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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Notes that the EU is Switzerland’s main trading partner, accounting for 52 % of its 
exports and over 71 % of its imports, and that the trade in goods under the current bilateral 
trade agreements amounts to no less than CHF 1 billion per day1; whereas Switzerland is the 
EU’s third-largest trading partner, accounting for 7 % of its trade;

2. Welcomes the conclusion of the negotiations on the Institutional Framework Agreement 
(IFA) between the EU and the Swiss Confederation on 23 November 2018; calls for
consultations with stakeholders, in accordance with Swiss democratic traditions and 
constitutional principles, as called for by the Federal Council on 23 November 2018;
requests that the procedures to modernise and further expand the EU-Switzerland 
relationship are initiated without delay, in order to increase its legal certainty and 
guarantee continued access for Swiss companies to the Single Market, and to allow the 
continuation and facilitation of ongoing sectoral negotiations;

3. Expresses its regret at the fact that the Commission has not transmitted the negotiated 
text of the EU-Switzerland Framework Agreement, as finalised in December 2018, to 
the Committees on Foreign Affairs and International Trade; calls on the Commission to 
send those documents without delay.

4. Acknowledges the need for an IFA, as the EU-Switzerland relationship is based on a 
complex system of 120 sector-specific agreements, and additional coherence and legal 
certainty would benefit all parties;

5. Strongly welcomes the political declaration of intent to modernise the Agreement on 
Government Procurement and the 1972 EU-Switzerland Free Trade Agreement (FTA), 
and supports the ambition of achieving a revised trade partnership that includes areas 
such as services that are beyond the scope of the IFA and only partially covered through 
the Agreement on the Free Movement of Persons (AFMP), including digital aspects, 
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), trade facilitation, mutual recognition of conformity 
assessments and public procurement, in addition to a chapter on trade and sustainable 
development; requests further cooperation in order to better protect geographical 
indications and expand the modern and reliable State-to-State dispute settlement 
mechanism included in the draft IFA to cover the future bilateral trade relationship and
efficiently resolve trade irritants between the parties;

6. Is aware that there is no comprehensive services agreement in place between the EU 
and Switzerland and that services are only partially covered through the AFMP, 
showing that there is potential for further development;

7. Notes that Switzerland takes in the highest percentage of cross-border workers from the 
EU and calls on the EU and the Swiss Government to improve measures under the 

                                               
1 https://www.eda.admin.ch/dam/dea/en/documents/abkommen/InstA-Wichtigste-in-Kuerze_en.pdf
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AFMP by including a ‘charter for cross-border workers’ that sets out binding provisions 
covering, inter alia, basic employment rights, working and commuting conditions, 
transfer of unemployment benefits and double taxation issues; recalls that the EU 
should encourage Switzerland to improve its treatment of cross-border workers;

8. Calls on the parties to organise as soon as possible an interparliamentary meeting of 
legislators from both the EU and Switzerland in order to discuss all matters related to 
this agreement;

9. Welcomes the new tax legislation that will restrict preferential tax regimes and bring 
practices closer to international standards, and hopes for a positive outcome from the 
upcoming popular vote in Switzerland; underlines the need to continue improving 
cooperation in order to fight tax avoidance and enhance tax justice.

10. Calls on Switzerland to continue its work on the Digital Switzerland strategy, aiming to
have it align with the EU Digital Single Market;

11. Takes note of the revised law on public procurement adopted in 2017 in the canton of 
Ticino that is to be compliant with the World Trade Organisation Agreement on 
Government Procurement and the relevant EU-Switzerland sectoral agreement, which 
entered into force in 2002; strongly encourages contracting authorities to treat EU 
suppliers and service providers in a non-discriminatory way, even in cases of 
procurement contracts below the threshold.
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