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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 

Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 

suggestions into its motion for a resolution: 

 Stresses that this initiative is part of the three strategic objectives of connectivity that the 

Commission has set to be reached by 2025, and that creating the appropriate ecosystem to 

develop a strong European gigabit society with the timely deployment of 5G technologies 

and with Member States delivering the Universal Service Obligation is the most inclusive 

and effective path towards the realisation of the digital single market, since high-speed 

broadband can reduce the digital divide and promote universal growth, particularly in 

rural areas by providing them with the tools to participate at the same pace as urban areas 

in the age of the Internet of Things (IoT) - which will provide millions of sensors and all 

types of devices with improved connectivity and energy efficiency; 

 Recalls that the digital divide represented by the connectivity gap between rural and 

metropolitan areas, between large and small enterprises, between people from different 

socioeconomic levels and between generations needs to be closed;  

3. Highlights in particular that the EU cannot afford to miss opportunities to connect rural 

areas which are largely behind in the light of the results of the EC’s Digital Economy and 

Society Index (DESI) - broadband is available to 71 % of European homes but only to 

28 % in rural areas, and mobile broadband (4G and others) is available to 86 % of 

European homes but only to 36 % in rural areas; 

4. Emphasises that in order for this technology to have its full impact on our economy and 

not to miss opportunities, a fourth objective is to be added: to close the digital divide and 

prevent the opening of new divides, and to this end funding opportunities should be 

explored by Member States and the Commission in support of the achievement for the 

main socio-economic drivers (schools, universities, public administrations) of connection 

offering a download speed of at least 100 Mbps and high upload speed, with low latency 

and uninterrupted coverage;

5. Welcomes the Commission’s intention to work with the Member States and the industry 

towards the voluntary establishment of a common timetable for the launch of early 5G 

networks by the end of 2018, followed by the launch of fully commercial 5G services in 

Europe by the end of 2020; 

 Deplores the situation created by the EU’s slow reaction to 4G, compared with other 

regions in the world which took the lead and are now reaping all the associated benefits; 

7. Stresses that it is of the utmost importance to respond effectively in the early stages of 5G 

in order to boost the competitiveness of European companies, especially SMEs, since the 

potential benefits for European industry of becoming the world leader in setting the stage 

for this technology are very high; 

8. Believes that for this to happen, a comprehensive European strategy is needed and policies 

and rules need to be outward-looking and future-oriented, pro-investment and pro-

innovation, with a market-based approach that guarantees an appropriate investment 
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environment that fosters competition, coupled with tax policies that support 5G 

deployment, while acknowledging that competition is the main driver for investments that 

will in turn induce innovation and new services and will ultimately create a modernised 

European infrastructure that benefits the consumer, and that longer spectrum licence 

durations will be critical to secure the investments needed in the new infrastructure 

required to support 5G networks; 

9. Notes that building up connection infrastructure implies potentially high costs, including 

administration, planning, permissions, and in its case real estate acquisition, in particular 

for local and SME providers, and recognises the Commission’s WiFi4EU proposal which 

would give interested local authorities a funding possibility to offer free Wi-Fi 

connections in and around public buildings, health centres, parks and public squares; 

believes that within Member States there needs to be alignment of 5G and digital policies 

with planning policies at both national and local level, to ensure rapid and low-cost 

deployment of small cell networks; 

10. Underlines the importance of satellite communications in delivering ubiquitous and 

universal 5G access, predominantly in remote areas, complemented with an European 

terrestrial optical fibre network; 

11. Welcomes the Connecting Europe Broadband Fund, a fund for broadband infrastructure 

open to participation of National Promotional Banks and Institutions and of private 

investors, which will be a step further to bring infrastructure investments to underserved 

less populated and rural and remote areas; 

12. Stresses the need for a consistent European approach across the Member States in the 

development of 5G technologies and for the adoption of a multi-stakeholder approach, 

since the creation of a viable internal market for 5G-standard products and services 

requires extensive coordination; 

13. Stresses that a timely adoption of the European Electronic Communications Code (EEEC) 

is crucial to ensure legal certainty and predictability for telecom providers; stresses that 

the EECC should foster (infrastructure) competition; 

14. Calls on the Commission to assess the National Broadband Plans, to identify gaps and to 

formulate country-specific recommendations for further action; 

15. Urges the Commission to come up with an ambitious and coherent 5G financing strategy 

that uses fully the potential and synergies of existing programmes such as Horizon 2020, 

EFSI and CEF, that encourages private investment, including specific risk capital and 

consortia, and that explores other sources such as public-private partnerships in the ICT 

sector such as PPP 5G, in order to support connectivity projects and technological 

research that could help bridge the digital divide and to maintain and develop the 

financing for the 5G Action Plan within the horizon of the next Multiannual Financial 

Framework 2020-2027; 

16. Calls in this regard on operators to invest more in infrastructure in order to improve 

connectivity, in particular in underdeveloped rural areas, and to extend 5G coverage, 

bearing in mind that the Commission estimates that an investment of EUR 500 billion is 

necessary to deploy this technology and achieve the connectivity objectives, for which 
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there is likely to be an investment shortfall of EUR 155 billion; 

Highlights the need for Member States to apply the EU-agreed rules for the allocation of 

new spectrum within the 700 MHz band for wireless broadband and the need to have a EU 

coordinated spectrum policy, awarding sufficiently long-lasting licences so as to give 

predictability on investment return and at the same time establish a flexible licensing 

system that encourages shared spectrum use in relevant higher frequencies and the 

development of future applications;  

18. Stresses that an agreement on the harmonisation of the full set of spectrum bands below 

and above 6 GHz is strategically important for 5G deployment and needs to be reached by 

the end of 2017, so that provisional spectrum bands for 5G are made available ahead of 

the 2019 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-19); 

19. Underlines that while lower frequency bands - such as 700MHz - may cover larger-scale 

areas per cell tower, helping to achieve wider propagation in rural areas, these bands alone 

do not allow for high-bandwidth applications, and therefore supports the Commission’s 

coordinated approach for reallocation within the UHF radio bands (300 MHz to 3 GHz) 

and in bands outside it; 

Highlights that establishing open and interoperable standards for 5G networks and 5G-

enabled IoT devices is critical in order to ensure a rapid IoT adoption, and calls on all 

relevant stakeholders, both public and private, such as manufacturers, operators, 

regulators and the scientific community to work in that direction, so that the standards for 

the future 5G networks are widely accepted and implemented by the industry;  

21. Believes that a bottom-up system should be promoted and each sector should work out its 

own roadmap for standardisation, relying on industry-led processes, with a strong will to 

reach common standards which could have the capacity to become worldwide standards; 

22. Recalls the need to further raise public awareness of the advantages of using the internet 

for citizens and for businesses, since it enhances economic and social opportunities and is 

a tool that may foster inclusion and create increased opportunities for less developed 

areas; also recalls that in many sectors business models will benefit from transformations 

linked to 5G technology that will increase efficiency as well as enable the creation of new 

high-quality services, connect new industries, support cooperation and partnership-

building between telecom operators and vertical industries and, ultimately, improve the 

customer experience for increasingly sophisticated and demanding digital users; 

23. Underlines the still unimaginable opportunities that cloud technologies, big data and the 

Internet of Things offer for being a driver of growth and jobs and improving the lives of 

every citizen – provided that reliable connectivity reaches every place; 

Is aware that 4G networks are too low-capacity in the wake of the wave of connectivity 

that will flood millions of devices in the next few years (such as machines, robots, drones, 

cars, wearables, appliances and sensors), and is also concerned that in the absence of 

modern digital networks and infrastructure providing fixed and mobile high-quality and 

speedy connectivity, the EU is in danger of lagging behind other regions in terms of 

attracting investments and retaining knowledge, resulting in the loss of a competitive 

advantage, and calls for the development of digital networks and infrastructure, 
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particularly in rural areas, to be stepped up; 

25. Considers that the development of digital skills is necessary to help avoid exclusion and 

put an end to digital illiteracy and to the extension of digital divides, and that this should 

be done through both formal and non-formal education, i.e. on the one hand curricula that 

take into account the best practices of Member States should be established in partnership 

with the EIT Digital, and on the other the initiative should be complemented with support 

to civil society, stressing the importance of providing access to technology for educational 

purposes; 

26. Underlines the importance of undertakings being connected with a passage to the gigabit 

society; with a view to incentivising investment towards a more efficient network, 

supports the focus on infrastructure-based competition, and also underlines the role of 

National Regulatory Authorities in surveillance during the deployment and commercial 

launch phase; 

27. Insists not only on the urgency of accelerating investment in research and innovation in 

the field of 5G technology, but also on the development of more efficient ways to bring 

the results of research and innovation swiftly to the marketplace; 

28. Reaffirms its belief in the urgent need for European standardisation to prevent 

fragmentation in 5G technologies so as not to hamper interoperability, underlining that 

Europe should maintain its key role in the international system, and that European 

standards, developed with the active involvement of all stakeholders, should be promoted 

at international level; also reaffirms the need to ensure the availability of the initial global 

5G standards by the end of 2019, thereby enabling a timely commercial launch of 5G; 

29. Recalls the need to further raise public awareness of the benefits of the use of the internet 

for citizens and for businesses, since it enhances economic and social opportunities and is 

a tool that may foster inclusion and create increased opportunities for less developed areas 

of the Union; 

30. Highlights that, according to the Commission, the action plan to deploy 5G across the EU 

has the ‘potential to create two million jobs’, and could boost the European economy and 

combat high unemployment rates, especially among young people; 

31. Advocates going beyond the use of mere economic indicators in order to measure the 

impact of technology and to complete the picture with socio-economic indicators; 

32. Notes the need to strongly engage with all stakeholders, from the EU institutions to the 

Member States and European regions, from the private sector and industry to civil society, 

acknowledging in particular the specific requisites of civil society actors as regards their 

financial situation and staffing, in order to develop a common and shared vision 

underpinned by the idea that digital technologies and communication have the potential to 

create a better life for all; 

33. Recommends that the Commission establishes an annual progress review and 

recommendations reporting on the 5G Action Plan, and informs Parliament of the results; 
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34. Reaffirms its belief that a stronger, dynamic internal market may only be achieved 

through solid and sustainable growth and increased employment, and that the completion 

of a thriving digital single market is the fastest way to achieve growth and create new 

quality jobs. 
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