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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Development, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Recalls that trade and finance is one of the five priority areas of policy coherence for 
development (PCD); recalls that all EU external policies, including trade and investment, 
must also be aligned with Article 21 of the Treaty on European Union and must contribute 
to sustainable development goals, respect for human rights and gender equality; recalls the 
principles mentioned in Article 24(2) of Council Regulation (EC) No 260/2009; recalls 
that PCD is a responsibility of developed countries, but that developing countries also 
have a significant role to play in ensuring that it is fully effective;

2. Emphasises that Article 208 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union 
(TFEU) sets reduction and, in the long term, eradication of poverty as the primary goal of 
Union development cooperation policy, and establishes the principle of PCD, which 
requires this goal to be taken into account in all EU policies that are likely to affect 
developing countries, including trade policy;

3. Recalls likewise the EUʼs commitment to mainstream gender in all its policies and the 
importance of guaranteeing that men and women benefit equally from social changes, 
economic growth and the creation of decent jobs, doing away with discrimination and 
promoting respect for women’s rights in the world;

4. Calls for the establishment of an EU-Africa co-development partnership focusing on 
strategic issues such as energy, sustainable management of natural resources and 
innovation;

5. Emphasises that trade remains crucial for economic growth and sustainable development 
and has helped to lift hundreds of millions of people out of poverty; recognises, however, 
that not all developing countries have enjoyed such gains and that least developed 
countries (LDCs) in particular remain marginalised in global trade;

6. Recalls that trade liberalisation must not be an end in itself but must instead be regarded 
as a means of fostering the sustainable development of economies and societies; recalls 
that fair and properly regulated trade, if aligned with sustainable development goals 
(SDGs), could have potentialities for development; calls on the Commission to strengthen 
the effective enforceability of SDGs and include comprehensive sustainable development 
chapters in all trade agreements; emphasises that in order for the developing countries 
to take advantage of trade and investment opportunities, it is necessary to continue 
supporting domestic revenue mobilisation reforms in developing countries, to help 
improve their capacity to increase revenues, and to tackle tax evasion and avoidance by 
supporting the design of efficient, effective, fair and transparent tax systems, in line with 
principles of good governance;

7. Emphasises that efforts to strengthen the capacity of developing countries to mobilise 
private resources must necessarily be accompanied by measures to create environments 
that are favourable to responsible and sustainable entrepreneurship and investment, 
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starting with the eradication of political corruption and with fair, effective and transparent 
taxation, accompanied by firm action to fight tax fraud, tax evasion and tax havens; recalls 
that EU investment policy, especially when involving public money, must contribute to 
the achievement of the SDGs; recalls the need to enhance the transparency and 
accountability of development finance institutions (DFIs) and public-private partnerships 
(PPPs) in order to effectively track and monitor money flows, debt sustainability and 
added value for the sustainable development of their projects; calls for the EU to work 
towards closer international tax cooperation as agreed by the G20 and the Addis Ababa 
Action Agenda; recalls, in this regard, that monitoring schemes such as country-per-
country-reporting should be promoted and more widely applied;

8. Commends the EU for being the frontrunner in providing duty-free, quota-free access for 
all goods (except arms and ammunition) from LDCs through the Everything But Arms 
(EBA) initiative as part of the EU’s Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP);

9. Recognises that one third of total official development aid (ODA) currently supports 
trade-related needs; calls for the EU to remain the global leader in providing support to 
Aid for Trade (AfT) programmes that are designed to help developing countries reap the 
benefits of new trade deals;

10. Welcomes the commitment made by the Commission in its ‘Trade for All’ 
communication to undertake an in-depth analysis of the potential effects of new FTAs on 
LDCs, including their effects on demand for LDC products, regulatory matters and market 
access; calls on the Commission to commission independent and exhaustive studies on the 
potential effects of trade and investment agreements on developing countries; calls also on 
the Commission to put forward measures to ensure that the benefits of trade agreements 
trickle down to developing countries; calls on the Commission to ensure that trade 
agreements negotiated with partner countries, in particular neighbourhood countries, have 
the clear aim of fostering the economic and social development of those countries; urges 
the Commission to align all EU trade-related instruments with the SDGs, including free 
trade agreements, in particular the Economic Partnership Agreement with African 
countries, plurilateral and multilateral agreements under the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO), the GSP, Aid for Trade, EU Regulations, and international standards and codes of 
conduct, in order to tap into the full potential of these instruments; urges that this be taken 
into account when addressing Economic Partnership Agreements and Environmental 
Goods Agreements, in order to effectively enhance the positive opportunities they afford 
for sustainable development;

11. Urges the Commission to step up efforts to advance in democratic multilateral fora on 
trade issues in which all countries are represented on an equal footing and to position itself 
as the defender of the interests of developing countries on trade issues;

12. Regrets that the level of ambition displayed by successive sustainable development (TSD) 
chapters in EU trade agreements has often not met the highest standards; stresses the 
importance of ensuring proper monitoring and enforcement of the provisions contained in 
such chapters, and calls for the full involvement of civil society organisations and social 
partners in this area, both in partner countries and in the EU;

13. Welcomes the progress made since the establishment of the Bangladesh Sustainability 
Compact, while acknowledging that important challenges remain and need to be 
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addressed;

14. Calls on the Commission to consider the Bangladesh Sustainability Compact as an 
example to be followed and further developed in the future in relation to similar situations 
in other developing countries;

15. Recalls the Commission’s commitment to carrying out sustainability impact assessments 
(SIAs) on all trade negotiations; regrets that SIAs have not been carried out in a timely 
fashion; calls on the Commission to deliver on its commitment and to ensure that the 
impact of potential trade agreements on developing countries is properly taken into 
account;

16. Calls for the EU and its Member States to commit to increasing Aid for Trade (AfT) 
support for developing countries, particularly least developed countries (LDCs), while 
addressing fair and ethical trade in the upcoming revision of its Aid for Trade strategy, as 
announced in the ‘Trade for All’ communication; calls for EU Aid for Trade and technical 
assistance to empower poor producers, micro and small enterprises, women-led 
enterprises and cooperatives in order to boost the benefits they derive from trading on 
local and regional markets;

17. Takes the view that special attention should be paid to globalised value chains, that labour 
and environmental conditions in these global value chains need to be clearly regulated at 
all stages of assembly, and that CSR must be further developed in this respect;

18. Stresses the importance of safeguarding the right of countries to regulate and preserve 
policy space in order to develop infant industries, in accordance with the specific needs of 
partner countries, while respecting the trade agreements; urges the Commission to ensure 
that trade agreements and policies support developing countries’ strategic economic 
sectors and do not challenge the efforts of partner countries to increase the domestic value 
added in order to upgrade along the global value chains, and to create decent jobs locally, 
prioritising the contribution of women to economic development, especially in rural areas, 
as essential elements for endogenous development; asks the Commission to include an 
evaluation of this aspect in its regular reports on the implementation of bilateral 
agreements;

19. Calls on the Commission to monitor the implementation of the WTO’s Bali and Nairobi 
Packages, in particular with regard to the elimination of agricultural export subsidies at 
multilateral level, the decisions of specific benefit to the LDCs and the Agreement on 
Trade Facilitation;

20. Calls on the Commission to continue to lead efforts to support and facilitate universal 
access to medicines at affordable prices, while striking a proper balance with intellectual 
property rights, and to take political action to raise the visibility of public health and 
universal access to medicines in international trading relations; calls, to this end, on the 
Commission to support the designation of a European Year of Health and Access to 
Medicines;

21. Stresses the importance of participation through broad and transparent consultation of 
national parliaments, civil society organisations and other stakeholders from both the 
Member States and third countries, in the negotiation, implementation and monitoring of 
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EU trade and investment agreements and policies;

22. Acknowledges the contribution of the private sector and the EU´s leading role in 
promoting CSR in international fora; calls for the EU and its Member States to promote 
the multilateral debate on investment treaties, to take into account UNCTAD´s Investment 
Policy Framework for Sustainable Development recommendations in order to stimulate 
more responsible, transparent and accountable investments, and to actively engage with 
the UN Human Rights Council in its work towards an international treaty that would hold 
transnational corporations accountable for human rights abuses, and recalls that the UN 
Guiding Principles for Business and Human Rights (the Ruggie Principles – ‘Protect, 
Respect, Remedy’) are still not being fully implemented in EU policies;

23. Calls on the Commission, in this connection, to encourage EU and third country 
governments to use public procurement policy to promote adhesion to and respect for 
international CSR guidelines and principles among businesses, by considering the past 
record of companies as regards responsible business conduct in the award of public 
procurement contracts;

24. Calls on the Commission to set up product traceability systems and an EU register of 
businesses involved in EU development projects, in order to ensure that the actions of 
businesses are more transparent and to enable citizens to monitor the actions of EU 
businesses outside the EU, while at the same time facilitating the dissemination of 
experience on an international scale and, equally important, the visibility and positive 
image of EU businesses;

25. Calls also on the Commission to promote the creation of coordination fora and joint 
meetings for international businesses, public authorities and civil society organisations, 
both in the EU and in third countries, in order to foster exchanges of good practice and the 
establishment of synergies conducive to inclusive growth and development.
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