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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Legal Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Stresses the importance of geographical indications (GIs) in the broader spectrum of 
intellectual property rights, as a way of protecting the value of the local, including 
infrastructure and employment, improving regional development and enhancing 
traceability, transparency and consumer information;

2. Recalls that it would be highly recommended for the European Union to adopt legislation 
on non-agricultural GIs, in order to fully exploit the positive economic effects of 
protecting the distinctiveness and quality of such products, provide consumers with 
reliable information on their place and method of production and preserve the know-how 
and jobs relating to them;

3. Notes that industrial and handicraft products connected with their origin or rooted in their 
territory are central to the economy and society in many of Europe’s regions in that they 
generate non-relocatable activities directly linked to local ways of life, especially in rural 
areas; stresses that the adoption at European level of a system to protect industrial and 
handicraft products connected with their origin or rooted in their territory would allow the 
originality of our industrial and handicraft products to be maintained and prevent product 
standardisation;

4. Stresses that protection for the geographical indications of non-agricultural products will 
help preserve the cultural and artistic heritage constituted by Europe’s local and regional 
traditions;

5. Stresses that the recognition of protection of non- agricultural GIs and traditional, high-
quality know-how is both a defensive and offensive interest in the framework of the 
common commercial policy, and that it can be an effective tool to support micro, small 
and medium-sized businesses and manufacturers (SMEs) in countering imitation and 
counterfeit products and in ensuring a more socially, economically and environmentally 
sustainable approach to economic development inside and outside EU, as well as fair 
competition and consumer protection, making it possible to identify more effectively 
product authenticity and quality; considers that recognising unitary protection of non-
agricultural GIs would also contribute to building social capital in the region of 
production;

6. Believes that the extension of protection for EU geographical indications to non-
agricultural products would be a way to stimulate European exports and gain market share 
while achieving international recognition of the products in question and developing their 
high-quality image and reputation through trade and trade negotiations;

7. Is of the opinion that an EU-level system of GI protection for non-agricultural products 
which is coherent, simple, transparent and not bureaucratically and financially 
burdensome so that SMEs in particular could access it would enable the EU to achieve 
equal protection for such European products outside the EU in the framework of 
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international trade negotiations and create a significant advantage in negotiating free trade 
agreements bilaterally with EU trading partners and multilaterally within the WTO;

8. Believes that the protection of non-agricultural GIs at EU level would strengthen the EU’s 
hand in the World Trade Organisation in calling for an increase in the standard level of 
protection and could positively renew the discussions on the creation of a multilateral GI 
register within the Doha Development Agenda, fully in line with the TRIPS Agreement;

9. Notes that the protection of non-agricultural GIs must be accompanied by a more effective 
strategy for the protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights in third 
countries, so as to step up measures to combat counterfeit or imitation products;

10. Is of the opinion that the creation of a single EU-level protection of non-agricultural GIs 
that includes common definitions, registration procedures and costs, the scope of 
protection and the means of enforcement, and the establishment of a trustworthy authority 
responsible for deciding about the granting of non-agricultural GI status, recognised at EU 
level, without lowering the standards of protection already existing in 15 Member States 
would be the best way to be more effective both within the EU and in negotiations with 
third countries;

11. Considers that uniform protection of geographical indications for non-agricultural 
products in the EU could be an advantage in negotiating trade agreements with third 
countries and, conversely, stresses that some of our major partners, such as India and 
China, have already introduced systems to protect such geographical indications;

12. Calls on the Commission to include a coherent and well prepared strategy on all GIs, 
which ensures that they are observed and recognised, in the upcoming communication on 
the EU’s trade and investment strategy.
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