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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution: 

 

1. Notes that the Union has an increasingly ambitious trade agenda, as outlined in the 

‘Trade for all’ strategy; underlines the need for giving enough political and 

administrative support to ensure that trade deals can be agreed within appropriate 

timeframes; stresses that the funding for Aid for Trade initiatives should be increased 

and sufficient resources should be allocated to DG Trade of the Commission to enable it 

to carry out the increasing number of activities, in particular to ensure the 

implementation and enforcement of the provisions included in both the bilateral and 

multilateral agreements; highlights the importance of performing assessments prior to, 

during and following the conclusion of such agreements in achieving a more inclusive 

strategy; in this regard recognises the need for gender-disaggregated data; reiterates the 

need to adequately finance the implementation of Trade Defense Instruments (TDIs) to 

promote quick investigations and to allow for their swift adoption; underlines the need 

to ensure sufficient funding is available for cooperation and assistance with third 

countries to promote and facilitate their adherence to bilateral and multilateral trade 

initiatives and agreements, including the Wassenaar Arrangement, the Kimberley 

Process and the international Alliance for Torture-Free Trade; requests that the Union’s 

Trade related assistance shall put a stronger emphasis on supporting the increase of 

local and intra-regional trade in our partner countries and regions, and thereby 

strengthening the self-reliant and lasting national economic development of countries 

involved; furthermore asks the Commission to coordinate its implementation in order to 

maximise its effectiveness; 

2. Stresses that international trade is a core tool for the Union foreign policy which, if 

sufficiently funded and implemented by means of coherent strategies, contributes to 

sustainable development, particularly in developing countries; considers the Common 

Commercial Policy as one of the Union's most powerful tools to tackle migration 

causes; 

3. Underlines the need for a thorough reorganisation of the Union budget and its structure, 

including a more ambitious and substantive role for the European Parliament, in the 

context of the review of the next MFF and with regard to the trade policy agenda, and 

calls on the Commission to take the initiative on this vis à vis the Council and 

Parliament; 

4. Asks the Commission to assess the existing tools aimed at promoting SME 

internationalization regarding their coherence with other Union SME support 

instruments as well as regarding subsidiarity, non-duplication and complementarity in 

relation to Member State programmes; calls on the Commission to further finance 

SMEs internationalization programmes and to endeavour to provide a rules of origin 

calculator tailored to SMEs that should specifically enable them to use the preferences 

available under existing agreements with a view to increasing the preference utilisation 

rate; 



PE623.884v02-00 4/6 AD\1161590EN.docx 

EN 

5. Notes that the involvement of civil society and social partners in the implementation of 

trade agreements can benefit the legitimacy and effectiveness of the Common 

Commercial Policy, that the citizens of the Union are asking to be more informed and 

engaged with Union trade policy and that the Commission has made this citizens’ 

interest a priority; considers that it is crucial that enough resources are allocated to 

actively involve citizens on Union trade policy-making and to raise a higher degree of 

awareness of its benefits among European citizens; calls for the inclusion of Domestic 

Advisory Groups and Joint Platforms, that are now under budgeted, into citizens’ 

dialogue as they are the main vehicles for achieving the effective participation of civil 

society in the enforcement and monitoring of trade and sustainability chapters of trade 

agreements; calls for the development of the key performance indicators against which 

they wish to assess the performance of customs administrations at national and Union 

level; calls on Member States to take a more active role in explaining the added value of 

Union trade policy since it is the Member States that formulate the negotiating 

mandates; 

6. Emphasises that the trade-related technical support and economic assistance provided 

by the European Neighbourhood Policy to Union partners in the East border and to the 

post-Arab-Spring countries make an important contribution to stability in those regions; 

7. Calls on the Commission to invest in a study on the contribution of the Union's trade 

policy to achieving the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

including recommendations to bring the policy in line with the Agenda 2030; 
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