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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Recalls that in order to meet the challenges of a European Energy Security Strategy, as 
well as to implement its energy and climate change objectives in the context of global 
constraints in those policy fields, the European Union and its Member States must, on the 
basis of existing legal frameworks, also take common action on the international stage, by 
raising energy security and sustainability issues in international trade forums, including 
ways to address environmental dumping by third parties ignoring their international 
commitments; stresses that moderating energy demand and promoting renewable and 
local energy sources are among the most effective tools for reducing external energy 
dependency and achieving climate objectives; underlines that promoting energy education 
can serve the goal of reducing pollution and improving consumption patterns;

2. Reiterates that energy is a basic human need and is essential for human economic activity 
and particularly important for the competitiveness of industry and other economic sectors; 
insists, therefore, that the EU’s energy security strategy should ensure affordable, 
sustainable, stable, secure and predictable access to energy for both citizens and 
enterprises and should strengthen public control as well as regulation and fairness in the 
field of competition, in order to focus on the issue of energy poverty and promote 
measures to tackle this problem, which concerns a large number of EU citizens (according 
to Eurostat’s reports on Income and Living Conditions (EU SILC)) and in the developing 
world (as reported by the International Energy Agency (IEA)); emphasises that the 
decision-making process concerning energy infrastructure projects should involve all local 
communities directly affected; points out that the Union’s energy security strategy should 
be an essential component of an inclusive Union strategy for economic growth;

3. Calls for greater coherence between the EU’s trade and energy policies; considers that EU 
FTAs should lead to increased market access in energy resources and products both with 
established long-term partners and with new and prospective partner countries in 
areas such as, but not limited to, Central Asia, North Africa and the Americas;

4. Stresses that trade plays a key role in energy security, and that strong energy partnerships, 
reinforced by the inclusion of energy chapters in the EU’s trade agreements, are essential 
tools; considers it of key importance that these chapters enhance the EU’s energy 
diversification and reduce dependence on imported energy sources from too few suppliers, 
establish quality standards for energy products and common standards for sustainable 
energy production, and encourage both diversification of supply routes and local energy 
production, especially from renewables, as the energy security strategy should promote 
the use of domestic energy sources, energy efficiency, interconnection and consumption 
reduction policies; believes that foreign direct investment in strategic energy infrastructure 
assets in the Union can have also negative effects and should be monitored by the 
Commission; calls on the Commission to provide the Member States with the best 
possible technical support in order to safeguard swift, proper implementation of EU 
legislation in the area of energy; points out that where EU Member States have a negative 
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trade balance, this is mostly due to the costs of imports of fossil fuels;

5. Expects, in view of the EU’s legitimate interest in enhancing its energy security, that key 
issues such as trade in energy resources, including oil and natural gas, will be included in 
the negotiations for the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership; 

6. Stresses the need for a strong coordination of European trade policy with energy policy, 
foreign policy and CSDP in order to ensure the effectiveness of the European Energy 
strategy and a better coherence in our external action;

7. Points out that the first steps in cooperation in energy efficiency and energy labelling have 
already been taken in trade agreements (e.g. the Energy Star label in the US); calls for an 
increase in these efforts in the future;

8. Emphasises that the high and undiversified dependency on gas imports can be reduced by 
support for decentralised, community-based cogeneration of heat and power which 
strengthens value chains in the EU’s different regions;

9. Recalls that the conclusion of trade agreements with third countries must remain 
consistent with internal EU policy; 

10. Stresses that the reduction of dependence on one supplier must not lead to an increase in 
dependence on another, in particular with regard to liquid gas; recalls that fracking is a 
technology rejected by the majority of the European population;

11. Considers that EU-US trade in liquefied natural gas (LNG) would fully integrate the EU 
gas market into the global market and would contribute significantly to the completion of 
the Internal Energy Market;

12. Stresses that energy security-related infrastructure projects must fully respect the 
democratic will and participation of local communities affected by planning and 
construction;

13. Calls on the Member States to increase their cooperation on the information exchange 
mechanism with regard to intergovernmental agreements (IGAs) with third countries in 
the field of energy, in order to increase transparency and leverage their negotiating power 
vis-à-vis third countries; calls on the Commission to swiftly develop a proposal for 
obligatory ex ante evaluations of IGAs with regard to their impact on the EU’s internal 
energy market and their compatibility with EU law; calls on Member States to request the 
participation of the Commission in the negotiation of energy agreements with non-EU 
countries; calls on the Commission to develop a template for energy agreements with non-
EU countries including clauses relevant to Union interests; calls, in the interest of 
promoting democracy and transparency, for Parliament to be kept informed by the 
Commission on a regular basis on energy agreements between the EU and non-EU 
countries; believes that consideration should be given to the possibility of Member States 
wishing to do so establishing a collective purchasing mechanism for energy sources in the 
future;

14. Calls on the Commission to set out the options available for the joint negotiation of energy 
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contracts with external suppliers on behalf of Member States;

15. Emphasises that energy agreements must always lay stress on the reciprocity principle and 
safeguard quality standards and compliance with legal framework conditions; bearing in 
mind the EU’s common internal energy market, calls for energy agreements to be 
included under the ordinary legislative procedure in order to guarantee democracy, 
transparency and compatibility with EU law;

16. Underlines that it is important to put an end to any isolation of Member States and regions 
from European gas and electricity networks;

17. Notes that on the request of a Member State the Commission could participate as an 
observer in negotiations for intergovernmental agreements;

18. Underlines that the challenge of energy security is to alleviate uncertainties that give rise 
to tensions between countries and to reduce market inefficiencies that counteract the 
benefits of trade; therefore underlines the need to promote democratic global governance 
structures for raw materials and international rules for trade in energy, in order to decrease 
international tensions and improve legal stability in this area and support the realisation of 
a fair global energy market bringing trade benefits to all its participants, with an emphasis 
on decent revenue options for resource-rich countries inside and outside the EU that are 
supportive of their respective economic development and poverty eradication strategies; 
stresses the importance of closer energy cooperation with the European Neighbourhood 
countries;

19. Is of the opinion that the EU should assist the most vulnerable countries in diversifying 
their sources and supply routes, including through cross-border interconnections and 
reverse flows, with an emphasis on renewable energies and local energy sources and 
related storage facilities and energy efficiency measures in the framework of regional 
strategies, thus contributing to a reduction of dependence on certain volatile international 
energy markets; considers it equally important to develop new technologies for producing 
energy from different sources in order to increase energy efficiency worldwide, thus 
helping to eradicate energy poverty, contribute to global sustainable development and 
support the global effort to tackle climate change;

20. Underlines that the EU should take advantage of the opportunities that emerge from the 
energy sources of the eastern Mediterranean, in particular with a view to creating a 
Mediterranean gas hub through a corridor from the south-eastern Mediterranean to Europe 
in order to enhance the EU’s energy security; believes that the EU should promote 
initiatives for cooperation in the energy sector between the countries of the eastern 
Mediterranean, thus contributing to peace and prosperity for their peoples; 

21. Recognises the European Fund for Strategic Investment and the Connecting Europe 
Facility as key mechanisms for infrastructure development and for attracting private 
investment to the EU; further notes that maximising the use of financial instruments will 
have an important leverage effect on public funding and will attract global investment 
capital to the EU;

22. Stresses that strategic infrastructures that promote the diversification of supplies, sources 
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and routes, such as storage, import and transport facilities, as well as liquefaction and 
regasification of natural gas plants, can facilitate enhanced supply when emergency 
situations occur; notes that these infrastructures may be supported by means of specific 
regulatory arrangements and/or public funding as provided by the ‘trans-European energy 
infrastructure’ and ‘Connecting Europe Facility’ regulations (respectively Regulation 
(EU) No 347/2013 and Regulation (EU) No 1316/2013) and/or financial support via EU 
financial instruments based on the strategic goals of the Union;

23. Considers that export opportunities for EU private and public companies in clean, secure 
and efficient energy technologies and for energy storage technologies are particularly 
important, especially in the light of growing global energy demand; recommends an 
increase in investment in research, development, and application of new energy and 
energy storage technologies; calls for significant tariff reductions on those technologies 
within a WTO environmental goods agreement and within EU FTAs;

24. Calls on the Commission to ensure stricter monitoring of anti-competitive behaviour and 
anti-dumping measures in order to protect European energy industries against unfair 
imports from third countries;

25. Deplores the fact that discussions on the modernisation of trade defence instruments are 
stalling in the Council despite the fact that Parliament has expressed strong support for 
tougher measures against unfair imports from third countries;

26. Calls on the Commission to ensure that its objectives and activities in the field of energy 
security are consistent with the common EU policy objectives, in particular with regard to 
international peace and development, and that integrating countries into the world 
economy includes also their access to energy;

27. Considers that energy security within the EU can be effectively achieved not only by 
funding new infrastructures and facilities, but also by supporting the optimisation of 
current technologies, undertaking research and development for new solutions and 
encouraging the use of renewable energies and renewable energy technologies;

28. Reaffirms the need for substantial investments in energy and energy infrastructure, above 
all in renewable energy and green technology.
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