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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Transport and Tourism, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission communication of 17 May 2018 entitled ‘On the road to 
automated mobility: an EU strategy for mobility of the future’ (COM(2018)0283); 
acknowledges its potential and importance for all autonomous private and public means 
of road, rail, waterborne and air transport, as well as the spill-over effects that this 
policy has on many sectors and on the new business models enabled by automated 
driverless mobility, which will bring benefits for companies and consumers with a view 
to making Europe a leader in vehicle technologies; draws attention also to its 
implications for users, including persons with special needs or disabilities and the 
visually impaired;

2. Stresses that a shared European strategy and a clear, simple and innovative regulatory 
framework is crucial in order to place Europe at the forefront of the market in driverless 
vehicles, to maintain competitiveness in the private sector and to foster job creation and 
innovation; acknowledges that technologies currently available on the market present 
vulnerabilities for users which need to be addressed and urges the automobile industry 
to take responsibility for the safety and security of drivers and passengers;

3. Points out that while the deployment of connected and automated mobility can 
contribute to road safety, help to combat traffic congestion and reduce road fatalities to 
a minimum in Europe by 2050, as well as favour social inclusion and overall transport 
efficiency and productivity, societal acceptance will be achieved only if autonomous 
vehicles can offer the highest safety and security standards;

4. Stresses that ethical aspects of self-driving vehicles need to be addressed and resolved 
by the legislator before these vehicles can be fully accepted and made available in 
traffic situations; emphasises therefore that automated vehicles need to undergo a prior 
assessment to address these ethical aspects;

5. Calls on the Commission to publish a legislative proposal on access to in-vehicle data 
and resources by the end of 2018; emphasises that clear information about the 
automated features of a vehicle must be made available to potential consumers before 
they acquire a vehicle, including changes to these features that may take place during 
the vehicle’s lifetime; underlines that a level playing field and fair, non-discriminatory, 
direct, real-time and technology-neutral access to in-vehicle data and resources for 
different market players offering repair and maintenance is essential to ensure equitable 
and undistorted competition, especially for independent SMEs, while promoting 
innovation and ensuring rights and service quality for consumers; underlines that both
consumers and third parties need to have proper rights and redress mechanisms;

6. Acknowledges that data recorders and access to the recorder are an essential tool to 
clarify the actual cause of events leading to damage or incident, and that autonomous 
vehicles are technologically complex and differ substantially from current motor 
vehicles on the road; welcomes the Commission’s proposal in its communication of 17 
May 2018 to regulate data recorders for automated vehicles as part of the revision of the 
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General Safety Regulation and Motor Vehicle Directive, to further address the issue of 
liability for automated vehicles in case of accident; stresses that comprehensive and 
clear legislation providing for a legal framework on liability and on insurance for 
autonomous driving is crucial in order to safeguard consumer rights and to prevent 
situations in which presently unknown risks may potentially be borne by injured parties;

7. Highlights the importance of users having control of and access to both their personal 
data and in-vehicle generated data produced and collected by connected and automated 
vehicles; points out that future in-vehicle systems should be designed in a manner that 
ensures free choice for consumers and allows users to select from competing service 
providers which one shall be authorised to have access to and use of their vehicle data 
for a given service, while respecting data protection and intellectual property 
legislation; emphasises the importance of the transmission and storage of data between 
vehicles, and between vehicles and connected infrastructure, being protected by a 
minimum set of security measures that include encryption, software updates and strong 
authentication mechanisms, while respecting data protection and intellectual property 
legislation and the principle of privacy, providing the highest levels of security by 
design and by default; stresses that consumers must be offered the maximum level of 
protection against hacking and cyber-attacks;

8. Affirms that technical standards adapted by different brands must be aligned with global 
guidelines, be drafted using a technology-neutral approach and ensure interoperability; 
stresses that the forthcoming UNECE regulations on cybersecurity and on over-the-air 
software updates are to become a benchmark for future European legislation, and that 
the European Union should lead on further developing international standards in order 
to ensure data security, privacy and liability provisions prior to the moment when 
autonomous vehicles are used globally;

9. Urges all stakeholders, including vehicle manufacturers, component suppliers and 
software and design services, as well as the Member States and authorities involved, to 
cooperate in fostering innovation, in ensuring investment in infrastructure fit for 
automated mobility, both on highways and on city roads, and in facilitating cross-border 
testing; highlights the need to increase investment in adjusting current infrastructure, 
building new infrastructure and improving the connectedness of European roads; points 
out that a distrust of European citizens towards automated driving can be observed and 
that awareness campaigns to increase their confidence should be put in place; calls for 
investment in extensive research on artificial intelligence and on the ethical dimension 
of autonomous and connected transport.
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