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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the EU Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking, which will play a crucial role 
in combating the alarming rise in the highly lucrative illegal trade in wildlife which 
destabilises economies and communities that depend on wildlife for their livelihood and 
threatens the peace and security of fragile regions of EU trade partners by strengthening 
illicit routes; underlines, in particular, that the EU remains a significant destination market 
and transit route for illicit wildlife products; notes, therefore, Priorities 1 and 2 concerning 
the prevention of wildlife trafficking and implementation and enforcement of the relevant 
existing rules and legal frameworks;

2. Considers that the customs dimension of the Action Plan should be further highlighted, 
with regard to both cooperation with partner countries and better and more effective 
implementation within the Union; looks forward, therefore, to the Commission’s 2016 
review of the implementation and enforcement of the EU’s current legal framework, and 
asks for this review to include an assessment of customs procedures;

3. Calls on the Commission to reflect on ways to improve the EU’s existing legal order, in 
line with other major global partners such as the US, with a view to preventing importing, 
trading in and re-exporting species that are not yet included in the appendices to the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES) or in the annexes to Regulation (EC) No 338/97, but are already protected in the 
countries of origin;

4. Emphasises the principle of policy coherence for development in order for the common 
commercial policy to make a significant contribution to the Union’s action against 
wildlife trafficking, as a tool both to underpin efforts directly related to the action plan and 
to create overall conditions conducive to preserving biodiversity, particularly by creating 
alternative revenue options for people living in rural areas in partner countries affected by 
poaching;

5. Calls on the Commission, in the framework of Regulation (EC) No 338/97, to consider 
proposals for a broader limitation of trade in ivory and rhino horn into the EU, including a 
possible complete ban on ivory and rhino horn products which should comply with both 
EU internal market and WTO rules;

6. Calls for the better use of existing resources, the use of up-to-date technology and 
adequate training for customs authorities in source, transit and destination countries, 
especially developing countries, stronger international cooperation, increased public-
private partnerships and the closing of existing loopholes, in order to successfully combat 
the illegal trade in wildlife while at the same time facilitating legal and sustainable 
wildlife trade; notes in this connection the close linkages between the lucrative, extensive 
and organised illegal trade in wildlife species and international terrorism, and calls for 
well-coordinated cooperation between police and customs authorities at the global level, 
recognising that in stemming the illegal trade in wildlife the Action Plan should positively 
curtail the financing of criminal and terrorist organisations, helping by doing so to 
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reinforce the rule of law and contribute to stable and secure nations;

7. Calls for resource allocation toward critical capacity-building efforts in source, transit and 
destination countries, such as training, public outreach, establishment and maintenance of 
wildlife rescue centres, and ecotourism programmes;

8. Notes that corruption is one of the main enablers and contributors to the trade in illegal 
wildlife and wildlife products; welcomes the commitment made in the Commission 
strategy entitled ‘Trade for All’ to include ambitious anti-corruption provisions to tackle 
the direct and indirect impact of both corruption and wildlife trafficking in all future trade 
agreements; requests the Commission, therefore, to pay the utmost attention to the facets 
of administration and monitoring of the enforcement of international standards in relation 
to wildlife trafficking;

9. Notes that legal trade in wildlife can contribute to incomes in developing countries, 
especially in rural areas; calls for measures promoting legal and environmentally 
sustainable wildlife trade as a tool for promoting economic development and biodiversity;

10. Welcomes the inclusion of provisions ensuring the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity in the trade and sustainable development chapter of the EU-Vietnam 
free trade agreement (FTA,) and insists on including enforceable wildlife protection 
provisions in all future EU FTAs, including, but not limited to, those with the US, Japan 
and ASEAN countries as target markets; stresses the importance of making the 
commitments of trade and sustainable development chapters enforceable, and calls on the 
Commission to include the analysis of these provisions in its implementation reports, as 
well as to emphasise reporting on the implementation of CITES in the context of the 
GSP+ scheme;

11. Calls on the Commission to consider funding under the Partnership Instrument for 
initiatives aimed at reducing demand for illicit wildlife products in key markets, in line 
with Priority 1 of the Action Plan; highlights that the involvement of civil society in the 
monitoring structures under the trade and sustainable development chapters of EU trade 
agreements can make significant contributions in this regard;

12. Stresses the importance of addressing, in the context of the EU-China Strategic 
Partnership, the sensitive issue of the growing demand for wildlife products, such as 
elephant ivory, rhino horn and tiger bones, which represents a real threat to the 
conservation of the species concerned and to biodiversity in general;

13. Highlights the importance of ensuring the private sector’s involvement in the fight against 
wildlife trafficking, considering the role and impact of e-commerce platforms, distribution 
networks, transport and courier companies, but stresses that appropriate guidance must be 
issued to private-sector actors; welcomes emerging collaborative zero tolerance 
approaches between wildlife trade experts and logistics companies; considers that the 
Commission should reflect on how best to ensure that relevant legal frameworks can 
better address risks related to e-commerce and online and offline commercial advertising;

14. Stresses the importance of effective and efficient labelling and traceability systems, as a 
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guarantee of the legality and sustainability of trade in wildlife;

15. Calls on the EU to explore, within the scope of the WTO framework, how global trade 
and environmental regimes can better support each other, especially in the context of 
ongoing work on strengthening coherence between the WTO and Multilateral 
Environmental Agreements, as well as in light of the Trade Facilitation Agreement, which 
opens new avenues for cooperation between customs and wildlife and trade officials, 
especially in developing countries; considers that further opportunities for cooperation 
between the WTO and CITES should be explored, in particular in terms of offering 
technical assistance and capacity-building on trade and environment matters to officials 
from developing countries;

16. Calls on the Commission to engage with partners in the context of CITES and elsewhere 
in order to ensure traceability of wildlife products, as many trophies resulting from 
deplorable poaching activities leave the black market and end up introduced into legal 
commercial streams;

17. Strongly urges the EU to oppose the current proposal to remove the existing annotations 
on elephant ivory from Namibia and Zimbabwe at the upcoming CITES COP17, which 
would make it commercially tradable, and to support the proposal to include all African 
elephants in Appendix I.
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