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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 
establishing the “Customs’ programme for cooperation in the field of customs
(COM(2018)0442 – C8-0261/2018 – 2018/0232(COD))

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council 
(COM(2018)0442),

– having regard to Article 294(2) and Articles 33, 114 and 207 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union, pursuant to which the Commission submitted the 
proposal to Parliament (C8-0261/2018),

 having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

– having regard to Rule 59 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer 
Protection and the opinions of the Committee on Budgets and the Committee on 
Budgetary Control (A8-0000/2018),

1. Adopts its position at first reading hereinafter set out;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it replaces, 
substantially amends or intends to substantially amend its proposal;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the 
national parliaments.

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) The Customs 2020 programme set 
up under Regulation (EU) No 1294/201318

and its predecessors have significantly 
contributed to facilitating and enhancing
customs cooperation. Many of the 
activities in the customs area are of a 
cross-border nature, involving and 
affecting all Member States, and therefore 

(1) The Customs 2020 programme, 
established by Regulation No (EU) 
1294/201318, and its predecessors have 
contributed significantly to facilitating and 
strengthening customs cooperation. Many 
of the customs activities are of a cross-
border nature, involving and affecting all 
Member States and therefore cannot be 
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they cannot be effectively and efficiently 
delivered by individual Member States. A
customs programme at Union level,
implemented by the Commission, offers
Member States a Union framework to 
develop those cooperation activities, 
which is more cost-efficient than if each 
Member State were to set up individual 
cooperation frameworks on a bilateral or 
multilateral basis. It is therefore 
appropriate to ensure the continuity of 
Union financing of activities in the field of 
customs cooperation by establishing a new 
programme in the same area, the Customs 
programme.

effectively and efficiently implemented by 
each Member State alone. A Union-wide
customs programme implemented by the 
Commission provides Member States with 
a framework at Union level to develop 
these cooperative activities, which is more 
cost-effective than if each Member State 
set up its individual cooperation 
framework at bilateral or multilateral level. 
The customs programme also plays an 
essential role in safeguarding the 
financial interests of the Union and of the 
Member States. It is therefore appropriate 
and efficient to ensure the continuity of the 
Union's financing activities in the field of 
customs cooperation by establishing a new 
programme in the same field, the Customs 
programme.

__________________ __________________

18 Regulation (EU) No 1294/2013 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2013 establishing an action 
programme for customs in the European 
Union for the period 2014-2020 (Customs 
2020) and repealing Decision No 
624/2007/EC, OJ L 347, 20.12.2013, p. 
209.

18 Regulation (EU) No 1294/2013 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2013 establishing an action 
programme for customs in the European 
Union for the period 2014-2020 (Customs 
2020) and repealing Decision No 
624/2007/EC, OJ L 347, 20.12.2013, p. 
209.

Or. en

Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) The customs union has evolved 
considerably over the last fifty years and 
customs administrations now successfully
perform a wide variety of tasks at borders. 
Acting together, they work to facilitate 
trade and reduce red tape, collect revenues
for national and Union budgets and protect 
the public against terrorist, health, 
environmental and other threats. In 

(2) The customs union has evolved 
considerably over the last fifty years, and 
customs administrations are now 
successfully fulfilling a wide range of 
border tasks. Working together, they strive
to facilitate ethical and fair trade and 
reduce bureaucracy, collect revenue for 
national and Union budgets, and protect the 
population against terrorist, health and
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particular, with the introduction of an EU-
wide Common Risk Management
Framework19 and customs control of 
movements of large amounts of cash to 
combat money laundering and terrorist 
financing, customs assume a front line 
position in the fight against terrorism and 
organised crime. Given that broad
mandate, customs is now effectively the 
lead authority for the control of goods at 
the Union’s external borders. Against that 
backdrop, the Customs programme should 
not only cover customs cooperation but 
extend its support to the mission of
customs authorities at large, as set out in 
Article 3 of Regulation (EU) No 952/2013, 
i.e. the supervision of the Union's 
international trade, the implementation of 
the external aspects of the internal market,
of the common trade policy and of the
other common Union policies having a 
bearing on trade, as well as the security of 
the supply chain. The legal basis will 
therefore cover customs cooperation 
(Article 33 TFEU), internal market (Article 
114 TFEU) and commercial policy (Article 
207 TFEU).

environmental threats, as well as other 
threats. In particular, by introducing a
common framework19 for customs risk 
management at Union level and by 
controlling large amounts of cash flows to 
combat money laundering and terrorist 
financing, the customs authorities take a 
leading role in the fight against terrorism,
organised crime and unfair competition.
Given their extensive mandate, the
customs authorities are now truly the 
main authorities for the control of goods at 
the Union's external borders. In this 
context, the Customs programme should 
cover not only customs cooperation but 
also provide support for the wider customs 
mission as provided for in Article 3 of 
Regulation (EU) No 952/2013, namely the 
oversight of the Union's international trade, 
the implementation of the external aspects 
of the internal market, the common 
commercial policy and other Union
common policies affecting trade and the 
security of the supply chain. The legal 
basis will therefore cover customs 
cooperation (Article 33 TFEU), the
internal market (Article 114 TFEU) and 
commercial policy (Article 207 TFEU).

__________________ __________________

19

https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/gene
ral-information-customs/customs-risk-
management/measures-customs-risk-
management-framework-crmf_en

19

https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/gene
ral-information-customs/customs-risk-
management/measures-customs-risk-
management-framework-crmf_en

Or. en

Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3) In providing a framework for 
actions that has as objective to support the 

(3) By providing a framework for 
action that aims to support the customs 
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customs union and customs authorities, the 
Programme should contribute to protecting
the financial and economic interests of the 
Union and its Member States; protecting
the Union from unfair and illegal trade
while supporting legitimate business 
activity; ensuring the security and safety 
of the Union and its residents; and 
facilitating legitimate trade, so that 
businesses and citizens can benefit from 
the full potential of the internal market and 
of global trade.

union and the customs authorities, the 
Programme should contribute to the 
protection of the financial and economic 
interests of the Union and its Member 
States, to protect the Union from unfair 
and unlawful commercial practices, while 
encouraging legitimate business activities, 
guaranteeing the security and safety of the 
Union and its residents, thereby enhancing 
consumer protection and facilitating 
legitimate trade so that businesses and 
citizens can benefit from the full potential 
of the internal market and world trade.

Or. en

Amendment 4

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 3 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3 a) Customs management and control 
is a dynamic policy area, facing new 
challenges for example due to political 
and other societal developments as well as 
changing consumption patterns and 
behaviours. Therefore the Programme 
should also support customs management, 
in particular concerning the IT-
infrastructure, in such situations, and 
enable innovation as well as the creation 
of innovative solutions in the area of 
customs policy.

Or. en

Amendment 5

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 3 b (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3 b) In order to ensure maximum 
efficiency and to avoid overlaps, the 
Commission should coordinate the 
implementation of the Programme with 
related Union programmes and funds. 
This includes in particular the Fiscalis 
Programme, the EU anti-fraud 
Programme and Single Market 
Programme, as well as with the Internal 
Security Fund and Integrated Border 
Management Fund (the instrument for 
financial support for customs control 
equipment and the instrument for 
financial support for border management 
and visa), the Reform Support 
Programme, the Digital Europe 
Programme, the Connecting Europe 
Facility and the Council Decision on the 
system of Own Resources of the European 
Union, as well as the implementing 
regulations and measures.

Or. en

Amendment 6

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5) In order to support the process of 
accession and association by third 
countries, the Programme should be open 
to the participation of acceding and 
candidate countries as well as potential 
candidates and partner countries of the 
European Neighbourhood Policy if certain
conditions are fulfilled. It may also be 
open to other third countries, in 
accordance with the conditions laid down
in specific agreements between the Union 
and those countries covering their 
participation to any Union programme.

(5) In order to support the process of 
accession and association of third 
countries, the Programme should be open 
to the participation of acceding and 
candidate countries as well as potential 
candidates and partner countries of the 
European Neighbourhood Policy, if all
conditions are met. It may also be open to 
other third countries under the conditions 
provided for in specific agreements 
between the Union and the countries 
concerned on the participation of those 
countries in any Union programme, if that 
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participation is of interest to the Union 
and if it has a positive impact on the 
internal market without affecting 
consumer protection.

Or. en

Amendment 7

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) Regulation (EU, Euratom) 
[2018/XXX] of the European Parliament 
and of the Council21 (the ‘Financial 
Regulation’) applies to this Programme. It 
lays down rules on the implementation of 
the Union budget, including the rules on 
grants, prizes, procurement and 
reimbursement of external experts.

(6) The Programme should be covered 
by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council21 (hereinafter referred to as ‘the 
Financial Regulation’). The Financial 
Regulation provides for the rules for the 
implementation of the Union budget, 
including the rules on grants, prizes, 
procurement and reimbursement of 
external experts.

__________________ __________________

21 COM(2016) 605 final 21 Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 
of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 18 July 2018 on the financial 
rules applicable to the general budget of 
the Union, amending Regulations (EU) 
No 1296/2013, (EU) No 1301/2013, (EU) 
No 1303/2013, (EU) No 1304/2013, (EU) 
No 1309/2013, (EU) No 1316/2013, (EU) 
No 223/2014, (EU) No 283/2014, and 
Decision No 541/2014/EU and repealing 
Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012
(OJ L 193, 30.7.2018, p. 1).

Or. en

Amendment 8

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 10 a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10 a) With regard to the upcoming 
withdrawal of the United Kingdom from 
the Union, the financial envelope of this 
programme does not take into account the 
costs resulting from the signing of the 
withdrawal agreement. The signing of 
that agreement and the disengagement of 
the United Kingdom from all existing 
customs systems and cooperation will lead 
to additional costs, which cannot be 
precisely estimated at the time of 
establishment of this programme. The 
costs related to the withdrawal of the 
United Kingdom from the Union should 
therefore not be covered from the 
envelope of the customs programme, as 
the budget foreseen in the programme will 
only be sufficient to cover the costs which 
could realistically be foreseen at the time 
of establishment of the programme.

Or. en

Amendment 9

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) In line with the Commission's 
commitment to ensure the coherence and 
simplification of funding programmes, set 
out in its Communication of 19 October 
2010 entitled 'The EU Budget Review23', 
resources should be shared with other 
Union funding instruments if the envisaged 
actions under the Programme pursue 
objectives that are common to various 
funding instruments, excluding however 
double financing. Actions under the 
Programme should ensure coherence in the 
use of the Union's resources supporting the 
customs union and customs authorities.

(11) In line with the Commission's 
commitment to ensure the coherence and 
simplification of funding programmes, set 
out in its Communication of 19 October 
2010 entitled 'The EU Budget Review23, 
resources should be shared with other 
Union funding instruments if the envisaged 
actions under the Programme pursue 
objectives that are common to various 
funding instruments, taking into account 
that the amount allocated to this 
programme is calculated without taking 
into account the unforeseen expenses, 
excluding however double financing. 
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Actions under the Programme should 
ensure coherence in the use of the Union's 
resources supporting the customs union 
and customs authorities.

__________________ __________________

23 COM (2010)700 final 23 COM (2010)700 final

Or. en

Amendment 10

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 20

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(20) The types of financing and the 
methods of implementation under this 
Regulation should be chosen on the basis 
of their ability to achieve the specific 
objectives of the actions and to deliver 
results, taking into account, in particular, 
the costs of controls, the administrative 
burden, and the expected risk of non-
compliance. This should include 
consideration of the use of lump sums, flat 
rates and unit costs, as well as financing 
not linked to costs as referred to in Article 
125(1) of the Financial Regulation.

(20) The types of financing and the 
methods of implementation under this 
Regulation should be chosen on the basis 
of their ability to achieve the specific 
objectives of the actions and to deliver the 
best results, taking into account, in 
particular, the costs of controls, the 
administrative burden, and the expected 
risk of non-compliance. This should 
include consideration of the use of lump 
sums, flat rates and unit costs, as well as 
financing not linked to costs as referred to 
in Article 125(1) of the Financial 
Regulation.

Or. en

Amendment 11

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The Programme has the general 
objective to support the customs union and 
customs authorities to protect the financial 
and economic interests of the Union and its 

1. The general objective of the 
Programme is to support the customs 
union and the customs authorities of the 
Member States in protecting the financial 
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Member States, to ensure security and 
safety within the Union and to protect the 
Union from unfair and illegal trade, while 
facilitating legitimate business activity.

and economic interests of the Union and its 
Member States in order to guarantee their 
security and safety and to protect the Union 
against unfair and unlawful commercial 
practices, and at the same time, promote 
legitimate business activities and a high 
level of consumer protection.

Or. en

Amendment 12

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The Programme has the specific 
objective to support the preparation and 
uniform implementation of customs 
legislation and policy as well as customs 
cooperation and administrative capacity 
building, including human competency and 
the development and operation of 
European electronic systems.

2. The Programme has the specific 
objective to support the preparation and 
uniform implementation of customs 
legislation and policy, customs cooperation 
and administrative capacity building, 
including human competency and the 
development, operation and maintenance 
of European electronic systems, in order to 
achieve the objective of protecting the 
Union's financial interests and the 
security of the internal market.
Furthermore, it has the specific objective 
of supporting innovation in the area of 
customs policy.

Or. en

Amendment 13

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2 a. The Programme shall be 
consistent with and exploit any synergies 
with other Union action programmes and 
funds with similar objectives in related 
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fields.

Or. en

Amendment 14

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 2 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2 b. The implementation of the 
Programme shall respect the principles of 
transparency, proportionality, equal 
treatment and non-discrimination.

Or. en

Amendment 15

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The amount referred to in 
paragraph 1 may also cover expenses for 
preparation, monitoring, control, audit, 
evaluation and other activities for 
managing the Programme and evaluating 
the achievement of its objectives. It may 
moreover cover expenses relating to 
studies, meetings of experts, information 
and communication actions, in so far as 
they are related to the objectives of the 
Programme, as well as expenses linked to 
information technology networks focusing 
on information processing and exchange, 
including corporate information technology 
tools and other technical and administrative 
assistance needed in connection with the 
management of the Programme.

2. The amount referred to in 
paragraph 1 may also cover expenses for 
preparation, monitoring, control, audit,
evaluation and other activities for 
managing the Programme and evaluating 
the achievement of its objectives. It may 
moreover cover expenses relating to 
studies, meetings of experts, information 
and communication actions by the 
Commission addressed to Member States 
and economic operators, in so far as they 
are related to the objectives of the 
Programme, as well as expenses linked to 
information technology networks focusing 
on information processing and exchange, 
including corporate information technology 
tools and other technical and administrative 
assistance needed in connection with the 
management of the Programme.
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Or. en

Amendment 16

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2 a. The Programme shall not be used 
to cover costs relating to the withdrawal of 
the United Kingdom from the Union and 
the consequent disengagement of the 
United Kingdom from all Union customs 
systems and cooperation.

Or. en

Amendment 17

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point c – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) other third countries, in accordance 
with the conditions laid down in a specific 
agreement covering the participation of the
third country to any Union programme, 
provided that the agreement:

(c) other third countries, under the 
conditions laid down in a specific 
agreement on the participation of a third 
country in any Union programme, 
provided that the agreement:

Or. en

Amendment 18

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point c – indent 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

– lays down the conditions of
participation in the programmes, including 
the calculation of financial contributions to 
individual programmes and their 

– establishes the conditions for
participation in the programmes, including 
the calculation of financial contributions to 
individual programmes and their 
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administrative costs. These contributions 
shall constitute assigned revenues in 
accordance with Article [21(5)] of 
Regulation [2018/XXX] [the new 
Financial Regulation];

administrative costs. These contributions 
shall constitute assigned revenue in 
accordance with Article 21 (5) of 
Regulation 2018/1046;

Or. en

Amendment 19

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 3 – subparagraph 1 – point d

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(d) human competency and capacity 
building actions;

(d) human competency and capacity 
building actions, including training and 
exchange of best practices;

Or. en

Amendment 20

Proposal for a regulation
Article 8 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. The external experts shall be 
selected by the Commission based on their 
skills, experience and knowledge relevant 
to the specific action, avoiding any 
potential conflict of interest.

3. External experts shall be selected 
by the Commission on the basis of their 
competence, experience in the field of 
application of this Regulation and their 
relevant knowledge of the specific action 
being taken, avoiding any potential 
conflict of interest. The selection shall 
strike a balance between business 
representatives and other civil society 
experts, as well as take into account the 
principle of gender equality. The list of 
external experts shall be regularly 
updated and made accessible to the 
public.

Or. en
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Amendment 21

Proposal for a regulation
Article 10 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. By derogation to Article 190 of the 
Financial Regulation, the Programme may 
finance up to 100 % of eligible costs of an 
action.

1. By way of derogation from Article 
190 of the Financial Regulation, the 
Programme may finance up to 100% of the
eligible costs of an action according to the 
relevance of the action and the estimated 
impact.

Or. en

Amendment 22

Proposal for a regulation
Article 11 – paragraph 3 – point d

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(d) the regular provision to the 
Commission of information regarding the 
measures taken to enable their respective
authorities or economic operators to make 
full use of European electronic systems;

(d) providing the Commission with 
regular information on the measures taken 
to enable the authorities or economic 
operators concerned to make full and 
effective use of the European electronic 
systems;

Or. en

Amendment 23

Proposal for a regulation
Article 12 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The Commission shall draw up and 
keep updated a Multi-Annual Strategic 
Plan for Customs listing all tasks relevant 
for the development and operation of 
European electronic systems and 

1. The Commission shall draw up and 
update a multi-annual strategic plan for 
the customs field listing all the tasks 
relevant for the development and operation 
of European electronic systems and 
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classifying each system, or part thereof, 
as:

classifying each system or part of a system 
as:

Or. en

Amendment 24

Proposal for a regulation
Article 12 – paragraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) a common component: a 
component of the European electronic 
systems developed at Union level, which is 
available for all Member States or 
identified as common by the Commission 
for reasons of efficiency, security and
rationalisation;

a) a common component: a 
component of European electronic systems 
developed at Union level, which is 
available to all Member States or identified 
by the Commission as being common for 
reasons of efficiency, security of
rationalisation and reliability;

Or. en

Amendment 25

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. The performance reporting system 
shall ensure that data for monitoring 
programme implementation and results are 
collected efficiently, effectively, and in a
timely manner. To that end, proportionate 
reporting requirements shall be imposed on 
recipients of Union funds.

3. The performance reporting system 
shall ensure that the data for the
monitoring of the implementation and the
results of the Programme are collected in 
an efficient, effective and timely manner. 
To this end, proportionate and relevant
reporting requirements shall be imposed on 
the recipients of Union funds.

Or. en
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Amendment 26

Proposal for a regulation
Article 15 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The interim evaluation of the 
Programme shall be performed once there 
is sufficient information available about 
the implementation of the Programme, but 
no later than four years after the start of the 
programme implementation.

2. The interim evaluation of the 
Programme shall be carried out as soon as
sufficient information on its
implementation is available, but no later 
than three years after the start of the 
programme implementation.

Or. en

Amendment 27

Proposal for a regulation
Article 15 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. At the end of the implementation of 
the Programme, but no later than four
years after the end of the period specified
in Article 1, a final evaluation of the 
Programme shall be carried out by the 
Commission.

3. At the end of the implementation of 
the Programme, but no later than three
years after the end of the period referred to
in Article 1, the Commission shall carry 
out a final evaluation of the Programme.

Or. en

Amendment 28

Proposal for a regulation
Article 15 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. The Commission shall 
communicate the conclusions of the 
evaluations, accompanied by its 
observations, to the European Parliament, 
the Council, the European Economic and 
Social Committee and the Committee of 

4. The Commission shall present and
communicate the conclusions of the 
evaluations, accompanied by its 
observations, to the European Parliament, 
the Council, the European Economic and
Social Committee and the Committee of 
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the Regions. the Regions.

Or. en

Amendment 29

Proposal for a regulation
Article 19 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The Commission shall implement 
information and communication actions 
relating to the Programme, and its actions 
and results. Financial resources allocated to 
the Programme shall also contribute to the 
corporate communication of the political 
priorities of the Union, as far as they are 
related to the objectives referred to in 
Article 3.

2. The Commission shall implement b
information and communication actions on 
the Programme, on the actions financed 
under the Progamme, and on the results 
achieved by those financed actions. The
financial resources allocated to the 
Programme shall also contribute to the 
institutional communication of the 
Union's political priorities in so far as they 
are linked to the objectives set out in 
Article 3.

Or. en
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The Customs Programme establishes the framework for cooperation in the field of customs 
for the period 2021-2027 and is the successor of the Customs 2020 programme. The 
programme continues to facilitate coordination between Member States authorities as well as 
capacity building, including training and exchange of best practices, in order to ensure a 
uniform application of EU customs legislation. Unfortunately, the transfer to an e-customs 
structure was not completed under the Customs 2020 programme due to delays in some parts 
of the relevant IT architecture. Therefore, one major focus of the customs programme will be 
the further development, operation and maintenance of the customs IT-infrastructure.

The rapporteur believes that this programme should be coherent and exploit all synergies with 
other EU programmes and funds, its implementation respecting the principles of transparency, 
proportionality, equal treatment and non-discrimination.

Account should also be taken of the fact that the budget allocated to this programme does not 
address the forthcoming withdrawal of the UK from the EU, including the customs union. 
This will obviously lead to additional costs for the countries affected by this major change, 
but these expenses should not be covered by the customs programme.

Regarding customs administration and control, the Rapporteur considers that this is a dynamic 
field whose requirements change with the political and other evolution of society. Thus, the 
programme should support customs management, especially in terms of the IT field, allow 
innovation and the creation of innovative solutions in the field of customs policy. The 
rapporteur's amendments intend to complete the proposal in these areas.

The Customs Union is one of the main pillars of the Single Market. The modernisation of 
customs processes may foster economic activity and growth through enhancement of the 
competitiveness of the European Industry and through facilitation of trade, as well as ensure 
the protection of Europe’s consumers. Therefore, the Rapporteur considers the customs 
programme to be essential to achieve these goals.
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