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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
International Trade, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission communication entitled ‘Trade for all – Towards a more 
responsible trade and investment policy’ (COM(2015)0497);

2. Stresses the link between the single market and EU trade policy, which should be fully 
compatible with each other and with the wider policies and values of the Union; believes 
that open, responsible and free global trade, based on effective, transparent and strong 
global rules, is essential to making the single market realise its full potential by 
functioning, growing and working for the mutual benefit of citizens, consumers and 
businesses, in particular small and medium-sized enterprises;

3. Emphasises that, given the EU’s status as the largest economy in the world, sustainable 
and responsible trade is its strongest policy tool for both supporting European interests, 
investment and business and promoting European values abroad while fostering economic 
growth and investment and creating jobs at home; supports the Commission’s aim to 
enhance synergies between trade and internal market policies and recommends that these 
policies award priority to measures aimed at creating jobs;

4. Recalls that the opening-up of trade leads to higher productivity, encourages increased 
external competitiveness and already supports almost one in seven jobs in the single 
market as well as bringing significant consumer benefits;

5. Considers that, in the current economic and commercial context, protectionist measures 
have become obsolete and even self-defeating in some cases since European goods and 
services are part of global value chains; considers, however, that the current trade defence 
system in the EU needs to be updated to provide a suitable answer to unfair behaviour 
which affects international trade in a globalised world; calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to strengthen cross-border value chains of goods and services by 
enhancing the competitiveness of our economies and economic growth by reducing 
unjustified trade barriers;

6. Stresses the importance of ensuring that the EU and its trading partners play by equal 
rules; recalls that the EU must use all tools at its disposal to stand firm against unfair 
competition and non-compliance with both WTO principles and commitments made by its 
trading partners;

7. Considers that the participation of European SMEs in global value chains is directly 
linked to the internationalisation process; requests, in the light of this, that the 
Commission take more measures in order to facilitate SMEs’ access to third markets;

8. Welcomes the strategy’s comments on the role which foreign direct investment plays in 
the Member States and the single market, and supports all efforts towards encouraging 
greater FDIs in Europe;
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9. Recognising that public procurement accounts for 15-20 % of global GDP, agrees with the 
Commission on the need to take a holistic and ambitious approach to public procurement, 
especially within TTIP, where only 32 % of the US market is currently open to EU 
business; notes that the EU has already opened up its public procurement markets to a 
large extent, but that European companies still face restrictions abroad and a lack of 
reciprocity; calls on the Commission, as a matter of urgency, to work towards 
substantially improving reciprocal and transparent market access for European companies 
abroad while maintaining open access to the single market; notes the amended proposal 
from the Commission on an International Procurement Instrument (IPI);

10. Calls on the Commission to ensure that the new public procurement and concession 
directives are complied with in all trade negotiations, in particular as regards the definition 
of public-public cooperation, exclusions, SME access and the use of the MEAT criteria; 
asks for a faster transition to e-procurement in order to facilitate access for companies, in 
particular SMEs, to public procurement;

11. Believes that it is in keeping with sound legal and logical principles for complainants in 
investigations to have to substantiate their allegations and prove that the measures 
concerned are in the broader Community interest;

12. Welcomes the Commission’s pledge that no trade agreement will lower the achievements 
of European consumer protection standards, including in the context of the digital 
revolution; stresses that Parliament will continue to closely check that the ongoing 
negotiations respect this pledge;

13. Calls for measures to support consumers in the context of cross-border trade in goods and 
services with third countries, for example in the form of online help desks which provide 
information or advice in connection with disputes;

14. Agrees with the Commission that trade policy can work only if Europe continues its focus 
on removing obstacles to the completion of the single market, tackling the fragmentation 
of the regulation, cutting red tape and promoting increased competition within the single 
market, particularly in the service sector; asks the Commission to take into account 
Parliament’s recommendations as to how to remove non-tariff barriers within the single 
market in order to ensure free trade both inside and outside the Union’s borders; 
welcomes the Commission´s commitments to making all significant trade initiatives 
subject to full impact assessments and also encourages ex post evaluations; supports better 
mutual transparency and improvement of regulatory processes within trade agreements 
without infringing on the national right to regulate;

15. Takes note of the negotiations on a Trade in Services agreement (TiSA) and underlines 
the fact that, as services already account for 70 % of the EU’s GDP and employment, 
service providers must be given greater access to markets beyond Europe; calls for 
progress in the negotiations on TiSA to be consistent with the positions set out in 
Parliament’s resolution; recalls that the Commission should take the different Member 
States’ interests into account when negotiating commitment schedules in TiSA and TTIP; 
welcomes, at the same time, the commitment not to require governments to change how 
they regulate or fund public services;

16. Takes note of the TTIP negotiations and emphasises that their successful conclusion is of 
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major political importance; asks the Commission to take into account Parliament’s report 
and, in particular, the opinion of its Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer 
Protection; calls for the negotiations to be completed as soon as possible, while still 
leading to an ambitious, comprehensive and balanced agreement; asks the Commission to 
apply greater pressure on its American counterparts to make proposals and commitments 
in order to move negotiations forward;

17. Acknowledges that transparency in trade policy is important to consumers’ trust in better 
regulation and in the legitimacy of EU trade policy abroad; asks the Commission, 
therefore, to maintain the highest possible level of transparency in trade negotiations, 
including through access to negotiating texts and consultations with civil society 
throughout these processes;

18. Calls for greater international regulatory cooperation, especially with the United States 
and Japan;

19. Welcomes the focus placed on the Digital Single Market as part of the global digital 
market and to preventing the development of new barriers to trade in digital goods and 
services and e-commerce; supports all measures to increase the free flow of data, provided 
that EU data protection rules are adhered to, and all efforts to achieve improved 
facilitation of online trade on a multilateral level and, in parallel, with the WTO; 
underlines the importance of respecting EU data protection rules; fully agrees with the 
statement that regulatory cooperation, mutual recognition and harmonisation of standards 
are the best tools to address the challenges of the digital economy;

20. Draws attention to the high level of external competitiveness of European services 
providers; calls on the Commission to pursue, in trade negotiations, both the progressive 
and reciprocal liberalisation of services and a policy of increased transparency and 
predictability of rules and regulations, so that citizens and entrepreneurs in developing 
countries can have access to a wider range of services, some of which may be provided by 
highly competitive European services providers;

21. Calls for negotiations – within or in parallel with trade agreements – on greater mobility 
for professionals, workers and students, and on mutual recognition of professional 
qualifications; invites the Commission to ensure that such measures comply with the 
principles set out in the Services Directive, in particular Article 16 thereof; asks the 
Commission to inform Parliament of the current state of implementation of the Blue Card 
Directive and whether it is working in practice;

22. Encourages the use and creation of further international technical standards based on 
impact assessments, and all efforts aimed at ensuring the full engagement of our trading 
partners in international standardisation bodies; does not believe, however, that the lack of 
a common international standard should prevent mutual recognition of equivalence, where 
appropriate, or efforts towards common transatlantic technical standards;

23. Stresses that a digitised customs control system in addition to improved cooperation 
between Member State customs and market surveillance authorities is needed in order to 
speed up transfers of goods and tackle counterfeits within global supply chains while 
ensuring the quality of control and consumer protection with regard to imported goods and 
services; supports the Commission’s initiative to strengthen international customs 
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cooperation and encourages the Commission and the Member States to work together 
towards the prevention of IPR infringing goods entering the EU and towards IPR 
enforcement in all trade partners;

24. Highlights the importance of promoting innovation and quality as an added value of 
European products; notes that the recognition of geographical indications in trade 
agreements should be a priority;

25. Welcomes the Commission’s actions towards fighting corruption through international 
trade;

26. Invites the Commission and the Member States to give serious consideration to the idea of 
setting up a unified EU customs service for more effective application of custom rules and 
procedures throughout the customs territory of the EU;

27. Stresses that the EU´s new trade strategy cannot be limited to opening new negotiations 
but must also ensure the proper implementation of negotiated agreements and combat the 
rise of new unjustified non-tariff barriers between the EU and its trading partners, which 
limit the effective access of companies to foreign markets.
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