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Practical arrangements

At the request of IMCO Coordinators, the IMCO committee is holding a legislative scrutiny 
session on 6 November 2019 on the status of implementation of the Radio Equipment 
Directive1. It is the third such session – the first took place on 10 November 2016, the second 
on 21 November 2017.

Mr Gwenole Cozigou, Director for “Industrial Transformation and Advanced Value Chains” in 
DG GROW, will address the Members of IMCO, followed by a debate with Members.

Background information on the Directive

The Radio Equipment Directive was adopted in Parliament in 2014. It revises a 1999 Directive 
and sets down requirements for radio equipment (TVs, mobiles, wi-fi, bluetooth etc) on safety, 
health protection and electromagnetic compatibility. 

Article 3(3) of the Directive sets out 9 requirements with which certain categories of radio 
equipment have to comply. The categories to which each requirement applies are to be specified 

1 Directive 2014/53/EU on the harmonisation of the laws of the Member States relating to the making 
available on the market of radio equipment and repealing Directive 1999/5/EC.
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in delegated acts. 

The Commission has adopted one delegated act so far, in respect of point (g) of Article 3(3). It 
sets out which categories of radio equipment have to ensure caller location in emergency 
communications. The delegated act, adopted on 25 February, specifies that smartphones are 
covered by the requirement to be able to receive and process location data based on Wi-Fi and 
GNSS (at least Galileo).

Three further delegated acts are currently under discussion in the Radio Equipment Expert 
Group set up by the Commission.

Content of the session

The purpose of the legislative scrutiny session is to scrutinise the Commission on the 
implementation process of the Radio Equipment Directive, looking in particular at progress in 
adopting delegated acts. 

The Commission is currently working on three delegated acts concerning: 1) common chargers, 
2) privacy requirements and fraud safeguards for internet-connected equipment and wearables, 
and 3) uploads of software to radio equipment.

1. Requirement that radio equipment must work with “common chargers” (point (a) of 
Art. 3(3)). 
The Commission published an inception impact assessment in December 2018 to inform 
citizens and stakeholders about its plans for a delegated act to implement common charging 
solutions for mobile telephones and other similar devices. A study commissioned by the 
Commission is due to be finalised in autumn 2019.

IMCO last addressed the issue of the common charger in March 2018 when it voted to table 
a “question for oral answer” under Rule 128 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure2. Note that 
recital 12 of the Directive states that “mobile phones that are made available on the market 
should be compatible with a common charger” in the interests of simplifying their use and 
reducing unnecessary waste and costs.

Among the questions this possible delegated act raises are: a) how to define a charger, which 
could be said to be composed of a charging block, interfaces, a cable and a device; b) would 
the adoption of a delegated act in isolation achieve the policy objective or might further 
measures, such as secondary legislation, be needed?

The Commission representative might explain its work to date on common chargers, 
including the findings of its consultations and studies, and indicate next concrete steps 
towards realising a common charger. 

2 N.B. The Conference of Presidents did not place the question on the plenary agenda and the question lapsed.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1554379179141&uri=CELEX:32019R0320
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2018-6427186_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/O-8-2018-000037_EN.html
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2. Requirement that internet-connected equipment and wearables must safeguard 
personal data and privacy, and safeguard against fraud (points (e) and (f) of Art. 3(3));
The Commission published an inception impact assessment in January 2019 to inform 
citizens and stakeholders about the Commission’s plans for possible delegated acts to 
strengthen the security of IoT and wearable devices. A public consultation is ongoing and 
the Commission has commissioned a study on the subject.

The impetus for action on this topic is the increasing number of internet-connected devices 
and the concern that measures for protecting consumers are inadequate. The concern is 
particularly acute in the case of “smart toys” which might record photos or videos, and store 
location data, of children, or which might even enable strangers to interact with children3. 

The Commission representative might explain its work to date on this possible delegated act. 
It might address how this delegated act would contribute to the broader objective of 
achieving network security across the board, i.e. beyond the area of radio equipment, and 
how it would achieve consistency with other existing legislation in the field, e.g. 
Cybersecurity Act.

3. Requirement that radio equipment must only allow software uploads so long as the 
combination of the radio equipment and new software remains compliant with the 
Directive (point (i) of Art. 3(3) and Art. 4).
The Commission published an inception impact assessment in January 2019 to inform 
citizens and stakeholders about the Commission’s plans for possible legislation on the 
uploading of software into radio equipment. 

Action on this topic is called for by the fact that many types of radio equipment, such as 
mobile phones, routers, remote controls, base stations etc. can nowadays be reconfigured by 
software, and there is a risk that such software uploads could render the radio equipment 
non-compliant with the Radio Equipment Directive. The increasing number of internet-
connected devices on the market only makes the challenge more acute. The possible 
delegated act being considered would create an obligation, for certain types of radio 
equipment, to support features that allow software uploads only where compliance of the 
combination of the radio equipment and software has been demonstrated.

The Commission representative might explain its work to date on this possible delegated act, 
addressing which types of radio equipment would be covered and based on what criteria, 
and what the delegated act could mean for open-source software. 

3 The concern has been raised by, among others, European Consumer Associations.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2018-6426936_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2018-6621038_en
https://www.beuc.eu/publications/beuc-x-2018-017_cybersecurity_for_connected_products.pdf

