevant authority, of any additional 
water quality requirements necessary to 
ensure sufficient protection of the 
environment, human and animal health.

Or. it

Amendment 10

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 9 a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9a) Cooperation and interaction 
between the various parties involved 
should be a precondition for setting up 
reclamation treatment procedures in 
accordance with the requirements for 
specific uses and in order to be able to 
plan the supply of reclaimed water in line 
with demand from end-users.

Or. it

Amendment 11

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) In order to effectively protect the 
environment and human health, 
reclamation plant operators should be 
primarily responsible for the quality of 
reclaimed water. For the purposes of 
compliance with the minimum 
requirements and any additional 
conditions, set by the competent authority, 
reclamation plant operators should monitor 
the quality of reclaimed water. It is 
therefore appropriate to establish the 
minimum requirements for monitoring, 
consisting of the frequencies of the routine 
monitoring and the timing and performance 
targets for validation monitoring. Certain 
requirements for routine monitoring are 
specified in accordance with Directive 
91/271/EEC.

(10) In order to effectively protect the 
environment and human health, 
reclamation plant operators should be 
responsible for the quality of reclaimed 
water at the point of compliance. For the 
purposes of compliance with the minimum 
requirements and any additional 
conditions, set by the competent authority, 
reclamation plant operators should monitor 
the quality of reclaimed water. It is 
therefore appropriate to establish the 
minimum requirements for monitoring, 
consisting of the frequencies of the routine 
monitoring and the timing and performance 
targets for validation monitoring. Certain 
requirements for routine monitoring are 
specified in accordance with Directive 
91/271/EEC. The distribution system 
operator and end-users should maintain 
the quality of reclaimed water intended 
for a specific use and should keep in place 
permanent risk management measures as 
laid down by this Regulation.

Or. it
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Amendment 12

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) It is necessary to ensure the safe use 
of reclaimed water, thereby encouraging 
water reuse at Union level and enhancing 
public confidence in it. Supply of 
reclaimed water for particular uses should 
therefore only be permitted on the basis of 
a permit, granted by competent authorities 
of Member States. In order to ensure 
harmonised approach at Union level, 
traceability and transparency, the 
substantive rules for that permit should be 
laid down at the Union level. However, the 
details of the procedures for granting 
permits should be determined by Member 
States. Member States should be able to 
apply existing procedures for granting 
permits which should be adapted to take 
account of the requirements introduced by 
this Regulation.

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. it

Amendment 13

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 11 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11a) Member States in which urban 
waste water reclamation operations take 
place should create information 
campaigns to raise the awareness of end-
users and citizens regarding the water 
resource savings resulting from the reuse 
of urban waste water and the control 
systems that guarantee that the reclaimed 
water is healthy.
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Or. it

Amendment 14

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 12 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12a) For the purposes of this 
Regulation the possibility should be 
considered of treatment operations and 
urban waste water reclamation operations 
taking place in the same physical location,
using the same facility or different 
separate facilities (additional treatment 
sections). In addition, it must be possible 
for the treatment plant operator to be the 
same as the reclamation plant operator.

Or. it

Amendment 15

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 13

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13) Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 lays 
down general rules for food business 
operators and covers the production, 
processing, distribution and placing on the 
market of food intended for human 
consumption. That Regulation addresses 
the health quality of food and one of its 
main principles is that the primary 
responsibility for food safety is borne by 
the food business operator. That 
Regulation is also subject to detailed 
guidance, of particular relevance being the 
Commission Notice on guidance document 
on addressing microbiological risks in 
fresh fruits and vegetables at primary 
production through good hygiene (2017/C 
163/01). The performance targets for 

(13) Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 lays 
down general rules for food business 
operators and covers the production, 
processing, distribution and placing on the 
market of food intended for human 
consumption. That Regulation addresses 
the health quality of food and one of its 
main principles is that the primary 
responsibility for food safety is borne by 
the food business operator. That 
Regulation is also subject to detailed 
guidance, of particular relevance being the 
Commission Notice on guidance document 
on addressing microbiological risks in 
fresh fruits and vegetables at primary 
production through good hygiene (2017/C 
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reclaimed water laid down in this 
Regulation do not preclude food business 
operators from obtaining the water quality 
required to comply with Regulation 
852/2004 using at a subsequent stage 
several water treatment options alone or 
in combination with other non-treatment 
options.

163/01).

Or. it

Amendment 16

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 13 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13a) Without prejudice to Regulation 
(EC) No 852/200419a and subsequent 
guidelines for the management of 
microbiological risks in fresh fruit and 
vegetables at the level of primary 
production through good hygiene, this 
Regulation should lay down 
supplementary, specific measures for the 
use of reclaimed water for agricultural 
irrigation purposes. The Commission 
should, within 24 months of the entry into 
force of this Regulation, produce 
guidelines describing the key risk 
management tasks to be carried out by 
end-users.

________________________

19 Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
of 29 April 2004 on the hygiene of 
foodstuffs (OJ L 139, 30.4.2004, p. 1).

Or. it
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Amendment 17

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 13 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13b) With a view to better promotion of 
operations to reuse treated water, the 
possibility of using reclaimed water for, at 
least, agricultural irrigation, public 
purposes and environmental uses should 
be laid down. The definition of specific 
uses within this Regulation should not 
preclude the possibility of Member States 
laying down further uses for reclaimed 
urban waste water, including reuse for 
industrial purposes, subject to the 
obligation to ensure a high level of 
protection for people, animals and the 
environment.

Or. it

Amendment 18

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 14

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14) In order to encourage confidence in 
water reuse, information should be 
provided to the public. Making available of 
information on water reuse should allow 
for increased transparency and traceability 
and could also be of particular interest to 
other relevant authorities for whom the 
specific water reuse has implications.

(14) In order to encourage confidence in 
water reuse, information should be 
provided that is sufficient, up to date and 
accessible to the public. Making available 
of information on water reuse should allow 
for increased transparency and traceability 
and could also be of particular interest to 
other relevant authorities for whom the 
specific water reuse has implications.

Or. it
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Amendment 19

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 16 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16a) For the purposes of assessing this 
Regulation, the Commission should take 
into consideration the expansion of the 
scope of this Regulation to include the 
reuse of urban waste water for further 
uses, including industrial and 
construction uses. In that context, the 
Commission should also assess the
possibility of drafting a new directive on 
water efficiency in buildings, along the 
same lines as the directive on the energy 
performance of buildings, that could 
address taps, showers, toilets and 
rainwater collection.

Or. it

Amendment 20

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 16 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16b) Member States should also 
promote reuse for specific uses of water 
from the treatment of industrial waste 
water or groundwater and identify any 
additional requirements for the quality of 
that type of water in order to guarantee a 
sufficient level of protection for the 
environment and human and animal 
health.

Or. it
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Amendment 21

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 17

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(17) In order to ensure uniform 
conditions for the implementation of this 
Regulation, implementing powers should 
be conferred on the Commission for the 
adoption of detailed rules regarding the 
format and presentation of the 
information to be provided to the public 
by Member States, regarding the format 
and presentation of the information on 
monitoring of the implementation of this 
Regulation to be provided by the Member 
States and regarding the format and 
presentation of the information as regards 
the Union-wide overview drawn up by the 
European Environmental Agency. Those 
powers should be exercised in accordance 
with Regulation (EU) No 182/2011 of the 
European Parliament and of the 
Council38.

deleted

___________________

38 Regulation (EU) No 182/2011 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
of 16 February 2011 laying down the 
rules and general principles concerning 
mechanisms for control by the Member 
States of the Commission’s exercise of 
implementing powers (OJ L 55, 28.2.2011, 
p. 13).

Or. it

Amendment 22

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 18

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18) Competent authorities should verify (18) Competent authorities should verify 



PR\1163743EN.docx 19/66 PE628.362v01-00

EN

compliance of the reclaimed water with the 
conditions set out in the permit. In cases of 
non-compliance, they should require the 
reclamation plant operator to take the 
necessary measures to ensure compliance. 
The operators of reclamation plants should 
immediately suspend any supply of the 
reclaimed water when non-compliance 
causes a significant risk to the environment 
or to human health.

compliance of the reclaimed water with the 
conditions set out in the permit. In cases of 
non-compliance, they should require the 
reclamation plant operator to take the 
necessary measures to ensure compliance. 
The operators of reclamation plants should 
immediately suspend any supply of the 
reclaimed water when non-compliance 
exceeds specified maximum values, and 
as a result causes a significant risk to the 
environment or to human health.

Or. it

Amendment 23

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. This Regulation lays down 
minimum requirements for water quality 
and monitoring and the obligation to carry 
out specified key risk management tasks, 
for the safe reuse of treated urban waste 
water in the context of integrated water 
management.

1. This Regulation lays down 
minimum requirements for reused urban 
waste water quality and monitoring and the 
obligation to carry out specified key risk 
management tasks, for the safe reuse of 
treated urban waste water in the context of 
integrated water management, and 
contributes to the objectives set out in 
Directive 2000/60/EC.

Or. it

Justification

The objectives of this Regulation must contribute to the general objectives laid down in the 
Water Framework Directive.

Amendment 24

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The purpose of this Regulation is to 2. The purpose of this Regulation is to 
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guarantee that reclaimed water is safe for 
its intended use, thereby ensuring a high 
level of protection of human and animal 
health and the environment, addressing 
water scarcity and the resulting pressure on 
water resources in a coordinated way 
throughout the Union, thus also 
contributing to the efficient functioning of 
the internal market.

guarantee that  reclaimed water is safe for 
its intended use, thereby ensuring a high 
level of protection of human and animal 
health and the environment, and at the 
same time reducing the adverse effects of 
the use of water resources and improving 
efficiency, through an instrument that is 
able to address water scarcity and the 
resulting pressure on water resources in a 
coordinated way throughout the Union, 
thus contributing to the transition to a 
circular economy, ensuring the long-term 
competitiveness of the Union and the 
efficient functioning of the internal market.

Or. it

Justification

One of the aims of this Regulation must be contributing to the transition to a circular 
economy and the efficient use of water resources.

Amendment 25

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

This Regulation shall apply to reclaimed 
water destined for a use specified in section 
1 of Annex I.

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. it

Amendment 26

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4a. ‘treated water’ means urban waste 
water that has been given the appropriate 
treatment in compliance with the 
requirements of Directive 91/271/EEC;
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Or. it

Justification

It is necessary to add a definition of treated water in order to define the type of water entering 
the reclamation plant.

Amendment 27

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point 4 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4b. ‘reclamation’ means repurposing 
urban waste water through appropriate 
waste treatment with a view to making it 
fit for distribution for specific uses;

Or. it

Justification

It is necessary to define what is meant by the reclamation of urban waste water.

Amendment 28

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. ‘reclaimed water’ means urban 
waste water that has been treated in 
compliance with the requirements set out 
in Directive 91/271/EEC and which results 
from further treatment in a reclamation 
plant;

5. ‘reclaimed water’ means treated 
water which results from further treatment 
in a reclamation plant;

Or. it

Justification

(Does not affect the English version.)
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Amendment 29

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point 5 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5a. ‘reuse of water’ means use of 
reclaimed urban waste water of a specific 
quality suitable for a use specified in 
Section 1 of Annex I to this Regulation, 
through a distribution system, partially or 
wholly replacing surface waters or 
groundwater;

Or. it

Justification

It is necessary to define what is meant by reuse of water.

Amendment 30

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

6. ‘reclamation plant’ means an urban 
waste water treatment plant or other plant 
that further treats urban waste water 
complying with the requirements set out in 
Directive 91/271/EEC in order to produce 
water that is fit for a use specified in 
section 1 of Annex I to this Regulation;

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. it

Amendment 31

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

7. ‘reclamation plant operator’ means 
a natural or legal person who operates or 

(Does not affect the English version.)
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controls a reclamation plant;

Or. it

Amendment 32

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point 7 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

7a. ‘distribution system’ means the 
structures designed to supply the 
reclaimed urban waste water, including 
any structures for equalisation, further 
treatment and storage, other than those in 
the reclamation plant;

Or. it

Justification

It is necessary to add a definition of ‘distribution system’ as this is one of the key elements in 
guaranteeing supply of reclaimed water.

Amendment 33

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point 7 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

7b. ‘distribution system operator’ 
means a natural or legal person who 
operates or controls the distribution 
system;

Or. it

Justification

It is necessary to add a definition of ‘distribution system operator’ as this is one of the key 
entities in guaranteeing supply of reclaimed water.
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Amendment 34

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point 7 c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

7c. ‘point of compliance’ means the 
point of exit from the reclamation plant;

Or. it

Justification

To ensure better understanding of the entire Regulation, it is necessary to add a definition of 
‘point of compliance’. This definition is similar to the one in Article 4 of the Commission’s 
proposal.

Amendment 35

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – title

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Obligations of reclamation plant operators 
as regards water quality

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. it

Amendment 36

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Reclamation plant operators shall 
ensure that reclaimed water destined for a 
use specified in section 1 of Annex I, shall, 
at the outlet of the reclamation plant 
(point of compliance), comply with the 
following:

1. Reclamation plant operators shall 
ensure that reclaimed water destined for a 
use specified in section 1 of Annex I, shall, 
at the point of compliance, comply with the 
following:

Or. it
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Justification

(Does not affect the English version.)

Amendment 37

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. The Commission is empowered to 
adopt delegated acts amending this 
Regulation in accordance with Article 14 
in order to adapt to technical and 
scientific progress the minimum 
requirements set out in section 2 of Annex 
I.

deleted

Or. it

Justification

Key elements of the legislative proposal must only be amended through the co-decision 
procedure.

Amendment 38

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. For the purposes of producing and 
supplying reclaimed water risk 
management shall be undertaken by the 
reclamation plant operator in 
consultation with the following actors:

1. For the purposes of producing, 
distributing and supplying reclaimed water 
risk management shall be undertaken by 
the competent authority in cooperation 
with the following actors:

Or. it

Justification

Risk management in urban waste water reclamation activities must be carried out by the 
competent authority. It must have, at least, a coordinating role and shall have the power to 
lay down the roles and responsibilities of the various actors involved.
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Amendment 39

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) the operator of the urban waste 
water treatment plant(s) supplying a 
reclamation plant with water, if different 
from the reclamation plant operator;

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. it

Amendment 40

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point a a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(aa) the reclamation plant operator;

Or. it

Justification

The reclamation plant operator is one of the entities with which the competent authority must 
always cooperate for the purposes of sound risk management.

Amendment 41

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point a b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ab) distribution system operator;

Or. it

Justification

The distribution system operator is one of the entities with which the competent authority 
must always cooperate for the purposes of sound risk management.
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Amendment 42

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point c

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(cc) any other party deemed relevant by 
the reclamation plant operator.

(c) any other party deemed relevant by 
the competent authority.

Or. it

Justification

Risk management in urban waste water reclamation activities must be carried out by the 
competent authority. It must have, at least, a coordinating role and shall have the power to 
lay down the roles and responsibilities of the various actors involved.

Amendment 43

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The reclamation plant operator 
shall draw-up a Water Reuse Risk 
Management Plan based on the key risk 
management tasks set out in Annex II. The 
Water Reuse Risk Management Plan shall 
propose any additional requirements to 
those specified in Annex I necessary to 
further mitigate any risks, and shall, inter 
alia, identify hazards, risks and appropriate 
preventive measures.

2. The competent authority shall 
draw-up a Water Reuse Risk Management 
Plan based on the key risk management 
tasks set out in Annex II, point (b), and 
shall lay down the roles and 
responsibilities of the various actors 
involved. The Water Reuse Risk 
Management Plan shall propose any 
additional requirements to those specified 
in Annex I necessary to further mitigate 
any risks, and shall, inter alia, identify 
hazards, risks and appropriate preventive 
measures to be carried out by the various 
actors involved. Risk management 
methods used by all the actors involved 
must be based on standardised, 
internationally recognised methodologies.

Or. it
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Justification

Risk management in urban waste water reclamation activities must be carried out by the 
competent authority. It must have, at least, a coordinating role and shall have the power to 
lay down the roles and responsibilities of the various actors involved.

Amendment 44

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2a. The competent authority shall 
regularly review the risk management 
plan referred to in paragraph 2 (at least 
every five years) and shall, if necessary, 
amend it.

Or. it

Justification

One of the tasks of the competent authority is to keep the risk management plan constantly up-
to-date. Updating must take place at least as often as reviews of the reclamation plant 
operator’s permit.

Amendment 45

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 3 – subparagraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The Commission is empowered to adopt, 
in accordance with Article 14, delegated 
acts amending this Regulation in order to 
adapt to technical and scientific progress 
the key risk management tasks set out in 
Annex II.

deleted

Or. it

Justification

Key elements of the legislative proposal must only be amended through the co-decision 
procedure.
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Amendment 46

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – title

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Application for a permit to supply 
reclaimed water

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. it

Amendment 47

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Any supply of reclaimed water 
destined for a use specified in section 1 of 
Annex I, shall be subject to a permit.

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. it

Amendment 48

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. An operator shall submit an 
application for the permit referred to in 
paragraph 1, or for a modification of an 
existing permit to the competent authority 
of the Member State in which the 
reclamation plant operates or is planned to 
operate.

2. A reclamation plant operator shall 
submit an application for the permit 
referred to in paragraph 1, or for a 
modification of an existing permit to the 
competent authority of the Member State 
in which the reclamation plant operates or 
is planned to operate.

Or. it

Justification

It is necessary to specify that the entity that must submit an application to the competent 
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authority for a permit is the reclamation plant operator.

Amendment 49

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 3 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) a Water Reuse Risk Management 
Plan drawn up in accordance with Article 
5(2);

(a) a Water Reuse Risk Management 
Plan drawn up in accordance with Annex 
II, point (a);

Or. it

Amendment 50

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 3 – point c

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) a description of how the 
reclamation plant operator will comply 
with the additional requirements proposed 
in the Water Reuse Risk Management Plan.

(c) a description of how the 
reclamation plant operator will comply 
with the additional requirements proposed 
in the Water Reuse Risk Management Plan
referred to in Article 5.

Or. it

Justification

It is for the competent authority to lay down any additional conditions with which the 
reclamation plant operator must comply.

Amendment 51

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) other relevant authorities of the 
same Member State, in particular the water 
authority, if different than the competent 

(a) other relevant authorities of the 
same Member State, in particular the water 
authority and the health authority, if 
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authority; different than the competent authority;

Or. it

Justification

For the purpose of assessing the reclamation plant operator’s application for a permit, the 
competent authority must also consult the health authority.

Amendment 52

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The competent authority shall 
decide within 3 months from the receipt of 
the complete application as referred to in 
point (a) of Article 6(3) whether to grant 
the permit. Where the competent authority 
needs more time due to the complexity of 
the application, it shall inform the applicant 
thereof, indicate the expected date of 
granting the permit and provide reasons for 
the extension.

2. The competent authority shall 
assess the application, having recourse to 
appropriate scientific assistance, and shall 
decide within 3 months from the receipt of 
the complete application as referred to in 
point (a) of Article 6(3) whether to grant or 
refuse the permit. Where the competent 
authority needs more time due to the 
complexity of the application, it shall 
inform the applicant thereof without delay, 
indicate the expected date of granting the 
permit and provide reasons for the 
extension. The decision must in any event 
be made no more than six months from 
the receipt of the complete application as 
referred to in point (a) of Article 6(3).

Or. it

Justification

The competent authority must supply its answer to the application for a permit no later than 
six months from the receipt of the complete application from the reclamation plant operator.

Amendment 53

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 3 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) conditions in relation to the (b) conditions in relation to the 
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additional requirements proposed in the 
Water Reuse Risk Management Plan;

additional requirements proposed in the 
Water Reuse Risk Management Plan
including those listed in point (d) of 
Annex II;

Or. it

Justification

The conditions in relation to additional requirements that the competent authority may lay 
down in the permit are set out in point (d) of Annex II.

Amendment 54

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 3 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3a. If such conditions are not already 
included in the risk management plan 
referred to in Article 5, the competent 
authority shall update the plan without 
delay.

Or. it

Justification

If the additional requirements are not included in the management plan drafted by the 
authority but are laid down at the time of granting the permit, the authority must immediately 
add them to the risk management plan.

Amendment 55

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 7a

Obligations of the distribution system 
operator and the end-user

1. The distribution system operator 
shall have an obligation to maintain the 
quality of reclaimed water intended for a 
specific use in accordance with the 
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requirements of section 2 of Annex I, and 
to keep in place at least the risk 
management measures set out in Part C 
of Annex II. The competent authority may 
identify in the risk management plan 
further management measures to be 
carried out by the distribution systems 
operator.

2. The end-user shall have an 
obligation to maintain the quality of 
reclaimed water intended for a specific 
use in accordance with the requirements 
of section 2 of Annex I. The competent 
authority may identify in the risk 
management plan risk management 
measures to be carried out by the end-
user. Within 24 months of the entry into 
force of this Regulation the Commission 
shall produce guidelines describing the 
key risk management tasks to be carried 
out by end-users.

Or. it

Justification

The distribution system operator and the end-users are key entities in guaranteeing the supply 
of reclaimed water in a way that is safe for human health and the environment. Therefore 
these are the entities that must ensure a specific quality of reclaimed water and put risk 
management measures in place.

Amendment 56

Proposal for a regulation
Article 8 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. In the event of non-compliance, the 
competent authority shall require the 
reclamation plant operator to take any 
necessary measures to restore compliance 
without delay.

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. it



PE628.362v01-00 34/66 PR\1163743EN.docx

EN

Amendment 57

Proposal for a regulation
Article 8 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. Where non-compliance causes a 
significant risk to the environment or to 
human health, the reclamation plant 
operator shall immediately suspend any 
further supply of the reclaimed water until 
the competent authority determines that 
compliance has been restored.

3. Where the individual value of any 
parameter exceeds the maximum 
reference value set out in section 2, point 
(a), paragraph 2 of Annex I, the 
reclamation plant operator shall
immediately suspend any further supply of 
the reclaimed water for a specific use. The
competent authority shall determine that 
compliance has been restored for one or 
more specific uses only after the 
individual value of the parameter or 
parameters because of which supply was 
suspended has been below the maximum 
value in at least three successive and 
consecutive checks.

Or. it

Justification

It is necessary to set maximum values for the reference parameters above which the 
reclamation plant operator must suspend supply of reclaimed water and to lay down 
procedures for reinstating compliance.

Amendment 58

Proposal for a regulation
Article 9 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 9a

Awareness-raising measures

Member States must implement 
awareness-raising campaigns targeting 
potential end-users and citizens, 
highlighting the water resource savings 
resulting from the reuse of urban waste 
water and the control system that 
guarantees that the reclaimed water is 



PR\1163743EN.docx 35/66 PE628.362v01-00

EN

healthy.

Or. it

Justification

With the purpose of informing end-users and citizens of the benefits and the safety of 
reclaimed water, Member States must create awareness-raising campaigns on this subject.

Amendment 59

Proposal for a regulation
Article 10 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Without prejudice to Directives 
2003/4/EC and 2007/2/EC, Member States 
shall ensure that adequate and up-to-date 
information on reuse of water is available 
online to the public. That information shall 
include the following:

1. Without prejudice to Directives 
2003/4/EC and 2007/2/EC, Member States 
shall ensure that adequate, up-to-date and 
accessible information on reuse of water is 
available online to the public or through 
other easy-to-use methods, complying 
with data protection rules. That 
information shall include the following:

Or. it

Justification

The information available to the public must be adequate, up-to-date and accessible in order 
to enable citizens to be fully informed.

Amendment 60

Proposal for a regulation
Article 10 – paragraph 1 – point a a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(aa) use of reclaimed water as a 
percentage of total freshwater used for the 
uses covered by this Regulation;

Or. it
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Justification

One of the items of information to which citizens can have access must be the reclaimed 
water, as a percentage of total freshwater, used for the purposes of this Regulation.

Amendment 61

Proposal for a regulation
Article 10 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. The Commission may, by means of 
implementing acts, lay down detailed rules 
regarding the format and presentation of 
the information to be provided under 
paragraph 1. Those implementing acts 
shall be adopted in accordance with the 
examination procedure in Article 15.

3. The Commission shall have the 
power to adopt delegated acts in 
accordance with Article 14, with a view to 
adding to this Regulation by laying down 
detailed rules regarding the format and 
presentation of the information to be 
provided under paragraph 1 of this Article.

Or. it

Amendment 62

Proposal for a regulation
Article 11 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. The Commission may, by means of 
implementing acts, lay down detailed rules 
regarding the format and presentation of 
the information to be provided in 
accordance with paragraph 1 as well as 
detailed rules regarding the format and 
presentation of the Union-wide overview 
referred to in paragraph 3. Those 
implementing acts shall be adopted in 
accordance with the examination 
procedure in Article 15.

4. The Commission shall have the 
power to adopt delegated acts in 
accordance with Article 14, with a view to 
adding to this Regulation by laying down 
detailed rules regarding the format and 
presentation of the information to be 
provided under paragraph 1 as well as 
detailed rules regarding the format and 
presentation of the Union-wide overview 
referred to in paragraph 3 of this Article.

Or. it
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Amendment 63

Proposal for a regulation
Article 13 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The Commission shall, by … [6
years after the date of entry into force of 
this Regulation], carry out an evaluation of 
this Regulation. The evaluation shall be 
based at least on the following elements:

1. The Commission shall, by … [five 
years after the date of entry into force of 
this Regulation], carry out an evaluation of 
this Regulation. The evaluation shall be 
based at least on the following elements:

Or. it

Justification

Five years is a sufficient period to allow the Commission to carry out an evaluation, and if 
necessary a revision, on the basis of the information that Member States must provide.

Amendment 64

Proposal for a regulation
Article 13 – paragraph 2 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. In the context of the evaluation 
referred to in paragraph 1, the Commission 
shall pay particular regard to the following 
aspects:

2. In the context of the evaluation 
referred to in paragraph 1, the Commission 
shall pay particular regard to the following 
aspects and, if applicable, may present a 
proposal for amendment:

Or. it

Justification

In addition to the evaluation mentioned in this Regulation, the Commission must also evaluate 
the need to present a legislative amendment.

Amendment 65

Proposal for a regulation
Article 13 – paragraph 2 a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2a. As part of the evaluation referred 
to in paragraph 1, the Commission shall 
evaluate the possibility of:

(a) extending the scope of this 
Regulation to reclaimed water intended 
for further specific uses, including reuse 
for industrial purposes;

(b) expanding the requirements of this 
Regulation to cover the indirect use of 
urban waste water;

(c) laying down minimum 
requirements applicable to the quality of 
reclaimed urban waste water for the 
purposes of aquifer recharge.

Or. it

Justification

The Commission’s evaluation must include a verification of the possibility of expanding the 
scope of this Regulation to further uses, as well as an evaluation of a possible legislative 
proposal on the minimum requirements for aquifer recharge.

Amendment 66

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The power to adopt delegated acts 
referred to in Article 4(3) and Article 5(3) 
shall be conferred on the Commission for 
an indeterminate period of time from the 
date of entry into force of this Regulation.

2. The power to adopt delegated acts 
referred to in Article 5(3), Article 10(3) 
and Article 11(4) shall be conferred on the 
Commission for a period of five years from 
[the date of entry into force of this 
Regulation]. The Commission shall draw 
up a report in respect of the delegation of 
power not later than nine months before 
the end of the five-year period. The 
delegation of power shall be tacitly 
extended for periods of an identical 
duration, unless the European Parliament 
or the Council opposes such extension not 
later than three months before the end of 
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each period.

Or. it

Amendment 67

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. The delegation of power referred to 
in Article 4(3) and Article 5(3) may be 
revoked at any time by the European 
Parliament or by the Council. A decision to 
revoke shall put an end to the delegation of 
the power specified in that decision. It shall 
take effect the day following the 
publication of the decision in the Official 
Journal of the European Union or at a later 
date specified therein. It shall not affect the 
validity of any delegated acts already in 
force.

3. The delegation of powers referred 
to in Articles 5(3), 10(3) and 11(4) may be 
revoked at any time by the European 
Parliament or by the Council. A decision to 
revoke shall put an end to the delegation of 
the power specified in that decision. It shall 
take effect the day following the 
publication of the decision in the Official 
Journal of the European Union or at a later 
date specified therein. It shall not affect the 
validity of any delegated acts already in 
force.

Or. it

Amendment 68

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

6. A delegated act adopted pursuant to 
Article 4(3) and Article 5(3) shall enter 
into force only if no objection has been 
expressed either by the European 
Parliament or by the Council within a 
period of two months of notification of that 
act to the European Parliament and the 
Council or if, before the expiry of that 
period, the European Parliament and the 
Council have both informed the 
Commission that they will not object. That 
period shall be extended by two months at 

6. A delegated act adopted pursuant to 
Articles 5(3), 10(3) and 11(4) shall enter 
into force only if no objection has been 
expressed either by the European 
Parliament or the Council within a period 
of two months of notification of that act to 
the European Parliament and the Council 
or if, before the expiry of that period, the 
European Parliament and the Council have 
both informed the Commission that they 
will not object. That period shall be 
extended by two months at the initiative of 
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the initiative of the European Parliament or 
of the Council.

the European Parliament or of the Council.

Or. it

Amendment 69

Proposal for a regulation
Article 15

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 15 deleted

Committee procedure

1. The Commission shall be assisted 
by the Committee established by Directive 
2000/60/EC. That committee shall be a 
committee within the meaning of 
Regulation (EU) No 182/2011.

2. Where reference is made to this 
paragraph, Article 5 of Regulation (EU) 
No 182/2011 shall apply.

Or. it

Justification

There are no committee procedures in the proposal for a Regulation.

Amendment 70

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) Agricultural irrigation (a) Use for agricultural irrigation 
purposes

Or. it

Justification

This amendment aligns the text with the other types of use added.
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Amendment 71

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 1 – point a a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(aa) Use for public purposes

Use for public purposes means use for the 
following activities:

- irrigation of green areas 
(including flower beds, public gardens 
and parks)

- irrigation of golf courses

- street cleaning.

Or. it

Justification

The scope of this Regulation is enlarged to include use for public purposes. Uses of this type 
are already taking place in some Member States.

Amendment 72

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 1 – point a b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ab) Use for environmental purposes

Use for environmental purposes means 
use for the following activities:

- maintenance of minimum 
ecological flow in water bodies

- combating salt-water intrusion

- improving the biodiversity of the 
natural ecosystems that are most closely 
dependent on water.

Or. it

Justification

The scope of this Regulation is enlarged to include use for environmental purposes. Uses of 
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this type are already taking place in some Member States.

Amendment 73

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – title

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2.1. Minimum requirements applicable 
to reclaimed water destined to be used for 
agricultural irrigation

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. it

Amendment 74

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The classes of reclaimed water quality and 
the allowed use and irrigation methods for 
each class are set out in Table 1. The 
minimum requirements for water quality 
are set out in point (a), Table 2. The 
minimum frequencies and performance 
targets for monitoring the reclaimed water 
are set out in point (b), Table 3 (routine 
monitoring) and Table 4 (validation 
monitoring).

The classes of reclaimed water quality and 
the allowed use and irrigation methods for 
each class in relation to the uses referred 
to in point (a) of section 1 are set out in 
Table 1. The minimum requirements for 
water quality are set out in point (a), Table 
2. The minimum frequencies and 
performance targets for monitoring the 
reclaimed water are set out in point (b), 
Table 3 (routine monitoring) and Table 4 
(validation monitoring).

Or. it

Justification

This amendment aligns the text with the new use possibilities added.

Amendment 75

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – table 1 – title
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Table 1 Classes of reclaimed water quality 
and allowed agricultural use and irrigation 
method

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. it

Amendment 76

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – table 1

Text proposed by the Commission

Minimum reclaimed water 
quality class

Crop category Irrigation method

A All food crops, including 
root crops consumed raw 
and food crops where the 
edible part is in direct 
contact with reclaimed 
water

All irrigation methods 

B Food crops consumed raw 
where the edible part is 
produced above ground 
and is not in direct contact 
with reclaimed water, 
processed food crops and 
non-food crops including 
crops to feed milk- or 
meat-producing animals

All irrigation methods 

C Drip irrigation* only

D Industrial, energy, and 
seeded crops

All irrigation methods 

______________________

(*) Drip irrigation (also called trickle irrigation) is a micro-irrigation system capable of 
delivering water drops or tiny streams to the plants and involves dripping water onto the soil 
or directly under its surface at very low rates (2-20 litres/hour) from a system of small 
diameter plastic pipes fitted with outlets called emitters or drippers.

Amendment

(Does not affect the English version.)
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Or. it

Amendment 77

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – point a – table 2 – title

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Table 2 Reclaimed water quality 
requirements for agricultural irrigation

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. it

Amendment 78

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – point a – table 2

Text proposed by the Commission

Reclaim
ed water 
quality 
class

Indicative 
technology 
target

Quality requirements

E. coli 
(cfu/100 ml)

BOD5 (mg/l) TSS 
(mg/l)

Turbidity 
(NTU)

Other

A Secondary 
treatment, 
filtration, 
and 
disinfection

≤10 or 
below 
detecti
on 
limit

≤10 ≤1
0

≤5 Legionella 
spp.: 
<1,000 
cfu/l 
where 
there is 
risk of 
aerosolizat
ion in 
greenhous
es 
Intestinal 
nematodes 
(helminth 
eggs): ≤1 

B Secondary 
treatment, 
and 
disinfection

≤100 According to 
Council 
Directive 
91/271/EEC 1 

(Annex I, Table 
1)

Accordin
g to 
Council 
Directive 
91/271/E
EC 
(Annex I,
Table 1)

-

C Secondary 
treatment, 
and 
disinfection

≤1 000 -

D Secondary ≤10 -
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treatment, 
and 
disinfection

000 egg/l for 
irrigation 
of pastures 
or forage

______________________

1 Council Directive 91/271/EEC of 21 May 1991 concerning urban waste-water treatment 
(OJ L 135, 30.5.1991, p. 40).

Amendment

Reclaimed 
water 
quality class

Indicative 
appropriate 
treatment

Limit value

E. coli 
(cfu/100 
ml)

BOD5

(mg/l)
TSS 
(mg/l)

Tur
bidit
y 
(NT
U)

Other

A Secondary 
treatment, 
filtration, and 
disinfection

≤10 or below 
detection 
limit

≤10 ≤10 ≤5 Legionell
a spp.: 
<1,000 
cfu/l 
where 
there is 
risk of 
aerosoliz
ation in 
greenhou
ses 
Intestinal 
nematode
s 
(helminth 
eggs): ≤1 
egg/l for 
irrigation 
of 
pastures 
or forage 
Salmonel
la: 
absent

B Secondary 
treatment, and 
disinfection

≤100 According to 
Council 
Directive 
91/271/EEC 1 

(Annex I, Table 
1)

Accord
ing to 
Counci
l 
Directi
ve 
91/271
/EEC 
(Anne
x I, 
Table 
1)

-

C Secondary 
treatment, and 
disinfection

≤1 000 -

D Secondary 
treatment, and 
disinfection

≤10 000 -

______________________

1 Council Directive 91/271/EEC of 21 May 1991 concerning urban waste-water treatment 
(OJ L 135, 30.5.1991, p. 40).
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Or. it

Amendment 79

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – point a – paragraph -1 (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

For the uses referred to in points (b) and 
(c) of section 1, quality requirements for 
reclaimed water equivalent to those in 
Table 2 for class A must be taken into 
account.

Or. it

Justification

This amendment aligns the minimum water quality requirements to the new uses added to the 
proposal.

Amendment 80

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – point a – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The reclaimed water will be considered 
compliant with the requirements set out in 
Table 2 if the measurements meet all of the 
following criteria:

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. it

Amendment 81

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – point a – paragraph 1 – indent 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

- The indicated values for E. coli, 
Legionella spp and Intestinal nematodes 

- The indicated values for E. coli, 
Legionella spp and Intestinal nematodes 
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are met in 90 % or more of the samples. 
None of the values of the samples can 
exceed the maximum deviation limit of 1 
log unit from the indicated value for E. coli 
and Legionella and 100 % of the indicated 
value for intestinal nematodes.

are met in 90 % or more of the samples. 
None of the maximum values of the 
samples can exceed the maximum 
deviation limit of 1 log unit from the 
indicated value for E. coli and Legionella 
and 100 % of the indicated value for 
intestinal nematodes. The absence of 
salmonella must apply to 100% of 
samples.

Or. it

Justification

It is necessary to set maximum values for the reference parameters above which the 
reclamation plant operator must suspend supply of reclaimed water.

Amendment 82

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – point a – paragraph 1 – indent 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

- The indicated values for BOD5, 
TSS, and turbidity in Class A are met in 90 
% or more of the samples. None of the 
values of the samples can exceed the 
maximum deviation limit of 100 % of the 
indicated value.

- The indicated values for BOD5, 
TSS, and turbidity in Class A are met in 90 
% or more of the samples. None of the 
maximum values of the samples can 
exceed the maximum deviation limit of 
100 % of the indicated value.

Or. it

Justification

It is necessary to set maximum values for the reference parameters above which the 
reclamation plant operator must suspend supply of reclaimed water.

Amendment 83

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – point b – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Reclamation plant operators shall perform 
routine monitoring to verify that the 
reclaimed water is complying with the 

(Does not affect the English version.)
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minimum water quality requirements set 
out in point (a). The routine monitoring 
shall be included in the verification 
procedures of the water reuse system.

Or. it

Amendment 84

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – point b – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The samples to be used to verify 
compliance with the microbiological 
parameters at the point of compliance 
shall be taken in accordance with 
standard EN ISO 19458.

Or. it

Justification

This amendment inserts the same ISO standard as in the Drinking Water Directive for the 
sampling of microbiological parameters for the purposes of verification.

Amendment 85

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – point b – table 3 – title

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Table 3 Minimum frequencies for routine 
monitoring of reclaimed water for 
agricultural irrigation

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. it

Amendment 86

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – point b – table 3
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Text proposed by the Commission

Minimum monitoring frequencies

Reclaimed 
water 
quality class

E. coli BOD5 TSS Turbidity Legionella 
spp. (when 
applicable)

Intestinal 
nematodes 
(when 
applicable)

A Once a week Once a week Once a week Continuous Once a week Twice a 
month or 
frequency 
determined 
by the 
reclamation 
plant 
operator 
according to 
the number 
of eggs in 
waste water 
entering the 
reclamation 
plant

B Once a week According 
to Council 
Directive 
91/271/EEC 
(Annex I, 
Section D)

According 
to Council 
Directive 
91/271/EEC 
(Annex I, 
Section D)

-

C Twice a 
month

-

D Twice a 
month

-

Amendment

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. it

Amendment 87

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – point b – paragraph 1 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

For the uses referred to in points (b) and 
(c) of section 1, minimum routine 
monitoring frequencies for reclaimed 
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water equivalent to those in Table 3 for 
class A must be taken into account.

Or. it

(To be inserted after Table 3.)

Justification

This amendment aligns the minimum water monitoring frequencies to the new uses added to 
the proposal.

Amendment 88

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – point b – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Validation monitoring has to be performed 
before the reclamation plant is put into 
operation, when equipment is upgraded, 
and when new equipment or processes are 
added.

Validation monitoring has to be performed 
before the reclamation plant is put into 
operation, when equipment is upgraded, 
and when new equipment or processes are 
added or at any time when a new permit is 
granted or an existing permit is modified.

Or. it

Justification

Validation monitoring of a reclamation plant must also take place at any time that a new 
permit is granted or an existing permit is modified.

Amendment 89

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – point b – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Validation monitoring shall be performed 
for the most stringent reclaimed water 
quality class, Class A, to assess that the 
performance targets (log10 reduction) are 
complied with. Validation monitoring 
entails the monitoring of the indicator 
microorganisms associated to each group 
of pathogens (bacteria, virus and protozoa). 

Validation monitoring shall be performed 
for the most stringent reclaimed water 
quality class, Class A, for water reclaimed 
for the uses referred to in points (b) and 
(c) of section 1,to assess that the 
performance targets (log10 reduction) are 
complied with. Validation monitoring 
entails the monitoring of the indicator 
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The indicator microorganisms selected are 
E. coli for pathogenic bacteria, F-specific 
coliphages, somatic coliphages or 
coliphages for pathogenic viruses, and 
Clostridium perfringens spores or spore-
forming sulfate-reducing bacteria for 
protozoa. Performance targets (log10

reduction) for the validation monitoring for 
the selected indicator microorganisms are 
set out in Table 4 and shall be met at the 
outlet of the reclamation plant (point of 
compliance), considering the 
concentrations of the raw waste water 
effluent entering the urban waste water 
treatment plant.

microorganisms associated to each group 
of pathogens (bacteria, virus and protozoa). 
The indicator microorganisms selected are 
E. coli for pathogenic bacteria, F-specific 
coliphages, somatic coliphages or 
coliphages for pathogenic viruses, and 
Clostridium perfringens spores or spore-
forming sulfate-reducing bacteria for 
protozoa. Performance targets (log10

reduction) Performance targets (log10 
reduction) for the validation monitoring for 
the selected indicator microorganisms are 
set out in Table 4 and shall be met at the 
point of compliance, considering the 
concentrations of the raw waste water 
effluent entering the urban waste water 
treatment plant.

Or. it

Justification

This amendment aligns the reclaimed water validation monitoring with the new uses added to 
the proposal.

Amendment 90

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – point b – table 4 – title

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Table 4 Validation monitoring of reclaimed 
water for agricultural irrigation

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. it

Amendment 91

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – point b – table 4

Text proposed by the Commission

Reclaimed water quality class Indicator microorganisms (*) Performance targets for the 
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treatment chain (log10 
reduction)

A E. coli ≥ 5.0

Total coliphages/ F-specific 
coliphages/somatic 
coliphages/coliphages(**) 

≥ 6.0 

Clostridium perfringens 
spores/spore-forming sulfate-
reducing bacteria(***)

≥ 5.0

Amendment

(Does not affect the English version)

Or. it

Amendment 92

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – point b – table 4 – footnote 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(*) The reference pathogens 
Campylobacter, Rotavirus and 
Cryptosporidium can also be used for 
validation monitoring purposes instead of 
the proposed indicator microorganisms. 
The following log10 reduction performance 
targets should then apply: Campylobacter 
(≥ 5.0), Rotavirus (≥ 6.0) and 
Cryptosporidium (≥ 5.0).

(*) The reference pathogens 
Campylobacter, Rotavirus and 
Cryptosporidium can also be used for 
validation monitoring purposes instead of 
the proposed indicator microorganisms. 
The following log10 reduction performance 
targets should then apply: Campylobacter 
(≥ 5.0), Rotavirus (≥ 6.0) and 
Cryptosporidium (≥ 5.0). The national 
health authority may lay down further 
indicators relating to the specific case, 
when there is evidence of a need to 
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guarantee a high level of protection of 
human and animal health and the 
environment.

Or. it

Amendment 93

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – section 2 – point 2.1 – point b – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Methods of analysis for monitoring shall 
be validated and documented by the 
operator in accordance with EN ISO/IEC-
17025 or other national or international 
standards which ensure an equivalent 
quality.

Methods of analysis for monitoring shall 
be validated and documented by the 
operator in accordance with EN ISO/IEC-
17025 or other national or international 
standards which ensure an equivalent 
quality. The reclamation plant operator 
must ensure that the laboratories selected 
for the validation monitoring implement 
quality management practices in 
accordance with standard ISO/IEC 
17025.

Or. it

Justification

This amendment inserts the same ISO standard as in the Drinking Water Directive for the 
laboratories selected for to carry out validation monitoring.

Amendment 94

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) Tasks to be carried out by the plant 
operator

Or. it

(To be inserted after the title ‘Key risk management tasks’.)
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Justification

The risk management plan must define the minimum tasks to be carried out by the plant 
operator.

Amendment 95

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point -1 (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

-1. Conduct an improvement analysis 
of the urban waste water reclamation 
plant that takes into consideration at least 
the development costs of the plant 
compared to regional demand for 
reclaimed water, the potential end-users 
and the plant’s treated water 
requirements, and assesses the quality of 
the treated water entering the plant.

Or. it

Justification

The risk management plan must define the minimum tasks to be carried out by the plant 
operator.

Amendment 96

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2a. Ensure that, where all the treated 
water is not reused, the urban waste water 
reclamation plant is equipped with an 
alternative for discharging the treated 
waste water.

Or. it

Justification

The risk management plan must define the minimum tasks to be carried out by the plant 
operator.
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Amendment 97

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point 2 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2b. Ensure that adequate quality 
control systems and procedures are in 
place, including monitoring of the 
reclaimed water for relevant parameters, 
and that adequate maintenance 
programmes for equipment are 
established.

Or. it

Justification

The risk management plan must define the minimum tasks to be carried out by the plant 
operator.

Amendment 98

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point 2 c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2c. Ensure that environmental 
monitoring systems are in place that will 
detect any negative effects of the water 
reuse, as well as ensure that feedback 
from the monitoring is provided and that 
all processes and procedures are 
appropriately validated and documented. 
It is recommended that the reclamation 
plant operator set up and maintain a 
quality management system certified 
under ISO 9001 or equivalent.

Or. it

Justification

The risk management plan must define the minimum tasks to be carried out by the plant 
operator.
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Amendment 99

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point 2 d (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2d. Ensure that an appropriate system 
is in place to manage incidents and 
emergencies, including procedures to 
provide appropriate information to all 
relevant parties regarding events, and 
keep a regularly updated emergency 
response plan.

Or. it

Justification

The risk management plan must define the minimum tasks to be carried out by the plant 
operator.

Amendment 100

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) Tasks to be carried out by the 
competent authority

Or. it

(To be inserted after point 2)

Justification

The risk management plan must define the minimum tasks to be carried out by the competent 
authority.

Amendment 101

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II –– point 2 e (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2e. Identify potential hazards, in 
particular the presence of pollutants and 
pathogens, and the potential for 
hazardous events such as treatment 
failures, accidental leakages or 
contamination in the described water 
reuse system.

Or. it

Justification

The risk management plan must define the minimum tasks to be carried out by the competent 
authority.

Amendment 102

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II –– point 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. Identify the environments, 
populations and individuals at risk of direct 
or indirect exposure to the identified 
potential hazards, taking into account 
specific environmental factors such as local 
hydrogeology, topology, soil type and 
ecology, and factors related to the type of 
crops and farming practices. Possible 
irreversible or long-term negative effects of 
the water reclamation operation have to be 
considered as well.

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. it

Amendment 103

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point 4 – subparagraph 3  – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The following requirements and The following requirements and 
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obligations shall, as a minimum, be taken 
into account in the risk assessment:

obligations must, as a minimum, be 
complied with in the risk assessment:

Or. it

Justification

The minimum provisions set out below must be complied with in the risk assessment, as a 
minimum.

Amendment 104

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) Tasks to be carried out by the 
distribution system operator

1. Ensure that the reclaimed waste 
water distribution system is separate and 
constructed so as to avoid risks of 
contamination of the supply and 
distribution system for water for human 
consumption.

2. Ensure that the reclaimed waste 
water distribution system is appropriately 
marked, and, where it is constructed with 
open storm drains, that it is adequately 
signed with properly visible signage, 
including where waste water is mixed with 
water of other origins.

Or. it

(To be inserted after point 4, paragraph 3, point r.)

Justification

The risk management plan must define the minimum tasks of the distribution system operator.

Amendment 105

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point d (new) 
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(d) Conditions relating to the 
additional requirements

Or. it

(To be inserted before point 5.)

Justification

Point (d) is an autonomous point listing the additional requirements that the competent 
authority may lay down in the permit.

Amendment 106

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point 5 – subparagraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

When necessary and appropriate to ensure 
sufficient protection of the environment 
and human health, specify requirements for 
water quality and monitoring that are 
additional to and/or stricter than those 
specified in Annex I.

When necessary and appropriate to ensure 
sufficient protection of the environment 
and human health, the competent authority 
shall specify requirements for water 
quality and monitoring that are additional 
to and/or stricter than those specified in 
Annex I.

Or. it

Justification

On the basis of Article 5, it is for the competent authority to lay down additional conditions.

Amendment 107

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point 5 – subparagraph 2 –  point e

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(e) other substances of emerging 
concern;

(e) other pollutants that have emerged 
as significant from environmental 
analyses carried out at local level;
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Or. it

Justification

It is necessary to make the text clearer to verify and stress that the additional conditions must 
take into account pollutants that are significant at local level.

Amendment 108

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point 5 – subparagraph 2 – point f a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(fa) presence of microplastics;

Or. it

Justification

The presence of microplastics in the reclaimed water must also be assessed as one of the 
additional conditions.

Amendment 109

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point e (new) 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(e) Preventive measures

Or. it

(To be inserted after point 5.)

Justification

Point (e) is an autonomous point that lists the preventive measures which may be set out in 
the risk management plan.

Amendment 110

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point 6 – table 1
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Text proposed by the Commission

Reclaimed water quality class Specific preventive measures

A - Pigs must not be exposed to fodder 
irrigated with reclaimed water unless there is 
sufficient data to indicate that the risks for a 
specific case can be managed.

B - Prohibition of harvesting of wet 
irrigated or dropped produce.

- Exclude lactating dairy cattle from 
pasture until pasture is dry. 

- Fodder has to be dried or ensiled 
before packaging. 

- Pigs must not be exposed to fodder 
irrigated with reclaimed water unless there is 
sufficient data to indicate that the risks for a 
specific case can be managed.

C - Prohibition of harvesting of wet 
irrigated or dropped produce.

- Exclude grazing animals from pasture 
for five days after last irrigation.

- Fodder has to be dried or ensiled 
before packaging.

- Pigs must not be exposed to fodder 
irrigated with reclaimed water unless there is 
sufficient data to indicate that the risks for a 
specific case can be managed.

D - Prohibition of harvesting of wet 
irrigated or dropped produce.

Amendment

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. it
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Amendment 111

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

7. Ensure that adequate quality 
control systems and procedures are in 
place, including monitoring of the 
reclaimed water for relevant parameters, 
and that adequate maintenance 
programmes for equipment are 
established.

deleted

Or. it

Justification

The provisions in paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 are included in the key tasks to be carried out by the 
plant operator set out in Amendment 96.

Amendment 112

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

8. Ensure that environmental 
monitoring systems are in place that will 
detect any negative effects of the water 
reuse, as well as ensure that feedback 
from the monitoring is provided and that 
all processes and procedures are 
appropriately validated and documented.

deleted

It is recommended that the reclamation 
plant operator set up and maintain a 
quality management system certified 
under ISO 9001 or equivalent. 

Or. it

Justification

The provisions in paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 are included in the key tasks to be carried out by the 
plant operator set out in Amendment 96.
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Amendment 113

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

9. Ensure that an appropriate system 
is in place to manage incidents and 
emergencies, including procedures to 
inform all relevant parties appropriately 
such event, and keep a regularly updated 
emergency response plan.

deleted

Or. it

Justification

The provisions in paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 are included in the key tasks to be carried out by the 
plant operator set out in Amendment 96.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Introduction

Increasing global competition for the use of water poses a growing risk to the economy, 
communities and the ecosystems they rely on. For example, in 2017 global withdrawals 
amounted to approximately 6 000 cubic kilometres, and it is estimated that this may rise to 
approximately 8 700 cubic kilometres in 2050, and nearly 12 700 cubic kilometres in 2100. 

This continuous increase in demand, together with the effects of climate change and the 
resulting increase in average temperatures, raises the alarm that there may be increasing 
numbers of areas subject to water scarcity.

The issue of sound and efficient management of water resources is therefore becoming 
increasingly pressing. Increasingly, and with just cause, water is seen more and more as a 
precious and scarce resource.

Europe is not an arid continent, but water supplies are now a concern for almost half of the EU 
population.

Europe’s geography and climate mean that water distribution is uneven in the EU, a situation 
made worse by human activity. In southern Europe, for instance, tourist development has 
increased demand for water, resulting in desertification and salt-water intrusion into aquifers 
located in some coastal freshwater zones. According to studies carried out by the EEA, if we 
look at the water exploitation index, we find countries such as Cyprus, Bulgaria, Belgium, 
Spain, Italy and Malta where the ratio is currently 20% or higher. This equates to serious stress 
on water reserves. Water scarcity is most acute in the south, but by no means limited to these 
areas: the Commission has pointed out that most Member States have suffered episodes of 
drought since 1976, and many now report frequent water scarcity problems and over-exploited 
aquifers.

Water scarcity is a phenomenon that affects at least 11% of the European population and 17% 
of EU territory.  Since 1980, the number of droughts in Europe has increased, and they have 
become more severe, costing an estimated EUR 100 billion over the past 30 years.

The droughts of the summer of 2017 illustrated, once again, the extent of economic losses; the 
Italian farming sector alone predicted losses of EUR 2 billion. This trend is expected to continue: 
water scarcity is no longer confined to a few corners of Europe, but is already a concern across the 
EU. 

Finding appropriate solutions at EU level to protect water has therefore become crucially 
important in maintaining a high level of wellbeing for citizens and in preserving the 
environment.

Context of the proposal

In its 2012 Communication entitled ‘A Blueprint to Safeguard Europe's Water Resources’ the 
Commission had already identified the reuse of urban waste water as one of the alternative 
water supply measures with a low environmental impact able to address the problem of water 
scarcity.

The EU legislation, and specifically the Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC), mentioned 
the reuse of urban waste water as an additional measure for the efficient management of water 
resources.

However, the benefits deriving from this activity have not yet been fully realised, because of 
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the lack of clear legislation and specific rules. 

According to the data provided by the Commission, the total potential for reuse of water by 
2025 is approximately 6.6 billion m3, compared to the current 1.1 billion m3 per year. That 
would require investment of less than EUR 700 million and would make it possible to reuse 
over 50% of the total volume of water coming from EU waste water treatment plants 
theoretically available for irrigation, avoiding more than 5% of direct extraction from bodies of 
wastes and groundwater.

The Commission’s proposal sets out to achieve the above-mentioned objectives by laying down 
harmonised rules at EU level, with a view to avoiding differing requirements in Member States 
having an adverse effect on a level playing field and causing obstacles to the smooth operation 
of the internal market.

The Commission’s proposal is limited to reclaimed water used for the purpose of agricultural 
irrigation, since agriculture is one of the major water-using sectors. The proposal also sets itself 
the aim of ensuring that the reclaimed water is safe, thus protecting citizens and the 
environment. 

The rapporteur supports the need for a regulation to lay down harmonised criteria at EU level 
for the reuse of urban waste water. For this reason, she considers the proposal to be a useful 
tool for ensuring safety and increased uptake of reclamation activities.

However, she considers it necessary to make some amendments with a view to making the 
legislation clearer, particularly in relation to the definitions, roles and responsibilities of the 
various entities involved and the main risk management activities. The rapporteur also 
considers it important to expand the scope of this regulation to include uses for public and 
environmental purposes, so that the benefits deriving from the reuse of water may be increased. 

There needs to be a more precise definition of the difference between ‘treated’ water, i.e. water 
given appropriate treatment, as required by Directive 91/271/EEC, and reclaimed water 
included within the scope of this regulation.

It is necessary to define the main entities involved in urban waste water reclamation operations. 
For this reason, alongside the treatment plant operator, the reclamation plant operator and the 
end-user, the role of the distribution system operator is also defined and governed.

The rapporteur supports the requirement for a risk management plan for the recovery of 
reclaimed water, but considers that this task should be coordinated by the competent authority, 
which can provide a more accurate and independent assessment of the entire water supply chain. 
Annex II then identifies the minimum tasks to be carried out by the different entities.

With regard to the minimum quality requirements for reclaimed water, the rapporteur agrees 
with the parameters proposed by the Commission based on the JRC study, but considers it 
necessary to add a further ‘Salmonella’ parameter to guarantee even greater food safety for 
citizens.

It is important not to restrict possible uses solely to use for agricultural irrigation purposes but 
to expand them, as is already the case in some Member States, to include public purposes 
(irrigation of green areas or golf courses) and environmental purposes (combating salt-water 
intrusion or maintaining minimum ecological flow). To that end, the rapporteur considers that 
those uses should fall within the parameters relating to the most stringent class, Class A. The 
rapporteur has decided not to set harmonised parameters for reuse for industrial purposes but 
considers that such reuse ought to be incentivised and regulated at national level on the basis of 
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individual cases.

The rapporteur also considers it vital to focus on the need for awareness-raising measures 
highlighting the water resource savings resulting from the reuse of urban waste water and the 
control system that guarantees that the reclaimed water is healthy. 

Finally, the rapporteur regrets that harmonised rules on recharging aquifers were not included 
in the scope of the Commission’s proposal. For that reason she is asking that in the review, 
which will be brought forward to five years, there should be an option to submit a legislative 
proposal on that subject. The Commission is also asked to look at the need for a specific 
regulation on indirect reuse. 
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