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AMENDMENTS 

The Committee on International Trade presents the following amendments to the Committee 

on Foreign Affairs, as the committee responsible: 

Amendment  1 

Proposal for a recommendation 

Citation 1 a (new) 

 

Proposal for a recommendation Amendment 

 having regard to the EU’s Trade for All 

strategy, 

 

Amendment  2 

Proposal for a recommendation 

Citation 1 b (new) 

 

Proposal for a recommendation Amendment 

 having regard to the Commission staff 

working document of 9 November 2017 

on the implementation of EU free trade 

agreements (SWD(2017)0364), 

 

Amendment  3 

Proposal for a recommendation 

Recital E (new) 

 

Proposal for a recommendation Amendment 

 E. whereas international trade is a core 

EU tool for helping countries in their 

social and economic development, as well 

as for defending and promoting human 

rights, fundamental values and the rule of 

law; 

 

Amendment  4 

Proposal for a recommendation 

Recital F (new) 
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Proposal for a recommendation Amendment 

 F. whereas, according to the Treaties, 

trade policy should contribute to the 

external objectives of the Union, 

including sustainable development; 

 

Amendment  5 

Proposal for a recommendation 

Paragraph 3 (new) 

 

Proposal for a recommendation Amendment 

 3. Is concerned that the EU and its 

instruments face significant challenges; 

 

Amendment  6 

Proposal for a recommendation 

Paragraph 6 (new) 

 

Proposal for a recommendation Amendment 

 6. Recommends making use of IPA funds 

to create channels of communication for 

firms, particularly SMEs, in both the 

Member States and pre-accession 

countries, in order to create strong trade 

links between the respective areas, which 

would be very useful to prepare the 

recipient countries for accession to the 

single market; 

 

Amendment  7 

Proposal for a recommendation 

Paragraph 9 (new) 

 

Proposal for a recommendation Amendment 

 9. Emphasises that the trade-related 

technical support and economic 

assistance provided by the European 

Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) to the 
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Union’s close partners on its southern 

and eastern borders make an important 

contribution to democratic evolution in 

those regions; observes that funds under 

the European Neighbourhood Instrument 

(ENI) may be used for trade facilitation 

and as such can be complementary to 

existing EU funding for the Trade 

Facilitation Agreement, which should 

better guarantee medium- and long-term 

political stability;  

 

 

Amendment  8 

Proposal for a recommendation 

Paragraph 20 a (new) 

 

Proposal for a recommendation Amendment 

 20a. Recommends the creation of solid 

and consistent monitoring and evaluation 

mechanisms within the instrument 

architecture in order to ensure better 

accountability, transparency and 

improved targeting of expenditure under 

the funds; 

 

Amendment  9 

Proposal for a recommendation 

Paragraph 20 b (new) 

 

Proposal for a recommendation Amendment 

 20b. Calls for the inclusion of the gender 

perspective in all ex ante and ex post 

strategic studies and impact assessments, 

in order to ensure full compliance with 

the objectives of Article 8 TFEU; 

 

Amendment  10 

Proposal for a recommendation 

Paragraph 35 (new) 
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Proposal for a recommendation Amendment 

 35. Considers that the Partnership 

Instrument (PI) could be an important 

tool for supporting the implementation of 

free trade agreements, notably by 

supporting the work of the Domestic 

Advisory Groups; underlines the need to 

assess the use and distribution of funds, 

as well as the effectiveness of the PI and 

the Business Avenue and EU Gateway 

programmes, which should complement 

Member States’ competences in the area 

of foreign trade promotion; 

 

Amendment  11 

Proposal for a recommendation 

Paragraph 36 (new) 

 

Proposal for a recommendation Amendment 

 36. Notes that one of the objectives of the 

PI is public diplomacy in order to build 

trust and understanding in non-EU 

countries with regard to EU policies; 

stresses that civil society engagement is of 

the utmost importance, and welcomes the 

allocation of EUR 3 million to support the 

participation of civil society organisations 

in the Domestic Advisory Groups; 

 

Amendment  12 

Proposal for a recommendation 

Paragraph 37 (new) 

 

Proposal for a recommendation Amendment 

 37. Observes that EU SMEs should be 

taken into account with regard to access 

to the external financing instruments via 

less complex and more friendly regulation 

which can facilitate more agile use of the 

funds and at the same time help SMEs 

acquire international experience; asks the 
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Commission to assess the existing tools 

aimed at promoting SME 

internationalisation regarding their 

coherence with other Union SME support 

instruments, such as COSME, as well as 

regarding subsidiarity, non-duplication 

and complementarity in relation to 

Member State programmes; calls on the 

Commission to make timely proposals for 

the mid-term review of those programmes 

in order to improve their efficiency and 

effectiveness; underlines the need to 

improve information and awareness 

among SMEs about the existing 

instruments, in particular at national 

level; 

 

Amendment  13 

Proposal for a recommendation 

Paragraph 48 (new) 

 

Proposal for a recommendation Amendment 

 48. Highlights that EU delegations, 

together with Member States, could also 

help SMEs use these financial 

instruments with a view to creating 

medium-term relations between EU firms 

and the recipient countries’ economies; 

highlights the need to adopt a more 

coherent and streamlined approach on the 

part of the relevant Commission DGs and 

the EEAS with regard to the setting-up 

and implementation of external financing 

instruments; 

 

Amendment  14 

Proposal for a recommendation 

Paragraph 49 (new) 

 

Proposal for a recommendation Amendment 

 49. Considers that respect for ILO core 

labour standards, multilateral 

environmental conventions and WTO 
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principles should also be taken into 

account for the allocation of funds; 

 

Amendment  15 

Proposal for a recommendation 

Paragraph 50 (new) 

 

Proposal for a recommendation Amendment 

 50. Invites the Commission to consider 

earmarking funds through the external 

financing instruments for cooperation 

and technical assistance with third 

countries, especially developing countries, 

to foster membership in the Wassenaar 

Arrangement, the Australia Group, the 

Missile Technology Control Regime and 

the Nuclear Suppliers Group, and to 

prevent human rights violations with 

regard to the ongoing recast of the Dual 

Use Regulation; 
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