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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
*** Consent procedure

***I Ordinary legislative procedure (first reading)
***II Ordinary legislative procedure (second reading)

***III Ordinary legislative procedure (third reading)

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the draft act.)

Amendments to a draft act

Amendments by Parliament set out in two columns

Deletions are indicated in bold italics in the left-hand column. Replacements 
are indicated in bold italics in both columns. New text is indicated in bold 
italics in the right-hand column.

The first and second lines of the header of each amendment identify the 
relevant part of the draft act under consideration. If an amendment pertains to 
an existing act that the draft act is seeking to amend, the amendment heading 
includes a third line identifying the existing act and a fourth line identifying 
the provision in that act that Parliament wishes to amend.

Amendments by Parliament in the form of a consolidated text

New text is highlighted in bold italics. Deletions are indicated using either 
the ▌symbol or strikeout. Replacements are indicated by highlighting the 
new text in bold italics and by deleting or striking out the text that has been 
replaced. 
By way of exception, purely technical changes made by the drafting 
departments in preparing the final text are not highlighted.
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 
amending Regulation (EU) No 952/2013 to prolong the transitional use of means other 
than the electronic data-processing techniques provided for in the Union Customs Code
(COM(2018)0085 – C8-0097/2018 – 2018/0040(COD))

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council 
(COM(2018)0085),

– having regard to Article 294(2) and Articles 33 and 207 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union, pursuant to which the Commission submitted the 
proposal to Parliament (C8-0097/2018),

– having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

– having regard to Rule 59 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer 
Protection (A8-0000/2018),

1. Adopts its position at first reading hereinafter set out; 

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it replaces, 
substantially amends or intends to substantially amend its proposal;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the 
national parliaments.

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 5 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5a) The ongoing shift to a complete 
use of electronic systems for interactions 
between economic operators and customs 
authorities, and between customs 
authorities, has allowed for a more 
effective registration of the arrival, transit 
and exit of goods in the Union, as well as 
significant administrative cost reductions 
and a more harmonised exchange of 



PE623.824v01 6/10 PR\1156713EN.docx

EN

information between all relevant actors. It 
is therefore crucial that this work is 
completed as quickly as possible.

Or. en

Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7) It has become evident that, while 
most systems will be deployed by 2020, 
others can only be partially completed by 
that date.

(7) Although Article 278 of the Code 
set a single date for the deployment of all 
electronic systems referred to in 
paragraph 2 of that Article, and despite 
all efforts made at Union and national 
level so far, it has become evident that, 
while most systems will be deployed by 
2020, others can only be partially 
completed by that date.

Or. en

Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 9 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9a) Extending the period laid down in 
the Code during which means for the 
exchange and storage of information, 
other than the electronic data-processing 
techniques referred to in Article 6(1) of 
the Code, can be used on a transitional 
basis is necessary in order to ensure legal 
certainty. Business and customs 
administrations would have serious 
problems if, by the end of 2020, some of 
the electronic systems were not 
implemented and at the same time the 
continued transitional use of alternative 
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arrangements would be prohibited by law.

Or. en

Amendment 4

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 11 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11a) In order to avoid a further possible 
delay in the deployment of all the 
electronic systems necessary for the 
application of the provisions of the Code 
referred to in Article 278(2) of the Code, 
the Commission should regularly report 
on the progress made as regards the 
development of the systems.

Or. en

Amendment 5

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 1
Regulation (EU) No 952/2013
Article 278 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2a. No later than one year after the 
entry into force of Regulation (EU) 
2018... , and every year thereafter, until 
the date when the electronic systems 
referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article 
become fully operational, the Commission 
shall present a report to the European 
Parliament and to the Council on the 
progress achieved and challenges as 
regards the setting up of those electronic 
systems.

Or. en
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

I. Introduction

The Customs Union is a cornerstone of the European Union as one of the largest trading 
blocks in the world, and it is therefore essential in order to ensure the proper functioning of 
the single market for the benefit of both EU businesses and citizens. In that regards, the 
setting up of electronic systems for all exchanges of information between customs authorities 
and between economic operators and customs authorities, and the storage of such information, 
has already led to significant reduction of administrative costs, administrative simplification 
for businesses and citizens and a more harmonized exchange of such information.

II. The Rapporteur’s position 

The Rapporteur finds it very regrettable that the work to set up such electronic systems will 
not be completed by the deadline of 2020, as provided by Article 278 of the Union Customs 
Code. However, due to the importance of the well-functioning of such electronic systems, the 
Rapporteur´s priority is to make sure that this necessary work is implemented as effectively 
and as thoroughly as possible. 

The Rapporteur supports therefore the Commission´s proposal to amend Article 278 of the 
Code so that the transitional arrangements for the exchange and storage of customs 
information (i.e. existing electronic and paper-based systems) can continue to be used after 
2020 and no later than 2025 for the customs processes covered by the electronic systems that 
will not be implemented by 2020. The Rapporteur believes that extending such deadline is 
necessary in order to ensure legal certainty for both custom authorities, businesses and 
citizens, that would encounter difficulties if some of the electronic systems were not 
implemented and at the same time the law prohibited the continued transitional use of 
alternative arrangements.

Moreover, the Rapporteur believes that a further extension of the deadline after 2025 should 
be avoided at any cost. Therefore, the Rapporteur suggests to fully involve the European 
Parliament in monitoring the setting up of the electronic systems that will not be implemented 
by 2020 by inviting the European Commission to report, one year after the entry into force of 
this Regulation and every year thereafter, on the progresses achieved and challenges ahead as 
regards to the completion of that work.
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ANNEX: LIST OF ENTITIES OR PERSONS
FROM WHOM THE RAPPORTEUR HAS RECEIVED INPUT

The following list is drawn up on a purely voluntary basis under the exclusive 
responsibility of the rapporteur. The rapporteur has received input from the following 
entities or persons in the preparation of the draft report:

Entity and/or person
Permanent Representation of Austria to the European Union
Permanent Representation of France to the European Union
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