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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Recalls that corruption undermines human rights, equality, social justice, economic 

growth, the fight against poverty, development and the environment; stresses its profound 

negative impact on trade and its benefits, economic development, investment and public 

procurement processes and urges the Commission to take into consideration this link in all 

trade agreements and to include enforceable human rights and anti-corruption clauses 

therein; 

2. Points out that trade policy contributes to the protection and promotion of the values for 

which the EU stands, as set out in Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union, including 

democracy, the rule of law, respect for human rights, fundamental rights and freedoms, 

and equality; stresses that consistency between the Union’s external and internal policies 

is vital, particularly in relation to combating corruption; underlines that in this regard 

European legislators have a particular role to play when facilitating trade relations, as they 

have to avoid these serving as a gateway for corruption practices;  

3. Views trade agreements as a key mechanism for promoting anti-corruption measures and 

good governance; welcomes the measures that the EU has already taken to combat 

corruption in its trade policy, for instance through GSP+, sustainable development 

chapters and the inclusion of commitments to ratify international anti-corruption 

conventions with trading partners; reaffirms the aim stated in the Trade for All Strategy to 

include ambitious provisions on anti-corruption in all future trade agreements; in this 

regard, calls for commitments in future trade agreements to multilateral anti-corruption 

conventions such as the UNCAC and the OECD Anti-bribery Convention and for 

horizontal provisions to be included as part of a comprehensive approach and to be 

integrated into existing trade agreements during revision; 

4. Stresses that signatory parties of trade agreements should take measures to promote the 

active participation of the private sector, civil society organisations and domestic advisory 

groups in the implementation of anti-corruption programmes and clauses in international 

trade and investment deals; having regard to current internal EU discussions, welcomes 

advancements to establish EU-wide effective measures to protect whistle-blowers and 

believes that whistle-blower protection should be considered for inclusion in future trade 

deals once an EU-wide system is in place; 

5. Recognises the importance of providing clear guidance and support for businesses to 

create effective anti-corruption compliance procedures within their operations, particularly 

for SMEs through special provisions in trade agreements to enable them to tackle 

corruption; stresses that there is no one-size-fits-all approach to compliance; calls on the 

Commission to consider developing assistance to capacity-building projects on combating 

corruption, such as best practice sharing and training to help States and the business sector 

overcome any challenges they may come across in this field; 
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6. Welcomes the entry into force of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement in February 

2017 which provides measures to combat corruption in global trade; believes, however, 

that passing or reforming legislation is in itself insufficient and that implementation is the 

key; points out that legislative reform needs to be accompanied by training of the 

judiciary, public access to information and transparency measures, and calls on the EU 

Member States to cooperate on these matters in their fight against corruption; also points 

out that trade agreements could help in monitoring domestic reform in relation to anti-

corruption policies; 

7. Calls on the Commission to negotiate enforceable anti-corruption and anti-money-

laundering provisions in all future trade agreements, with effective monitoring of the 

implementation of anti-corruption provisions; calls on the Member States, to that end, to 

support the inclusion of anti-corruption provisions in negotiating mandates, in line with 

the Commission’s proposals in draft mandates submitted to them; welcomes the presence 

of anti-corruption provisions in the negotiating mandate on modernising the EU-Mexico 

agreement; calls on the Commission to continue the efforts to combat corruption through 

enhanced transparency in trade agreements negotiations and the inclusion of provisions 

aimed at greater regulatory cooperation and integrity of customs procedures and global 

value chains (GVCs); believes that cooperation clauses must be in place to tackle 

corruption, such as exchange of information, and administrative and technical assistance, 

with the purpose of sharing and promoting best practices that will contribute to 

strengthening the rule of law and respect for human rights; encourages the Commission to 

set clear and relevant conditions and performance indicators allowing better assessment 

and demonstration of results; 

8. Points out the importance of maintaining ongoing and regular dialogue with EU trade 

partners throughout the implementation of agreements in order to ensure that the 

agreements generally, as well as the anti-corruption provisions, are monitored and 

implemented properly; notes the Commission’s proposal in its Trade for All Strategy to 

introduce mechanisms for consultation in cases of systemic corruption and failures of 

governance, and calls on the Commission to envisage suspending the benefits of an 

agreement in such cases of systemic corruption and failure to comply with anti-corruption 

commitments or with international standards in the field of anti-corruption, such as the 

OECD Common Reporting Standard, the OECD Action Plan on Base Erosion and Profit 

Shifting, the central register of beneficial ownership and FATF recommendations; calls on 

the Commission to set clear and relevant conditions and performance indicators allowing 

better assessment and demonstration of results; calls, furthermore, on the Commission to 

respond firmly, proportionally and quickly where the beneficiary government fails to 

comply with what has been agreed; calls on the Commission to set up consultation 

mechanisms with trading partners in cases of systemic corruption and to provide 

exchanges of expertise to assist countries implementing anti-corruption measures. 
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