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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Economic and Monetary Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

– having regard to its resolution of 25 February 2014 on Single Market governance within 
the European Semester 20141,

– having regard to the Commission report of 13 November 2013 entitled ‘A Single Market 
for growth and jobs: an analysis of progress made and remaining obstacles in the Member 
States – Contribution to the Annual Growth Survey 2014’ (COM(2013)0785),

– having regard to the Commission communication of 2 June 2014 entitled ‘2014 European 
Semester: Country-specific recommendations – Building Growth’ (COM(2014)0400),

1. Notes that the objectives of the Europe 2020 Strategy are yet to be achieved and believes 
that, with a view to the update required, stronger measures should be put in place to 
bridge the present gap;

2. Calls on the Commission to use the opportunity presented by the mid-term review of the 
Europe 2020 Strategy and the revision of the Integrated Guidelines to strengthen the role 
of the Single Market, including the increasingly important digital agenda, in growth, 
innovation and jobs and to reinforce EU competitiveness in the key growth areas 
identified as the services sector, the energy sector, the transport sector and the Digital 
Single Market; 

3. Reiterates its call on the Commission to put forward proposals, within the framework of 
the mid-term review of the Europe 2020 Strategy, to classify the Single Market as a 
specific pillar of the European Semester, including dedicated guidelines and country-
specific recommendations thereon;

4. Welcomes the shift in the 2014 country-specific recommendations to strengthening 
growth and employment; lauds, in this context, the Commission’s work to define 
country-specific recommendations relating to the Single Market, but calls for more 
determined efforts to guide and coordinate national and EU policies, while continuing on 
the path of structural reforms, so as to help strengthen the Single Market with a view to 
tackling obstacles in its performance and reaping its potential to boost smart, sustainable 
and inclusive growth and create jobs especially for young people; highlights, in this 
regard, the need to maintain momentum as regards the Single Market policy priorities 
identified in the areas of services, networks and the digital economy; emphasises that the 
assessment of the implementation of the country-specific recommendations should also 
examine how the main stakeholders benefit from the Single Market;

5. Calls for stronger efforts to promote the Single Market tools available to businesses and 
citizens, including the Points of Single Contact, so that they are better aware of the 

1 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2014)0130.
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opportunities available to generate growth and jobs in the Single Market;

6. Outlines the potential of the manufacturing sector in the Single Market; stresses, in this 
connection, the importance of reducing barriers in the way of the production, distribution 
and procurement of industrial products in manufacturing;

7. Supports the Commission’s work on regulated professions, but considers it necessary to 
take more action against restrictions imposed at national level, especially those which 
affect access to regulated professions, in order to support jobs, growth and the mobility of 
qualified professionals in the Single Market; calls also for increased monitoring of 
barriers in the Single Market for goods;

8. Considers that the European Semester process needs to be inclusive, and that political 
priorities also have to be discussed outside of government circles, in order to spread 
national ownership and effectively implement both economic governance and Single 
Market governance; acknowledges that the dialogue with national parliaments and civil 
society plays an essential role in restoring confidence in the Single Market; calls, in this 
connection, for the support of the Commission in assisting Member States with the 
implementation of complex Single Market legislation;

9. Believes that within the European Semester process more open and effective political 
coordination is needed, notably through greater involvement of national parliaments, a 
stronger and earlier contribution from the social partners and enhanced prerogatives for 
the European Parliament;

10. Recognises that the Single Market is one of the most important elements of the European 
project, creating benefits for both citizens and enterprises; reiterates that the Single 
Market remains highly fragmented and the large potential for growth, innovation and jobs 
highly untapped; calls on the Commission and the Member States to live up to their 
commitments and safeguard the re-launch of the Single Market among the Union’s top 
priorities;

11. Highlights that European economies need to perform by taking full advantage of their 
interdependence in the Single Market, while taking into account the varying stages of 
development and priorities of the Member States; believes that a specific focus should be 
put on both industry and services with a view to fostering virtuous convergence between 
production systems and positive spill-over across the Single Market;

12. Considers that an adequate allocation and efficient use of public and private funds is 
crucial in order to stimulate the real economy and to foster recovery in all Member States, 
and with a view to a resource-efficient economy; welcomes, therefore, the EUR 300-
billion investment programme proposed by Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker; 
supports the Commission’s recommendation to give priority to public investment in 
infrastructure, research, innovation and human capital; stresses the need to enhance 
access to finance and points out that major differences in access to credit further 
exacerbate the growing internal divergence trends; considers, furthermore, that these 
investments should serve to launch a consistent and integrated industrial policy and 
should be accompanied by a particular focus on jobs, especially for young people;



AD\1035391EN.doc 5/7 PE537.327v02-00

EN

13. Urges the Commission to take additional measures to improve access to finance for 
SMEs, including start-ups in the digital environment, and to ensure an improved business 
environment, simplify procedures and reduce administrative burdens on businesses in the 
Single Market;

14. Considers easier access to funding for SMEs as a priority and calls on the full 
implementation of the Programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs 
(COSME) (2014-2020); 

15. Considers that a re-industrialisation of Europe, based on strategic sectors, is necessary; 
calls on the Commission and the Member States, therefore, to elaborate a joint and urgent 
strategy to strengthen European industry with the aim of increasing equitable 
competitiveness and creating quality jobs;

16. Shares the Commission’s concerns about the increasing number of multinational 
companies that are using corporate tax strategies to reduce or elude their global tax 
burden by taking advantage of mismatches between tax systems; stresses that better and 
stronger tax coordination is needed in order to ensure a level playing field and to avoid 
unfair competition and detrimental distortions within the Single Market;

17. Considers that there is a need to create, on the basis of a thorough analysis, an EU-wide 
tax information system aimed not at harmonising the different national tax structures, but 
at facilitating their coordination in a continuous and transparent manner, keeping track of 
the cuts and increases made by Member States; notes that the framework of the European 
Semester would form a good basis for the operation of such a system since – in tandem 
with other specific macroeconomic measures – it could keep a proper record of the 
various tax policies of the different Member States, taking fully into account the general 
economic forecast as well as the fundamentals and future perspectives of the Member 
States concerned and common European objectives; encourages the Commission and the 
Member States, in light of this, to integrate into the European Semester a strategy aimed 
at reducing the tax gap;

18. Considers that the Single Market is an essential lever for growth and that the key sectors 
identified by the Commission – services, financial services, transport, energy and the 
digital market – are crucial for its full integration;

19. Emphasises that the economic crisis has greatly worsened the living conditions of many 
European citizens and has led to a sharp increase in levels of inequality and poverty; 
points out that access, for citizens and businesses, to quality, affordable and efficient 
public services is key to fostering economic growth whilst also ensuring social cohesion 
and poverty reduction and allowing for more resilient economies and societies;

20. Urges the establishment of a genuine internal market for energy that ensures fair market 
access, a high level of consumer protection and an accessible market, especially for 
SMEs;

21. Emphasises that the European Semester is a great opportunity to urge Member States to 
step up their efforts towards the Digital Single Market which means not only more 
growth and jobs, especially in the SME sector and among young people, but also a future-
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oriented, modern EU;

22. Believes that Member States have to step up their efforts to modernise their public 
administrations, by completing reforms of their respective public administration laws, 
providing more and better accessible digital services for citizens and businesses, reducing 
costs and enhancing efficiency, facilitating cross-border cooperation and implementing 
interoperability frameworks for public administrations; highlights the fact that the full 
and quick implementation of EU public procurement and concessions legislation would 
provide a great opportunity to enhance innovation and access for SMEs and to modernise 
public administration, at both government and local level, by improving the quality, 
effectiveness and transparency of public spending and investment; 

23. Considers it essential to remedy the current fragmentation of national rules regarding 
digital services and to build a more innovative and transparent Digital Single Market 
based on sound competition and providing a high level of accessibility and consumer 
protection.
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