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SHORT JUSTIFICATION
Women's rights are human rights. Article 8 of the Treaty of the European Union gives the Union the task of eliminating inequalities and promoting equality between men and women through all its activities. Achieving gender equality is in all our interests. Gender equal societies are more stable and more democratic. Gender equality is also directly linked to the economy, with positive GDP per capita impacts. Gender equality impacts economic growth through more women in STEM education, higher labour market participation of women and a lower gender pay gap[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE): Economic benefits of gender equality in the European Union (2017), available: https://eige.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/mh0217174enn_web.pdf
] 


Yet overall progress on gender equality in Europe is very slow, as reflected in the Gender Equality Index of 2017. Often silent and hidden multiple levels of discrimination against and unequal treatment of women, as well as various forms of violence against women, violates the fundamental rights of women. The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (the Istanbul Convention) remains to be ratified by all Member States.

Gender equality is not a static end-situation. Constant efforts must be made to promote and to maintain gender equality. For this purpose, gender mainstreaming throughout the new Rights and Values Programme is essential. Gender impact assessments and monitoring gender equality indicators has to be ensured. Gender budgeting and training on gender mainstreaming should be ensured for the quality functioning of the Programme and its Calls for Proposals. 

Gender equality and preventing and combating all forms of violence against women and girls should be specific focus areas of the Rights and Values Programme, with a separate allocation ensured for the Daphne strand. In all programming, not just of the Daphne strand, the participation of women should be ensured, through targeted approaches, where necessary. Only through such investments can we reach gender equality, and the ultimate objective of equality and rights-based, inclusive and democratic society free of violence.
AMENDMENTS
[bookmark: IntroA]The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, as the committee responsible, to take into account the following amendments:

<RepeatBlock-Amend><Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>1</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 8</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(8)	Equality between women and men is a fundamental value and an objective of the European Union. Discrimination against and unequal treatment of women violates their fundamental rights and prevents their full political, social and economic participation in society. In addition, the existence of structural and cultural barriers hinders the achievement of real gender equality. Promoting gender equality in all activities of the Union is therefore a core activity for the Union and a driver for economic growth and should be supported by the programme.
	(8)	Equality between women and men is a fundamental value and an objective of the European Union. Article 8 gives the Union the task of eliminating inequalities and promoting equality between men and women through all its activities. Yet overall progress on gender equality is very slow. (Gender Equality Index 2017). Often silent and hidden intersectional discrimination against and unequal treatment of women, as well as various forms of violence against women, violates their fundamental rights and prevents their full political, social and economic participation in society. In addition, the existence of structural and cultural barriers hinders the achievement of real gender equality. Promoting gender equality by actively tackling stereotypes and addressing silent discrimination in all activities of the Union is therefore a core activity for the Union and a driver for economic growth and should be supported by the programme.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>2</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 9</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(9)	Gender-based violence and violence against children and young people constitute a serious violation of fundamental rights. Violence persists throughout the Union, in all social and economic contexts, and has serious repercussions on victims’ physical and psychological health and on society as a whole. Children, young people and women are particularly vulnerable to violence, in particular in close relationships. Action should be taken to promote the rights of the child and to contribute to the protection of children from harm and violence, which pose a danger to their physical and mental health and constitute a breach of their rights to development, protection and dignity. Combating all forms of violence, promoting prevention and protecting and supporting victims are priorities of the Union which help fulfil individuals’ fundamental rights and contribute to equality between women and men. Those priorities should be supported by the Programme.
	(9)	Gender-based violence and violence against children, young people and older people constitute a serious violation of fundamental rights, and damages human dignity, gender equality and self-respect. Violence - including crimes that disproportionately impact on women, such as rape, stalking and domestic violence -persists throughout the Union, in all social and economic contexts, and has serious repercussions on victims’ physical and psychological health and on society as a whole. Gender-based violence requires a multi-dimensional approach covering legal, educational, health, economic and other societal aspects. Children, young people, older people and women are particularly vulnerable to violence, in particular in close relationships. The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (the Istanbul Convention) defines ‘violence against women’ as “all acts of gender-based violence that result in, or are likely to result in, physical, sexual, psychological or economic harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life”. Action should be taken to promote the rights of the child and to contribute to the protection of children from harm and violence, which pose a danger to their physical and mental health and constitute a breach of their rights to development, protection and dignity. Combating all forms of violence, as defined in the Istanbul Convention, promoting prevention and protecting and supporting victims are priorities of the Union which help fulfil individuals’ fundamental rights and contribute to equality between women and men. Those priorities should be supported by the Programme.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>3</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 10</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(10)	Strong political will and coordinated action based on the methods and results of the previous Daphne Programmes, the Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme and the Justice Programme are necessary in order to prevent and combat all forms of violence and to protect victims. In particular, since its launch in 1997, the Daphne funding to support victims of violence and combat the violence against women, children and young people has been a genuine success, both in terms of its popularity with stakeholders (public authorities, academic institutions and non-governmental organisations) and in terms of the effectiveness of the funded projects. It has funded projects to raise awareness, to provide support services to victims, to support the activities of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) working on the ground. It has addressed all forms of violence, such as for instance domestic violence, sexual violence, trafficking in human beings, as well as new emerging forms of violence such as cyber-bullying. It is therefore important to continue all these actions and that those results and lessons learned are taken into due consideration in the implementation of the Programme.
	(10)	Strong political will and coordinated action based on the methods and results of the previous Daphne Programmes, the Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme and the Justice Programme are necessary in order to prevent and combat all forms of violence, including multiple levels of gender-based violence, and to protect victims. In particular, since its launch in 1997, the Daphne funding to support victims of violence and combat the violence against women, children and young people has been a genuine success, both in terms of its popularity with stakeholders (public authorities, academic institutions and non-governmental organisations) and in terms of the effectiveness of the funded projects. It has funded projects to raise awareness, to provide support services to victims, to support the activities of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) working on the ground. It has addressed all forms of violence, such as for instance domestic violence, sexual violence, trafficking in human beings, as well as new emerging forms of violence such as cyber-bullying. It is therefore important to continue all these actions and that those results and lessons learned are taken into due consideration in the implementation of the Programme.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>4</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 19</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	[bookmark: _GoBack](19)	The Commission should ensure overall consistency, complementarity and synergies with the work of Union bodies, offices and agencies, in particular the European Institute for Gender Equality and the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, and should take stock of the work of other national and international actors in the areas covered by the Programme.
	(19)	The Commission should ensure overall consistency, complementarity and synergies with the work of Union bodies, offices and agencies, in particular the European Institute for Gender Equality and the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, and should take stock of the work of other national and international actors in the areas covered by the Programme. The Commission should actively guide participants of this Programme to use the reports and resources generated by these Union bodies, offices and agencies, such as the gender budgeting and gender assessment tools developed by the European Institute for Gender Equality.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>5</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point a</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(a)	preventing and combating inequalities and discrimination on grounds of sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation, and supporting comprehensive policies to promote gender equality and anti-discrimination and their mainstreaming as well policies to combat racism and all forms of intolerance;
	(a)	preventing and combating inequalities and discrimination on grounds of sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation, or any combination of these, and supporting comprehensive policies to promote gender equality and anti-discrimination and their mainstreaming as well policies to combat racism and all forms of intolerance;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>6</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point -a a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(- aa)	promoting the full implementation of the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (the Istanbul Convention) at all levels;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>7</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point a</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(a)	preventing and combating all forms of violence against children, young people and women, as well as violence against other groups at risk;
	(a)	preventing and combating all forms of violence against children, young people and women, as well as violence against other groups at risk such as older persons;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>8</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point b</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(b)	supporting and protecting victims of such violence.
	(b)	supporting and ensuring the same level of protection throughout the EU for victims of such violence.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend></RepeatBlock-Amend>
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