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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

– having regard to the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence 
against women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention),

– having regard to the Global Gender Gap Report 2017 published by the World Economic 
Forum,

– having regard to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW),

1. Is disappointed that the situation of women has not improved in most countries affected 
by the Arab Spring in spite of their large-scale support for the revolutions;

2. Underlines that women’s commitment and empowerment in the public, political, 
economic and cultural spheres of the countries in the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) region are vital if long-term stability, peace and economic prosperity are to be 
achieved; considers that women’s access to education, supported by civil society 
organisations, is essential in order to accomplish this;

3. Calls on the countries in the MENA region to implement the Beijing Action Plan for 
education and health as fundamental human rights;

4. Also calls on these countries to take the requisite measures to uphold gender equality in 
society, for example by adopting national action plans in conjunction with civil society 
stakeholders;

5. Calls on the countries in the MENA region to reform their legislation on personal status 
with a view to eliminating laws which discriminate against women and to combat all 
forms of violence against women by ratifying the Istanbul Convention;

6. Notes the considerable economic and social disparities between urban and rural areas 
which often deprive women of the means to be independent; Calls for a stronger process 
of decentralisation and the empowerment of the regions through the development of 
local autonomies;

7. Underlines that combating unemployment would promote growth, high-quality education 
and employment; therefore recommends using funding from the European 
Neighbourhood Policy to boost support for SMEs and micro-enterprises, where women 
are particularly prominent;

8. Notes also the importance of the agricultural sector for the economies of the countries in 
the MENA region; emphasises the direct influence of climate change on the agricultural 
sector and on women in particular; calls on all the Member States to put into practice 
the commitments undertaken under the conclusions agreed at the 62nd session of the 
UN’s Commission on the Status of Women;
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9. Emphasises that women can be powerful drivers of change, able to draw up and 
implement effective strategies for climate adaptation, conflict resolution, anti-
radicalisation and reducing the impact of these;

10. Stresses the vital need to conduct additional research and improve the gathering of data 
by gender on disparate situations between the sexes in employment, education, health 
and the distribution of wealth; more specifically, urges the countries in the MENA 
region to gather data on an individual basis and not only by household.
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