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Dear Mr Chair,

Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on International Trade has decided to 
submit an opinion to your committee. At its meeting of 24 September 2019, the committee 
decided to send the opinion in the form of a letter.

At that meeting, the Committee on International Trade considered the matter and it decided to 
call on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution.

Yours sincerely,

Bernd Lange
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SUGGESTIONS

1. Notes that the Union’s ambitious trade agenda requires sufficient resources for 
implementation; emphasises therefore that DG Trade should receive adequate funding to 
ensure the speedy negotiation and conclusion of trade agreements and proper follow-up to the 
implementation of concluded trade agreements and trade legislation, while also ensuring 
sufficient funding to enable the new Chief Trade Enforcer to perform the new function 
effectively; supports that DG TRADE receives the necessary budget allocation to implement 
the regulation on the screening of foreign direct investment from its entry into force in 
October 2020;

2. Points out that while primarily promoting mutually beneficial economic growth and 
sustainable development, inter alia by securing better market access and the creation of 
international rules on investment, trade policy is a core tool for union foreign policy that can 
help advance the EU’s values internationally, particularly respect for human rights, gender 
equality, climate protection, the rule of law, and the implementation of international labour 
standards and can help ensure the achievement of the SDGs on a global scale, while 
stimulating our trade partners to put social rights and sustainability at the heart of their 
economic policies; urges therefore that sufficient funding be provided to ensure adequate 
monitoring, interim and ex post assessments, with gender disaggregated data, as well as for 
the enforcement of commitments made by third countries;

3. Emphasises that the acceptance of the EU’s trade policy requires active engagement with 
its stakeholders and civil society; stresses therefore that more resources should be provided 
for outreach about trade policy, citizens’ dialogues, helpdesks and assistance for SMEs and 
consumers as well as domestic advisory groups, the main vehicles for achieving the effective 
participation of civil society in the enforcement and monitoring of trade sustainability 
chapters of trade agreements, which are an essential part of the trade architecture;

4. Asks that full use be made of available funds to support the internationalisation of SMEs, 
with a focus on those Member States currently lacking behind, and allow for their 
participation in trade policy decision-making;

5. Underlines the vital role played by parliaments in discussions about global trade policy; 
notes that the Parliamentary Conference of the WTO is a valuable tool in this context which 
requires adequate funding to live up to its potential; emphasises therefore that, just as in 2019, 
sufficient resources should be made available to enable the EP’s participation in the forum 
and to provide adequate infrastructure for the conference’s activities. 


