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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on 
International Trade, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas, even though trade agreements impact women and men differently owing to 
gender inequalities in certain sectors, the TiSA public consultation made no reference to 
the demand for greater consideration to be given to integrating gender equality issues and 
there is insufficient consensus on ways of integrating gender equality issues in trade and 
the gender dimension is currently integrated only to a limited extent in trade policies and 
agreement; whereas the gender-specific consequences of ongoing trade liberalisation have 
yet to be fully investigated;

B. whereas the success of trade policy should be judged on whether it positively impacts 
women and men equally, and therefore the various and complex effects on the genders 
must be studied, analysed and identified from the preliminary stages; notes that the 
precautionary principle should serve as the basis in this case as well;

C. whereas gender relations influence all economic activities and processes and are reflected 
labour, employment and salary matters; whereas women continue to be discriminated 
against on a structural level and the gender pay gap, for example, still exists in all corners 
of the world; whereas the gender pay gap is also used as a competitive advantage, but a 
trade agreement should work to stop this;

D. whereas Parliament did not have the possibility to express its position before the Council 
adopted the negotiating mandate for the Trade in Services Agreement (TiSA) and voted 
for a motion for resolution on 4 July 2013 to express its position on the negotiating 
mandate for TiSA;

E. whereas women around the world suffer in particular from the effects of climate change 
and some of them even are forced to abandon their homes are a result of this; notes that 
trade policy should seek to prevent this from happening and should therefore be designed 
with environmental sustainability in mind;

F. whereas an above-average number of women are employed in public service or in the 
public service sector and, as users of these services, are more dependent on high-quality, 
affordable, conveniently located and demand-driven public services than men, particularly 
with regard to social services such as child care and care for the elderly; whereas 
reductions and cuts to public services, as well as price increases, tend to shift these care 
services onto unpaid women who, as a result, are unable to pursue insurable employment 
or may only be employed so a part-time basis;

G. whereas a reduction or cuts in public services and provisions usually shifts labour costs 
and risks on to the unpaid care workers and the household economy, which is 
predominantly female and will consequently hinder gender equality;

H. whereas although TiSA might be an opportunity for sustainable growth, it should also 
encourage an exchange of best practices and promote compliance with high standards of 
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human rights for all interested parties; whereas TiSA should as such advance gender 
equality and should on no account weaken the progress attained by the EU and its 
Member States in this field;

I. whereas TiSA is intended to set a new model for global trade, with 51 participants 
representing 70% of the world’s trade in services, and it is crucial that any new global 
trade arrangements advance gender equality;

1. Points out that respect for the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union is a 
binding legal requirement that the Commission should implement, among other things, 
through sustainability impact assessments; in this context, calls on the Commission to 
include gender-specific indicators and to perform a gender-specific impact assessment, 
disaggregated on the basis of age and socioeconomic factors and reflecting the different 
roles of women, in order to guarantee that the EU is beyond reproach in upholding and 
promoting women’s rights;

2. Stresses that the EU is obliged to ensure a high level of protection for human, labour and 
consumer rights, for the promotion of gender equality, and for social and environmental 
standards; believes that these values should guide transnational and national trade, 
including agreements such as TiSA that should also be used as a means of actively 
supporting these objectives;

3. Believes that the Commission should monitor and, three years after the entry into force of 
TiSA, evaluate the impact of the agreement on gender equality between men and women 
and on respect for fundamental human rights;

4. Believes in any event that all signatory Member States to TiSA should commit themselves 
to ensuring respect for gender equality and respect for fundamental rights, and also with 
regard to the liberalisation and opening-up of national and local markets;

5. Stresses the need to ensure the utmost transparency of relevant texts and where 
appropriate to ensure the quality of ongoing negotiations;

6. Regrets that women are poorly represented within the European trade sector and in third 
country relations, and that scant attention is paid to ensuring that men and women have 
equal opportunities to access services;

7. Regrets the fact that the Council did not wait for Parliament’s view before granting the 
mandate and considers this a lost opportunity to make the negotiations fully democratic 
and to involve those who might be most affected by TiSA, for example women, from the 
very beginning;

8. Calls on the Commission to maintain, and to increase, policy coherence among different 
but interlinked policies, such as trade, development, employment, migration and gender 
equality, and to include the impact on women’s and girl’s rights, their empowerment, as 
well as the right to health, education, food, work and water; calls on the Commission to 
include these considerations in its impact assessments to avoid any negative impact from 
TiSA, or from interactions between various trade agreements;

9. Strongly recommends that the EU exercise its political will in order to ensure that 
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European, national and local authorities retain the full right to introduce, adopt, maintain 
or repeal any measures with regard to the commissioning, organisation, funding and 
provision of public services and exclude in particular all social services, both publicly and 
privately funded, from the scope of TiSA and to include a gold standard clause for these 
services in order to safeguard their quality; stresses in this regard the importance of 
education and health, and ensuring access for women and girls to these services at all 
times;

10. Is concerned that the impact of TiSA might be gender biased; recalls in this context the 
importance of ensuring gender-balanced negotiation teams and, if necessary, of gender-
sensitive measures in Member States upon the implementation of TiSA;

11. Calls for the inclusion of a human rights clause in TiSA that includes gender equality, in 
order to guarantee the protection of girl’s and women’s rights and their participation in 
trade and services, as well as the inclusion of appropriate indicators to guarantee that 
gender equality is guaranteed upon the implementation of TiSA;

12. Asks the Commission and the Member States to collect gender-disaggregated statistics to 
better assess the impact of trade policies and agreements on gender equality and to 
implement positive discrimination measures;

13. Asks the Commission to guarantee that ecological and social criteria, including gender 
equality criteria, can be applied in awarding public procurement contracts;

14. Asks the Commission to ensure that where TiSA addresses the ICT services, it is 
compatible with increasing women’s representation in the sector;

15. Calls for continuing and stepping up, in line with the recommendations of the European 
Ombudsman on TTIP, ongoing efforts to increase transparency in the negotiations by the 
immediate publication of all documents relevant to TiSA, including negotiation proposals, 
especially consolidated negotiation texts; urges continuous and transparent engagement be 
reinforced with national parliaments and all relevant ministries at Member State level; 
calls for all stakeholders, including civil society organisations, especially women’s 
organisations, and the European social partners to be allowed to participate in the 
negotiating process;

16. Considers it crucial that the agreement includes a clause that enables countries to reverse 
the liberalisation of services, especially in the event that liberalisation has negative effects 
on women; calls, therefore, for a positive list and as for the exclusion of ratchet and 
standstill clauses from the agreement.
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