ORAL QUESTION H-0184/07

for Question Time at the part-session in April 2007
pursuant to Rule 109 of the Rules of Procedure

by Glenis Willmott

to the Council

Subject: Type 1 diabetes

Type 1 diabetes, a condition most commonly found in children, is a disease which predominantly
affects European populations, more so than the much talked about type 2 diabetes. Finland has the
highest registered number of sufferers in the world, with the UK ranked fourth on the list. There is
little understanding of what causes type 1 diabetes and attention needs to be turned towards ensuring
that sufferers can enjoy the best quality of life possible. A timely and accurate diagnosis and effective
control is essential for this.

What measures does the Council intend to take to ensure not only that all diabetes sufferers have
access to a minimum standard of care across Member States but also to ensure that the insulin pump,
widely believed to be the best tool currently available to help well-motivated diabetes sufferers to
achieve improved control and quality of life, is available to all those who need it?
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