
 

AM\1079698EN.doc  PE572.871v01-00 

EN United in diversity EN 

European Parliament 
2014-2019  

 

Committee on International Trade 
 

2015/2220(INI) 

25.11.2015 

AMENDMENTS 
1 - 31 

Draft opinion 

David Borrelli 

(PE571.444v01-00) 

on the implementation and review of the EU-Central Asia Strategy 

(2015/2220(INI)) 



 

PE572.871v01-00 2/18 AM\1079698EN.doc 

EN 

 

AM_Com_NonLegOpinion 



 

AM\1079698EN.doc 3/18 PE572.871v01-00 

 EN 

 

Amendment  1 

Gabrielius Landsbergis 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Recognises the importance of the 

Central Asian region for strategic relations 

with the EU and insists on the 

strengthening of trade ties and exchanges 

between the two regions; calls for the EU’s 

role in the region to be more proactive in 

response to the growing regional influence 

of Russia and China; 

1. Recognises the importance of the 

Central Asian region for strategic relations 

with the EU and insists on the 

strengthening of trade ties and exchanges 

between the two regions; points out that 

the EU is the second largest trading 

partner for the Central Asian countries; 
calls for the EU’s role in the region as a 

promoter of free trade, open and 

diversified market economies, WTO 

standards and principles of the 

international trade and to be more 

proactive in response to the growing 

regional influence of Russia and China; 

welcomes efforts to explore possibilities 

for cooperation with China on the Central 

Asia region with regard to development of 

the Silk Road Economic Belt initiative; 

calls on exploring possibilities for closer 

cooperation with the US on the economic 

initiatives in Central Asia; 

Or. en 

 

 

Amendment  2 

David Borrelli, Tiziana Beghin 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Recognises the importance of the 

Central Asian region for strategic relations 

with the EU and insists on the 

1. Recognises the importance of closer 

strategic relations between the Central 

Asian region and the EU and insists on the 
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strengthening of trade ties and exchanges 

between the two regions; calls for the EU’s 

role in the region to be more proactive in 

response to the growing regional influence 

of Russia and China; 

strengthening of trade ties and exchanges 

between the two regions; calls for the EU’s 

role in the region to be more proactive 

than in the past in response to the growing 

regional influence of Russia and China; 

Or. it 

 

 

Amendment  3 

Klaus Buchner 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Recognises the importance of the 

Central Asian region for strategic relations 

with the EU and insists on the 

strengthening of trade ties and exchanges 

between the two regions; calls for the EU’s 

role in the region to be more proactive in 

response to the growing regional influence 

of Russia and China; 

1. Recognises the importance of the 

Central Asian region for strategic relations 

with the EU and insists on the 

strengthening of trade ties and exchanges 

between the two regions on the basis of 

common values as enshrined in the 

bilateral Partnership and Cooperation 

Agreements (PCAs); calls for the EU's role 

in the region to be more proactive in 

response to the growing regional influence 

of Russia and China; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  4 

Klaus Buchner 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Welcomes the conclusion of the EPCA 

with Kazakhstan, and calls on the 

Commission to step up negotiations with 

other countries in the region; reiterates its 

position that progress in the negotiations 

depends on the progress made in political 

2. Notes the conclusion of the EPCA with 

Kazakhstan, and calls on the Commission 

to step up bilateral relations with other 

countries in the region; reiterates its 

position that progress in the negotiations 

depends on the progress made in political 
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reform; believes that WTO membership 

also makes an important contribution in 

this respect, and calls on Uzbekistan and 

Turkmenistan to follow the example of 

the other Central Asian states; 

reform, the respect of human rights and 

the rule of law; believes that WTO 

membership also makes an important 

contribution in this respect as well as ILO 

and other UN agencies; recalls that the 

economy of these countries is heavily 

dependent on natural resources and that 

export duties are in principle WTO-

compatible and an important source of 

fiscal revenues; 

Or. en 

 

 

 

Amendment  5 

Maria Arena 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Welcomes the conclusion of the EPCA 

with Kazakhstan, and calls on the 

Commission to step up negotiations with 

other countries in the region; reiterates its 

position that progress in the negotiations 

depends on the progress made in political 

reform; believes that WTO membership 

also makes an important contribution in 

this respect, and calls on Uzbekistan and 

Turkmenistan to follow the example of 

the other Central Asian states; 

2. Welcomes the conclusion of the EPCA 

with Kazakhstan, and calls on the 

Commission to step up negotiations with 

other countries in the region; insists on the 

importance to have a comprehensive 

approach with a strong political and 

human rights dialogue beside the 

strengthening of commercial and 

economic relations; reiterates its position 

that progress in the negotiations depends 

on the progress made in political reform; 

believes that WTO membership also makes 

an important contribution in this respect as 

well as ILO and other UN agencies; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  6 

Klaus Buchner 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 a (new) 
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Draft opinion Amendment 

 2a. Is concerned that the human and 

fundamental rights situation in 

Kazakhstan has continuously deteriorated 

after the conclusion of the Enhanced 

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement 

in October 2014, while in the meantime 

the EU has upgraded its economic 

relation with the country; calls on the 

Commission to further monitor the 

situation and initiate appropriate 

measures; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  7 

Gabrielius Landsbergis 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 a (new) 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

 2a. Notes the positive efforts of 

Kazakhstan in eliminating bureaucratic 

burdens and improving regulatory 

framework for businesses, which is now 

in the 41st global ranking position in the 

World Bank Doing Business Index; calls 

on all Central Asian countries to step up 

their efforts in this regard to improve 

business climate and eliminate barriers to 

cross-border trade; points out that 

corruption remains one of the biggest 

impediments for foreign investment in the 

region; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  8 

David Borrelli, Tiziana Beghin 
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Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 a (new) 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

 2a. Urges the Commission to forge closer 

political and diplomatic ties with 

Turkmenistan, and hopes that the PCA 

can be speedily concluded and an EU 

delegation office opened in Ashgabat; 

Or. it 

 

 

Amendment  9 

Klaus Buchner 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Recognises that Central Asia is a 

strategic partner for the EU in its attempts 

to diversify the sources of its energy supply 

and ensure energy security; believes that 

the future EU-Central Asia strategy must 

have a wider vision in the energy field, 

which should also extend to countries like 

Azerbaijan and Iran; 

3. Recognises that Central Asia is a 

strategic partner for the EU in its attempts 

to diversify the sources of its energy supply 

and ensure energy security while 

remaining committed to the 

decarbonisation of the EU economy; 

believes that the future EU-Central Asia 

strategy must have a wider vision beyond 

the energy field, with a view to reducing 

export dependency on fossil fuels and 

other natural resources and enhancing 

the diversification of the economy, which 

may also extend to countries like 

Azerbaijan and Iran; 

Or. en 

 

 

Amendment  10 

Maria Arena 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 
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Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Recognises that Central Asia is a 

strategic partner for the EU in its attempts 

to diversify the sources of its energy supply 

and ensure energy security; believes that 

the future EU-Central Asia strategy must 

have a wider vision in the energy field, 

which should also extend to countries like 

Azerbaijan and Iran; 

3. Recognises that Central Asia is a 

strategic partner for the EU in its attempts 

to diversify the sources of its energy supply 

and ensure energy security; believes that 

the future EU-Central Asia strategy must 

have a wider vision in the energy field in 

compliance with European commitments 

in sustainable development, which should 

also extend to countries like Azerbaijan 

and Iran; 

Or. en 

 

 

Amendment  11 

Daniel Caspary 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Recognises that Central Asia is a 

strategic partner for the EU in its attempts 

to diversify the sources of its energy supply 

and ensure energy security; believes that 

the future EU-Central Asia strategy must 

have a wider vision in the energy field, 

which should also extend to countries like 

Azerbaijan and Iran; 

3. Emphasises that Central Asia is a 

strategic partner for the EU in its attempts 

to diversify the sources of its energy supply 

and ensure energy security; believes that 

the future EU-Central Asia strategy must 

have a wider vision in the energy field, 

which should also extend to countries like 

Azerbaijan and Iran; 

Or. de 

 

Amendment  12 

Miroslav Poche 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Recognises that Central Asia is a 3. Recognises that Central Asia is a 
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strategic partner for the EU in its attempts 

to diversify the sources of its energy supply 

and ensure energy security; believes that 

the future EU-Central Asia strategy must 

have a wider vision in the energy field, 

which should also extend to countries like 

Azerbaijan and Iran; 

strategic partner for the EU in its attempts 

to diversify the sources of its energy supply 

and ensure energy security; believes that 

the future EU-Central Asia strategy must 

have a wider vision in the energy field, 

which should also extend to countries like 

Azerbaijan and Iran; stresses that the EU 

should contribute to solving the disputes 

over the Caspian Sea in order to tap its 

energy potential and facilitate the 

construction of new energy infrastructure 

connecting the Central Asia with other 

regions;  

Or. en 

 

Amendment  13 

David Borrelli, Tiziana Beghin 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Recognises that Central Asia is a 

strategic partner for the EU in its attempts 

to diversify the sources of its energy supply 

and ensure energy security; believes that 

the future EU-Central Asia strategy must 

have a wider vision in the energy field, 

which should also extend to countries like 

Azerbaijan and Iran; 

3. Recognises that Central Asia is a 

strategic partner for the EU in its attempts 

to diversify the sources of its energy supply 

and ensure energy security; believes that 

the future EU-Central Asia strategy must 

have a wider vision in the energy field, 

which should also extend to countries like 

Azerbaijan and Iran and, in the long term, 

Mongolia; 

Or. it 

 

Amendment  14 

Gabrielius Landsbergis 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 a (new) 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

 3a. Strongly believes that trade can be an 
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effective tool for promoting sustainable 

development and environmental 

governance; supports increasing EU 

support for development of renewable 

energy, energy efficiency and resource 

management in the Central Asian 

countries and encouraging cross-border 

cooperation among them, as a basis of 

sustainable development of the region; 

Or. en 

 

 

Amendment  15 

Miroslav Poche 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Believes that the economic 

diversification of the region provides added 

value in terms of regional development, 

stability and security; considers it essential 

to modernise infrastructure, transport and 

interconnections, particularly in rural 

areas; 

4. Believes that the economic 

diversification of the region provides added 

value in terms of regional development, 

stability and security; considers it essential 

to modernise and develop domestic 

transport and energy infrastructure, 

especially in rural areas, improve the 

access to high-speed internet and 

facilitate the development of interregional 

connectivity; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  16 

David Borrelli, Tiziana Beghin 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Believes that the economic 

diversification of the region provides added 

value in terms of regional development, 

4. Believes that the economic 

diversification of the region provides added 

value in terms of regional development, 
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stability and security; considers it essential 

to modernise infrastructure, transport and 

interconnections, particularly in rural areas; 

stability and security; considers it essential 

to modernise infrastructure, transport and 

interconnections, particularly in rural areas; 

takes the view that environmental 

rehabilitation and sustainable 

development have equal priority in the 

context of the development of the region 

and are also important aspects of 

cooperation with the European Union; 

Or. it 

 

 

Amendment  17 

Maria Arena 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Believes that the economic 

diversification of the region provides added 

value in terms of regional development, 

stability and security; considers it essential 

to modernise infrastructure, transport and 

interconnections, particularly in rural areas; 

4. Believes that the economic 

diversification of the region provides added 

value in terms of regional development, 

stability and security; considers it essential 

to modernise infrastructure, transport and 

interconnections, particularly in rural areas, 

taking into account social, economic and 

environment balance; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  18 

Gabrielius Landsbergis 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 a (new) 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

 4a. Points out that there is a significant 

lack of highly-skilled, professional 

workforce which affects the 

competitiveness and economic 

development of the region and limits 
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possibilities for foreign investment; calls, 

therefore, on the Commission and 

Member States to put more emphasis on 

support for higher education reforms, 

coupling of education with labour market, 

vocational training, student exchanges, 

scholarships, training and sharing of 

know-how, with the focus on younger 

generation; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  19 

David Borrelli, Tiziana Beghin 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 a (new) 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

 4a. Welcomes Kyrgyzstan’s request for 

application of the GSP+ arrangements 

and hopes that Tajikistan and Uzbekistan 

will follow its example;  

Or. it 

 

 

Amendment  20 

Klaus Buchner 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Calls for continued efforts to support the 

modernisation of the economy of these 

countries and to help them create a 

favourable environment for foreign 

investment by strengthening the rule of 

law, reducing bureaucratic burdens and 

administrative interference in enterprises, 

reforming the judicial system to ensure the 

protection of foreign investment, and 

5. Calls for continued efforts to support the 

modernisation of the economy of these 

countries and to set up a reliable and 

independent human rights monitoring 

mechanism in order to more objectively 

take into account the possible activation 

of the suspension clauses as well as 

facilitating a favourable environment for 

foreign investment by strengthening the 
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fighting corruption; rule of law, the respect for human, 

fundamental as well as minority rights, 
reducing bureaucratic burdens and 

administrative interference in enterprises, 

reforming the judicial system to ensure the 

protection of property rights and foreign 

investment, and fighting corruption; 

Or. en 

 

 

Amendment  21 

Maria Arena 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Calls for continued efforts to support the 

modernisation of the economy of these 

countries and to help them create a 

favourable environment for foreign 

investment by strengthening the rule of 

law, reducing bureaucratic burdens and 

administrative interference in enterprises, 

reforming the judicial system to ensure the 

protection of foreign investment, and 

fighting corruption; 

5. Calls for continued efforts to support the 

modernisation of the economy of these 

countries and to help them create a 

favourable environment for foreign 

investment by strengthening the rule of 

law, reducing bureaucratic burdens and 

administrative interference in enterprises, 

reforming the judicial system for fighting 

corruption, ensuring protection of the 

people and of foreign investments; 

Or. en 

 

 

Amendment  22 

Daniel Caspary 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Calls for continued efforts to support the 

modernisation of the economy of these 

countries and to help them create a 

favourable environment for foreign 

5. Calls for continued efforts to support the 

modernisation of the economy of these 

countries and to help them create a 

favourable environment for foreign 
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investment by strengthening the rule of 

law, reducing bureaucratic burdens and 

administrative interference in enterprises, 

reforming the judicial system to ensure the 

protection of foreign investment, and 

fighting corruption; 

investment by strengthening the rule of 

law, reducing bureaucratic burdens and 

administrative interference in enterprises, 

reforming the judicial system to ensure the 

comprehensive protection of foreign 

investment, and fighting corruption 

effectively and sustainably; 

Or. de 

 

Amendment  23 

Gabrielius Landsbergis 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Calls for continued efforts to support the 

modernisation of the economy of these 

countries and to help them create a 

favourable environment for foreign 

investment by strengthening the rule of 

law, reducing bureaucratic burdens and 

administrative interference in enterprises, 

reforming the judicial system to ensure the 

protection of foreign investment, and 

fighting corruption; 

5. Calls for continued efforts to support the 

modernisation and diversification of the 

economy of these countries and to help 

them create a favourable environment for 

foreign investment by strengthening the 

rule of law, reducing bureaucratic burdens 

and administrative interference in 

enterprises, reforming the judicial system 

to ensure the protection of foreign 

investment, and fighting corruption; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  24 

David Borrelli, Tiziana Beghin 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Calls for continued efforts to support the 

modernisation of the economy of these 

countries and to help them create a 

favourable environment for foreign 

investment by strengthening the rule of 

law, reducing bureaucratic burdens and 

5. Calls for continued efforts to support the 

modernisation of the economy of these 

countries and to help them create a 

favourable environment for foreign 

investment by strengthening the rule of 

law, reducing bureaucratic burdens and 
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administrative interference in enterprises, 

reforming the judicial system to ensure the 

protection of foreign investment, and 

fighting corruption; 

administrative interference in enterprises, 

reforming the judicial system to ensure the 

protection of foreign investment, fighting 

corruption and providing training; 

Or. it 

 

Amendment  25 

David Borrelli, Tiziana Beghin 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 a (new) 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

 5a. Welcomes the increase in 

macrofinancial assistance, and calls for 

this instrument to be employed on the 

basis of stringent cost-benefit criteria and 

detailed impact assessments which focus 

on spillover effects; 

Or. it 

 

Amendment  26 

Gabrielius Landsbergis 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 a (new) 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

 5a. Following the findings of the OECD, 

recognises the particular importance of 

FDI-SME business linkage programmes 

(BLPs) as a tool for diversification and 

maximising the spill-over effect of 

investments, enabling Central Asian 

countries to tie FDI more closely with 

their domestic economies, enhancing their 

competitiveness while gaining access to 

international markets, finance, 

technology and management skills; in this 

regard, calls upon the governments of 

Central Asian states to initiate these 
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programmes and to increase the 

involvement of stakeholders in already 

existing BLPs; points out that in order to 

ensure that local production meets 

international quality standards, 

complementary measures such as offering 

training programmes that help SMEs 

upgrade the skills of their staff or aiding 

SMEs in embracing internationally-

recognised quality standards, need to be 

put in place; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  27 

David Borrelli, Tiziana Beghin 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Believes that the EU should continue to 

promote regional integration and 

confidence-building policies, but also 

reward positive steps made by individual 

Central Asian states or groups of countries 

through increased cooperation. 

6. Believes that the EU, working with the 

Member States, should continue to 

promote specific regional integration and 

confidence-building policies, but also 

reward positive steps made by individual 

Central Asian states or groups of countries 

through increased cooperation. takes that 

view that EU measures should be geared 

to the needs and specific characteristics of 

each country; emphasises the need to 

deepen political dialogue and foster 

confidence-building measures among the 

countries in the region; 

Or. it 

 

Amendment  28 

Klaus Buchner 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 a (new) 
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Draft opinion Amendment 

 6a. Recognises that the cooperation of 

Uzbekistan with the International Labour 

Organisation on the subject of cotton 

harvesting is continuing on an 

encouraging path and that progress on 

the issue of systematic child labour is 

being made; notes, however, that the 

situation of forced labour and the 

intimidation and coercion of non-

governmental human and labour rights 

groups during the monitoring of the 2015 

cotton harvest needs to be improved; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  29 

David Borrelli, Tiziana Beghin 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 a (new) 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

 6a. Emphasises that education and 

vocational training, like investment and 

economic development, are fundamental 

to social and democratic progress in the 

countries of Central Asia and among their 

citizens; takes the view that cooperation 

with Europe in that area must be based on 

a targeted, proven instrument, such as 

Erasmus+; 

Or. it 

 

Amendment  30 

Gabrielius Landsbergis 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 a (new) 
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Draft opinion Amendment 

 6a. Taking into consideration the 

highlights of the Strategy progress 

reports, emphasises the importance of 

Member States' involvement in the 

implementation of EU assistance in order 

to bring higher impact and results. 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  31 

Klaus Buchner 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 b (new) 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

 6b. Recalls that the Parliament decided 

not to consider its consent to the Protocol 

to the PCA extending the provisions of the 

Agreement to bilateral trade in textiles, 

until it is confirmed that concrete reforms 

have been implemented and yielded 

substantial results in such a way that also 

the practice of forced labour, additionally 

to child labour, is effectively in the 

progress of being eradicated in 

Uzbekistan; 

Or. en 

 

 


