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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 

resolution: 

A. whereas the EU-Moldova Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA) has 

been applied since 2014; 

B. whereas Moldova’s exports to the EU have increased by more than 15 % since the entry 

into force of the DCFTA and Moldova currently relies on the EU for 66 % of its 

exports; 

C. whereas Moldova’s preferences utilisation rate of 90 % shows how the DCFTA has 

been beneficial to Moldovan businesses, workers and citizens; 

D. whereas the effective implementation of the DCFTA is conditional upon Moldova’s 

continued efforts to step up reforms in the rule of law, governance, institutional capacity 

and public administration, including in trade-related areas; 

E. whereas progress has been made in essential areas such as sanitary and phytosanitary 

measures, technical barriers to trade, customs and public procurement; 

F. whereas domestic advisory groups (DAGs) were set up in accordance with the 

provisions of the trade and sustainable development chapter and have met three times to 

date; 

1. Welcomes the significant increase in Moldovan imports into the EU as a result of the 

entry into force of the DCFTA; underlines that the DCFTA should be a driver of 

economic diversification and, accordingly, encourages the Commission to support 

Moldova in identifying key areas that should be prioritised in DCFTA implementation; 

considers that the trade liberalisation dimension should be carefully managed with a 

view to minimising costs while maximising benefits for Moldova; 

2. Welcomes the creation of some 1 500 jobs through support for small businesses and 

reiterates the need to continue incentivising the SME and start-up sectors, especially 

given their important contribution to economic growth, employment, innovation and 

business creativity; 

3. Underlines that the ultimate objective of the DCFTA is to make tangible and sustainable 

improvements to the living conditions of ordinary citizens in Moldova as the country 

remains one of the poorest in Europe, and as such urges the authorities to undergo 

effective reform processes in order to improve standards of living to this end; 

4. Expects Moldova to continue its reform path not only in strictly trade-related areas such 

as restructuring of the financial and energy sectors, but also in the rule of law, public 

administration, the justice sector, the management and efficiency of public finances, 

media freedom, gender equality and women empowerment, and stepping up the fight 

against corruption; recalls also the importance of effective implementation of newly 

introduced reforms and legal instruments; calls for concrete steps in all the sectors 
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mentioned, in line with the expectations emphasised in Parliament’s resolution on 

macro-financial assistance to the Republic of Moldova1, recalling the various debates on 

the situation in Moldova and Parliament’s pleas for transparent reform efforts and strict 

conditionalities linked to tangible results in areas identified as needing improvement; 

commends the decision to transpose the EU Anti-Money Laundering Directive; 

5. Considers regulatory approximation with the EU acquis the key dimension of the 

DCFTA because actual access to the EU market and reform very much depend on the 

appropriate implementation and enforcement of relevant legislation; is aware of the 

significant challenge this represents for governance, institutions and public 

administration in Moldova and encourages the Commission to provide adequate 

technical and financial support; urges the Commission to consider the setting up of a 

support group for Moldova, similarly to the one created for Ukraine; 

6. Considers that the practice of involving Moldovan authorities from the stage of drafting 

relevant legislation is useful in that it makes the process more inclusive and reduces 

transition costs for Moldova, and calls on the Commission to make full use of the ex-

ante consultation processes; 

7. Underlines the key role played by DAGs in monitoring the DCFTA, and recalls that 

appropriate funding and a balanced representation of civil society should be ensured by 

the Parties; 

8. Notes that the evaluation of DCFTA implementation is very much focused on trade 

flows and trade irritants; calls on the Commission to monitor and assess the 

implementation of the DCFTA in an appropriate manner, paying special attention to 

transposition and implementation of the acquis, as well as to the impact on Moldovan 

society, and to ensure public and comprehensive annual reporting, including on the 

technical and financial support provided by the EU; 

9. Calls for effective compliance with trade and sustainable development clauses and 

international commitments, and specifically the proper implementation of ILO core 

conventions. 

  

                                                 
1 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2017)0283. 
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