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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Economic and Monetary 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Emphasises that an international level playing field in a rules-based multilateral trading 
system safeguarding states’ policy-making scope is key for Europe, including European 
companies and in particular small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), as well as for 
workers and consumers; considers that it contributes to boosting sustainable economic 
development, ensuring a stable and predictable environment, pursuing enhanced 
competitiveness and reciprocity, securing and creating decent jobs in the EU and third 
countries, and ensuring high labour and environmental standards, since an increasing 
number of jobs are dependent on global value chains; stresses in this regard the 
importance of increased transparency, sustainability and corporate accountability in 
global value chains, and calls on the EU to consider, among other measures, 
establishing a legal framework for mandatory due diligence in global value chains as a 
necessary step for achieving this;

2. Invites the Commission, in the light of the growing debate, to reconcile the EU 
competition rules, industrial policy and international trade, which must go hand in hand 
with sustainability and respect for the environment; underlines the specific need for 
research funding as the basis of innovation and development for European businesses 
and as a key element for boosting trade and competitiveness;

3. Underlines that SMEs play a vital role in international trade, accounting for an 
estimated 30 % of the EU’s goods exports to the rest of the world1; considers that the 
internal market continues to be by far the most important market for SMEs; recalls that, 
in order to help SMEs cope with the greater challenges of entering new markets and 
enable them to compete on their own merits, EU trade and competition policy should 
contribute to economic diversity and an SME-friendly trade environment, and that this 
should include considering modernising the EU’s definition of SMEs, in particular by 
adding qualitative criteria; 

4. Stresses that EU competition policy should promote fair competition and reciprocal 
trading conditions in the internal market and at global level, with the further aim of 
strengthening industry’s efforts to also contribute to innovation and a just transition 
towards a climate-neutral EU economy; reiterates that EU competition rules apply to all 
actors active on the internal market; calls, therefore, for unfair trading practices to be 
addressed effectively through a more coordinated, assertive and integrative approach by 
making full use of existing and reinforced instruments in such fields as competition, 
trade, defence and procurement, and by developing new and effective policies and tools 
and tackling the effects on the internal market of distortions in international markets 
such as foreign state ownership and subsidies, in particular where EU funding is 
involved; calls for the strengthening of the anti-subsidy instrument by including a 

1 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/International_trade_in_goods_by_enterprise_size

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/International_trade_in_goods_by_enterprise_size
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subsidy control mechanism;

5 Calls on the Commission, in this context, also to consider whether it is appropriate to 
modernise or update the interpretation of targeted competition rules while not 
hampering competition on relevant markets in the EU, also reforming the state aid 
guidelines and including state subsidies and government ownership as criteria in the 
EU’s public procurement directives in order to safeguard the long-term viability of 
Europe’s industrial base and to the benefit of European consumers; welcomes, against 
this backdrop, the new Commission’s intention to strengthen the foreign direct 
investment screening mechanism as soon as sufficient experience with the present 
legislation has been collected;

6 Points out the need to reduce persisting asymmetries in international public procurement 
markets, and calls on the Commission to show ambition in opening foreign markets to 
EU companies, especially SMEs; welcomes the renewed discussions on the EU’s 
international procurement instrument (IPI), and asks for it to be adopted by 2020 in 
order to guarantee reciprocity where trade partners restrict their access to their 
procurement markets; 

7. Calls, moreover, on the Commission to further enhance global cooperation on 
competition matters, including pertinent dialogue with the US, Japan and other partners; 
calls on the Commission to ensure an international level playing field and to agree on 
common standards and procedures via bilateral trade agreements and in international 
fora such as the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), the International Labour Organisation (ILO) and the World Bank; 
asks the Commission to be active in strengthening the International Competition 
Network (ICN), and highlights the importance of effective cooperation with third-
country national competition authorities in order to increase the effectiveness of specific 
investigations; 

8 Fully supports the Commission’s efforts in the context of the ongoing reform of the 
WTO, including its Appellate Body, to update and make effectively enforceable the 
multilateral rules on subsidies or sectoral initiatives, in order to adequately address the 
issue of subsidies at international level, with particular reference to industrial subsidies, 
state-owned enterprises and forced technology transfers, and to act to counter non-
market-oriented policies and practices of third countries; calls on the Commission to 
fully involve the European Parliament and the Member States in this area;

9. Welcomes the presence of specific competition chapters in recently concluded bilateral 
trade and investment agreements, and calls on the Commission to continue negotiating 
modern, ambitious and enforceable provisions on competition and state aid in all future 
trade agreements, as part of a holistic and ambitious EU trade policy; 

10 Stresses that effective enforcement of the sustainable development provisions of trade 
agreements is important for ensuring fair competition and environmental and social 
standards; welcomes, in this perspective, the introduction of environmental and social 
criteria in the reform of anti-subsidy and anti-dumping measures; considers that the 
possible inclusion of precise, justiciable ILO core standards under WTO law could also 



AD\1196677EN.docx 5/7 PE643.140v02-00

EN

be explored in the context of the ongoing WTO reform and in order to contribute to a 
global level playing field;

11. Calls on the Commission to ensure that competition rules are compatible with a fast- 
changing global economy and best serve European consumers, workers and businesses 
by fully taking into account the impact of the digitisation of the economy on how global 
markets operate; calls on the Commission to address the impact of global e-commerce 
in terms of increasing competition within retail markets, enhancement of consumer 
choice and impact on product distribution and jobs; acknowledges that online platforms 
are key enablers of digital trade, but highlights in particular that the emergence of the 
digital economy has led to excessive concentration of markets and power; stresses the 
need to focus on key issues such as access to and portability of data, role and presence 
of platforms in the markets, and technological neutrality;

12 Welcomes, in this context, the ongoing plurilateral WTO negotiations on e-commerce, 
and calls for a comprehensive and ambitious set of rules that will address digital trade 
barriers, ensure that companies can compete worldwide in a level playing field, and 
enhance consumer trust in the online environment without detriment to European data 
protection standards; emphasises that the EU should take a leading role in these 
international negotiations, with close consultations that involve the European 
Parliament, Member States and stakeholders, including civil society;

13. Calls on the Commission to properly analyse and study the public procurement markets 
of the third countries with which it has or is negotiating a free trade agreement, in order 
to negotiate the best access conditions for European companies;

14. Calls on the Commission to coordinate the necessary action by the Directorates-General 
involved - DG Trade and DG Competence - to ensure that the competition rules and 
their implementation guarantee fair competition for European companies in third-
country markets, and vice versa;

15. Calls on the Commission to pay particular attention to the role of international standard-
setting for fair competition; insists that the EU should strengthen its multilateral 
approach to standard-setting, in particular in the context of ISO and IEC; warns against 
the nationalisation of standard-setting approaches, particularly in the context of China’s 
Belt and Road Initiative and other connectivity-enhancing strategies; calls on the 
Commission to establish a high-level coordinator for standardisation policy in this 
context;

16. Highlights the importance of incorporating a gender-based perspective both at 
multilateral and bilateral level, including gender chapters in trade agreements and 
designing gender-sensitive measures (e.g. ensuring that both ex ante and ex post impact 
assessments include the gender impact of EU trade policy and agreements), in order to 
boost competition and promote inclusive economic growth.
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