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Amendment   1 

Dita Charanzová 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Recalls that energy is a basic 

human good and that the EU must 

combat energy poverty; 

deleted 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   2 

Seán Kelly 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Recalls that energy is a basic 

human good and that the EU must combat 

energy poverty; 

1. Considers that all EU citizens must 

have access to a secure and affordable 

supply of energy; in this 

regard, highlights current developments 

in global LNG markets, where an 

oversupply has led to lower prices, 

presenting an opportunity to deliver lower 

energy costs for EU consumers through 

relatively cheaper gas supplies; considers 

that increased efforts to share best 

practices between Member States at EU 

level would be a welcome step to combat 

energy poverty; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   3 

Notis Marias 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 
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Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Recalls that energy is a basic 

human good and that the EU must combat 

energy poverty; 

1. Recalls that energy is a basic 

human good and that the EU must combat 

energy poverty; calls on the EU, as part of 

its energy strategy, to give priority to 

eliminating energy poverty and set clear 

and measurable targets to this end; 

Or. el 

 

Amendment   4 

Jan Zahradil 

on behalf of the ECR Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Recalls that energy is a basic 

human good and that the EU must combat 

energy poverty; 

1. Recalls that energy is essential for 

economic activity and industrial 

competitiveness and that any EU energy 

policy secure as first principles the need to 

ensure stable, secure and predictable 

access to energy for all; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   5 

Daniel Caspary 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Recalls that energy is a basic 

human good and that the EU must combat 

energy poverty; 

1. Recalls that energy is a basic 

human good and that the EU must combat 

energy poverty; stresses that safe, 

affordable and sustainable energy is a key 

driving force in the European economy; 

Or. de 
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Amendment   6 

Costas Mavrides 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Recalls that energy is a basic 

human good and that the EU must combat 

energy poverty; 

1. Recalls that energy is a basic 

human good and that the EU must ensure 

equal access to affordable energy for all 

and to combat energy poverty; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   7 

David Borrelli, Tiziana Beghin 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Stresses that trade plays a key role 

in energy security, and that strong energy 

partnerships, reinforced by the inclusion of 

energy chapters in the EU’s trade 

agreements, are essential tools; considers it 

to be of key importance that the EU’s trade 

agreements enhance the EU’s energy 

diversification and reduce its dependence 

on imported energy from too few suppliers; 

2. Stresses that trade plays a key role 

in energy security, and that strong energy 

partnerships, reinforced by the inclusion of 

energy chapters in the EU’s trade 

agreements, are essential tools; considers it 

to be of key importance that the EU’s trade 

policies enhance the EU’s energy 

diversification and reduce its dependence 

on imported energy from too few suppliers; 

recalls that diversification of suppliers 

should be taken into consideration in 

trade negotiations regarding LNG; 

stresses that the European Union should 

explore new partnerships, reviewing the 

existing ones and developing specific 

energy talks with other partners; 

underlines the need to increase 

transparency in the international 

negotiations regarding LNG; 

Or. en 
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Amendment   8 

Jan Zahradil 

on behalf of the ECR Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Stresses that trade plays a key role 

in energy security, and that strong energy 

partnerships, reinforced by the inclusion of 

energy chapters in the EU’s trade 

agreements, are essential tools; considers it 

to be of key importance that the EU’s trade 

agreements enhance the EU’s energy 

diversification and reduce its dependence 

on imported energy from too few suppliers; 

2. Stresses that trade plays a key role 

in energy security, and that strong energy 

partnerships, reinforced by the inclusion of 

energy chapters in the EU’s trade 

agreements, are essential tools; considers it 

to be of key importance that the EU’s trade 

agreements enhance the EU’s energy 

diversification and reduce its dependence 

on imported energy from too few suppliers 

by creating new market access 

opportunities in energy resources and 

products both via established long term 

partners and with new and prospective 

countries in areas such as, but not limited 

to, Central Asia, North Africa and the 

Americas; calls for greater coherence 

between the EU’s trade and energy 

policies; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   9 

Costas Mavrides 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Stresses that trade plays a key role 

in energy security, and that strong energy 

partnerships, reinforced by the inclusion of 

energy chapters in the EU’s trade 

agreements, are essential tools; considers it 

to be of key importance that the EU’s trade 

2. Stresses that trade plays a key role 

in energy security, and that strong energy 

partnerships, reinforced by the inclusion of 

energy chapters in the EU’s trade 

agreements, are essential tools; underlines 

the need for coherence between the EU’s 
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agreements enhance the EU’s energy 

diversification and reduce its dependence 

on imported energy from too few suppliers; 

trade policy and the principles of EU 

energy policy; considers it to be of key 

importance that the EU’s trade agreements 

enhance the EU’s energy diversification 

and reduce its dependence on imported 

energy from too few suppliers; notes that 

EU should play a more proactive role in 

the international energy diplomacy arena; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   10 

Dita Charanzová 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Stresses that trade plays a key role 

in energy security, and that strong energy 

partnerships, reinforced by the inclusion of 

energy chapters in the EU’s trade 

agreements, are essential tools; considers it 

to be of key importance that the EU’s trade 

agreements enhance the EU’s energy 

diversification and reduce its dependence 

on imported energy from too few suppliers; 

2. Stresses that trade plays a key role 

in energy security, and that strong energy 

partnerships, reinforced by the inclusion of 

energy chapters in the EU’s trade 

agreements, are essential tools; considers it 

to be of key importance that the EU’s trade 

agreements enhance the EU’s energy 

diversification and reduce its dependence 

on imported energy from too few suppliers; 

believes the current and future 

negotiations with partners such as the 

USA and Australia should include a 

strong energy component; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   11 

Klaus Buchner 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Stresses that trade plays a key role 2. Stresses that trade plays an 
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in energy security, and that strong energy 

partnerships, reinforced by the inclusion 

of energy chapters in the EU’s trade 

agreements, are essential tools; considers it 

to be of key importance that the EU’s trade 

agreements enhance the EU’s energy 

diversification and reduce its dependence 

on imported energy from too few suppliers; 

important role in energy security, and that 

strong energy partnerships are essential 

tools; considers it to be of key importance 

that the EU’s trade policy enhances the 

EU’s energy diversification and reduces its 

dependence on imported energy from too 

few suppliers; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   12 

Jan Zahradil 

on behalf of the ECR Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Stresses that trade plays a key role 

in energy security, and that strong energy 

partnerships, reinforced by the inclusion of 

energy chapters in the EU’s trade 

agreements, are essential tools; considers it 

to be of key importance that the EU’s trade 

agreements enhance the EU’s energy 

diversification and reduce its dependence 

on imported energy from too few suppliers; 

2. Stresses that trade plays a key role 

in energy security, and that strong energy 

partnerships, reinforced by the inclusion of 

energy chapters in the EU’s trade 

agreements, are essential tools; considers it 

to be of key importance that the EU’s trade 

agreements enhance the EU Member 

States’ energy diversification and reduce 

their dependence on imported energy from 

too few suppliers; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   13 

Notis Marias 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Stresses that trade plays a key role 

in energy security, and that strong energy 

partnerships, reinforced by the inclusion of 

2. Stresses that trade plays a key role 

in energy security, and that strong energy 

partnerships, reinforced by the inclusion of 
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energy chapters in the EU’s trade 

agreements, are essential tools; considers it 

to be of key importance that the EU’s trade 

agreements enhance the EU’s energy 

diversification and reduce its dependence 

on imported energy from too few 

suppliers; 

energy chapters in the EU’s trade 

agreements, are essential tools; considers it 

to be of key importance that the EU’s trade 

agreements enhance Member States' 

energy security but also respect for the 

environment; 

Or. el 

 

Amendment   14 

Costas Mavrides 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 – subparagraph 1 (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 Underlines that EU should collaborate 

closely with international partners 

towards competitive and transparent 

global LNG market; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   15 

Costas Mavrides 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 – point 1 (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 (1) Points out that EU is the second 

largest importer of liquefied natural gas 

(LNG) in the world; underlines that LNG 

and gas storage are essential in reducing 

dependence on a single energy supplier 

and in achieving energy diversification 

and enhancing energy security; stresses 

the urgent need for the EU to actively 

pursue the development of its indigenous 

energy sources, including the natural gas 

deposits in the Cyprus EEZ, and to 
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support an LNG liquefaction terminal in 

Cyprus, which will also give the 

opportunity to exploit significant deposits 

from neighbouring areas (Egypt, Israel, 

Lebanon), thus contributing to peace and 

prosperity in the region; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   16 

Seán Kelly 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 2a. Stresses that security of gas supply 

at Member State level will be enhanced 

through increased diversification of 

supplies, which can be achieved through 

international LNG trade and improving 

cross-border flows; Stresses that Member 

States should seek to diversify supply as a 

matter of priority where dependency on 

single supply points occur; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   17 

Dita Charanzová 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 2a. Points out that while trade 

contributes to development of gas market 

on global level, it should focus, among 

others, on priorities such as building of 

relevant infrastructure, including storage, 

and liquefaction capacity in order to 

enhance security of supply and mitigate 
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risks of dependence on single or few 

sources; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   18 

Seán Kelly 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 2b. Considers that through its 

emergence as an important market, the 

EU can contribute to the evolution of gas 

trading rules to improve flexibility and the 

convergence of global gas markets; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   19 

Seán Kelly 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 c (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 2c. Believes that work on an EU LNG 

and Storage Strategy should go hand-in-

hand with work on the Commission 

Proposal for a Regulation of the 

European Parliament and of the Council 

concerning measures to safeguard the 

security of gas supply and repealing 

Regulation (EU) No 994/2010 released in 

February 2016, as LNG and Storage can 

provide much need solutions in the event 

of a gas supply crisis; 

Or. en 
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Amendment   20 

Seán Kelly 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 d (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 2d. Stresses that the global LNG 

market presents a significant opportunity 

to reduce energy dependence where 

Member States are heavily dependent on 

single suppliers; points to the example of 

Poland, where the new LNG terminal will 

greatly diversify supply options by 

delivering 4.9 bcm per year - the 

equivalent of one-third of Poland’s 

annual consumption - and cutting 

dependence on piped imports from Russia 

by half; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   21 

David Borrelli, Tiziana Beghin 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Recalls that in order to meet the 

current challenges and implement its 

energy and climate change objectives in 

the context of global constraints in those 

policy fields, the EU and its Member States 

must, on the basis of existing legal 

frameworks, also take common action on 

the international stage by raising energy 

security and sustainability issues in 

international trade forums; 

3. Recalls that in order to meet the 

current challenges and implement its 

energy and climate change objectives in 

the context of global constraints in those 

policy fields, the EU and its Member States 

must, on the basis of existing legal 

frameworks, also take common action on 

the international stage by raising energy 

security and sustainability issues in 

international trade forums; at the same 

time, the European Union should support 

and promote energy efficiency in order to 

reduce the need of LNG imports; 

Or. en 
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Amendment   22 

Dita Charanzová 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Recalls that in order to meet the 

current challenges and implement its 

energy and climate change objectives in 

the context of global constraints in those 

policy fields, the EU and its Member States 

must, on the basis of existing legal 

frameworks, also take common action on 

the international stage by raising energy 

security and sustainability issues in 

international trade forums; 

3. Recalls that in order to meet the 

current challenges and implement its 

energy and climate change objectives in 

the context of global constraints in those 

policy fields, the EU and its Member States 

must, on the basis of existing legal 

frameworks, also take common action on 

the international stage by raising energy 

security and sustainability issues in 

international trade forums, including with 

partner countries dependent on gas 

imports; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   23 

Klaus Buchner 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Recalls that in order to meet the 

current challenges and implement its 

energy and climate change objectives in 

the context of global constraints in those 

policy fields, the EU and its Member States 

must, on the basis of existing legal 

frameworks, also take common action on 

the international stage by raising energy 

security and sustainability issues in 

international trade forums; 

3. Recalls that in order to implement 

its energy and climate change objectives in 

the context of global constraints in those 

policy fields, the EU and its Member States 

must, on the basis of existing multilateral 

conventions and legal frameworks, also 

take common action on the international 

stage by raising energy security and 

sustainability issues in international trade 

forums; 

Or. en 
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Amendment   24 

David Borrelli, Tiziana Beghin 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Stresses the need to ensure the 

highest environmental standards in the 

planning, construction and use of liquefied 

natural gas (LNG); 

4. Considering the current 

infrastructures, it should be avoided the 

construction of new ones preferring to 

increase the efficiency of the existing 

infrastructures; stresses the need to ensure 

the highest environmental standards in the 

planning, construction and use of liquefied 

natural gas (LNG); recalls the need to 

involve the local communities and to rely 

on realistic assessments in any case of 

construction or planning of new 

infrastructures; highlights that many 

assessments and estimates about the 

future consumption of LNG have been 

greatly exaggerated, as also noted by the 

European Court of Auditors; asks 

therefore the Institutions to assess the 

methodologies used in order to evaluate in 

a realistic way the issue of LNG; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   25 

Klaus Buchner 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Stresses the need to ensure the 

highest environmental standards in the 

planning, construction and use of liquefied 

natural gas (LNG); 

4. Stresses the need to ensure the 

highest environmental standards in the 

planning, construction and use of liquefied 

natural gas (LNG); underlines the 

necessity of raising awareness to 

environmental, climate and social impacts 
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of imported LNG; asks the Commission in 

this context to require foreign gas 

suppliers that their production conditions 

must meet standards required for 

production in the EU, and to allow 

Member States to refuse LNG that has 

been produced under conditions 

infringing their respective national 

standards; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   26 

Notis Marias 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Stresses the need to ensure the 

highest environmental standards in the 

planning, construction and use of liquefied 

natural gas (LNG); 

4. Stresses the need to ensure the 

highest environmental standards in the 

planning, construction and use of liquefied 

natural gas (LNG); emphasises the 

potential offered by the transition to LNG 

for ending the dependence of maritime 

transport on coal; urges the European 

Union to provide financial support for 

European projects for this purpose; 

Or. el 

 

Amendment   27 

Costas Mavrides 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Stresses the need to ensure the 

highest environmental standards in the 

planning, construction and use of liquefied 

natural gas (LNG); 

4. Stresses the need to ensure that 

LNG exporting countries apply proper 
environmental standards in the planning, 

construction and use of liquefied natural 
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gas (LNG) as well as respect the 

international labour standards on 

occupational health and safety 

regulations; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   28 

Jan Zahradil 

on behalf of the ECR Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Stresses the need to ensure the 

highest environmental standards in the 

planning, construction and use of liquefied 

natural gas (LNG); 

4. Stresses the need to ensure the 

highest environmental standards in the 

planning, construction and use of liquefied 

natural gas (LNG) as well as in the 

exploitation of indigenous reserves and 

sources; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   29 

Daniel Caspary 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Stresses the need to ensure the 

highest environmental standards in the 

planning, construction and use of liquefied 

natural gas (LNG); 

4. Stresses the need to ensure a high 

level of environmental protection in the 

planning, construction and use of liquefied 

natural gas (LNG); 

Or. de 

 

Amendment   30 

Klaus Buchner 
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Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Recalls that in order to promote the 

transition towards a low-carbon society, we 

need to reduce our dependence on fossil 

fuels; 

5. Recalls that in order to promote the 

transition towards a low-carbon society, we 

need to reduce our dependence on fossil 

fuels; highlights that the existing 

technologies converting solar- and wind-

generated power into ‘artificial natural 

gas’ are cost-efficient methods to further 

this transition without building additional 

infrastructure in light of vast storage 

facilities, gas transport networks and 

modern gas power plants already in 

existence; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   31 

Seán Kelly 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Recalls that in order to promote the 

transition towards a low-carbon society, we 

need to reduce our dependence on fossil 

fuels; 

5. Recalls that in order to promote the 

transition towards a low-carbon society, we 

need to reduce our dependence on fossil 

fuels in the longer term and transition 

from coal-fired electricity generation to 

gas-fired generation in the medium term; 

notes that low gas prices in 2015 saw the 

competitiveness of gas-fired generation 

increase compared to coal; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   32 

Jan Zahradil 

on behalf of the ECR Group 
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Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Recalls that in order to promote the 

transition towards a low-carbon society, we 

need to reduce our dependence on fossil 

fuels; 

5. Recalls that in order to promote the 

transition towards a low-carbon society, we 

need to reduce our dependence on fossil 

fuels, but underlines that in the short to 

medium term citizens and businesses of 

EU Member States will continue largely 

to rely on traditional elements in the 

energy mix; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   33 

David Borrelli, Tiziana Beghin 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Recalls that in order to promote the 

transition towards a low-carbon society, we 

need to reduce our dependence on fossil 

fuels; 

5. Recalls that in order to promote the 

transition towards a low-carbon society, we 

need to reduce drastically our dependence 

on fossil fuels and to focus more resources 

and investments on renewable energies; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   34 

Notis Marias 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Recalls that in order to promote the 

transition towards a low-carbon society, we 

need to reduce our dependence on fossil 

5. Recalls that in order to promote the 

transition towards a low-carbon society, we 

need to reduce our dependence on fossil 
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fuels; fuels and above all on oil; 

Or. el 

 

Amendment   35 

Jan Zahradil 

on behalf of the ECR Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Recalls that in order to promote the 

transition towards a low-carbon society, we 

need to reduce our dependence on fossil 

fuels; 

5. Recalls that in order to promote the 

transition towards a low-carbon 

society, EU Member States’ need to 

reduce their dependence on fossil fuels; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   36 

Seán Kelly 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 5a. Considers gas to be the transition 

fuel in the switch from an energy system 

based on fossil fuels to a system that is 

based on renewable energy, which must 

be the long term goal in efforts to mitigate 

the effects of Climate Change; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   37 

Inmaculada Rodríguez-Piñero Fernández 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 a (new) 
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Draft opinion Amendment 

 5a. Highlights LNG’s potential as an 

alternative to the use of more polluting 

conventional fuels in transport; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment   38 

David Borrelli, Tiziana Beghin 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Points out that it is estimated that 

gas imports to the EU will rise until 2030, 

even if gas demand within the EU 

simultaneously stays stagnant or declines; 

stresses that moderating energy demand 

and promoting renewable and local energy 

sources are among the most effective tools 

for reducing dependence on external 

energy; recalls that the EU has significant 

LNG import excess capacity overall, but 

that this capacity is not evenly distributed 

in geographical terms; 

6. Points out that it is estimated that 

gas imports to the EU will rise until 2030, 

even if gas demand within the EU 

simultaneously stays stagnant or declines; 

stresses that moderating energy demand 

and promoting energy efficiency, 

renewable and local energy sources are 

among the most effective tools for 

reducing dependence on external energy; 

recalls that the EU has significant LNG 

import excess capacity overall, but that this 

capacity is not evenly distributed in 

geographical terms; recalls that the 

existing terminals and storage capacity in 

the European Union is overabundant; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   39 

Seán Kelly 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Points out that it is estimated that 

gas imports to the EU will rise until 2030, 

6. Points out that it is estimated that 

gas imports to the EU will rise until 2030, 
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even if gas demand within the EU 

simultaneously stays stagnant or declines; 

stresses that moderating energy demand 

and promoting renewable and local energy 

sources are among the most effective tools 

for reducing dependence on external 

energy; recalls that the EU has significant 

LNG import excess capacity overall, but 

that this capacity is not evenly distributed 

in geographical terms; 

even if gas demand within the EU 

simultaneously stays stagnant or declines; 

stresses that moderating energy demand 

and promoting renewable and local energy 

sources are among the most effective tools 

for reducing dependence on external 

energy; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   40 

Notis Marias 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Points out that it is estimated that 

gas imports to the EU will rise until 2030, 

even if gas demand within the EU 

simultaneously stays stagnant or declines; 

stresses that moderating energy demand 

and promoting renewable and local energy 

sources are among the most effective tools 

for reducing dependence on external 

energy; recalls that the EU has significant 

LNG import excess capacity overall, but 

that this capacity is not evenly distributed 

in geographical terms; 

6. Points out that it is estimated that 

gas imports to the EU will rise until 2030, 

even if gas demand within the EU 

simultaneously stays stagnant or declines; 

stresses that moderating energy demand 

and promoting renewable and local energy 

sources are among the most effective tools 

for reducing dependence on external 

energy; recalls that the EU has significant 

LNG import excess capacity overall, which 

shows the lack of competitiveness of LNG 

in the free market, but that this capacity is 

not evenly distributed in geographical 

terms; 

Or. el 

 

Amendment   41 

Jan Zahradil 

on behalf of the ECR Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 
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Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Points out that it is estimated that 

gas imports to the EU will rise until 2030, 

even if gas demand within the EU 

simultaneously stays stagnant or declines; 

stresses that moderating energy demand 

and promoting renewable and local energy 

sources are among the most effective tools 

for reducing dependence on external 

energy; recalls that the EU has significant 

LNG import excess capacity overall, but 

that this capacity is not evenly distributed 

in geographical terms; 

6. Points out that it is estimated that 

gas imports to EU Member States will rise 

until 2030, even if gas demand within EU 

Member States simultaneously stays 

stagnant or declines; stresses that 

moderating energy demand and promoting 

renewable and local energy sources are 

among the most effective tools for 

reducing dependence on external energy; 

recalls that EU Member States have 

significant LNG import excess capacity 

overall, but that this capacity is not evenly 

distributed in geographical terms; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   42 

Jan Zahradil 

on behalf of the ECR Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Points out that it is estimated that 

gas imports to the EU will rise until 2030, 

even if gas demand within the EU 

simultaneously stays stagnant or declines; 

stresses that moderating energy demand 

and promoting renewable and local energy 

sources are among the most effective tools 

for reducing dependence on external 

energy; recalls that the EU has significant 

LNG import excess capacity overall, but 

that this capacity is not evenly distributed 

in geographical terms; 

6. Points out that it is estimated that 

gas imports to the EU will rise until 2030, 

even if gas demand within the EU 

simultaneously stays stagnant or declines; 

stresses that moderating energy demand, 

promoting renewable and local energy 

sources and energy efficiency are among 

the most effective tools for reducing 

dependence on external energy; recalls that 

the EU has significant LNG import excess 

capacity overall, but that this capacity is 

not evenly distributed in geographical 

terms; 

Or. en 
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Amendment   43 

Daniel Caspary 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Points out that it is estimated that 

gas imports to the EU will rise until 2030, 

even if gas demand within the EU 

simultaneously stays stagnant or declines; 

stresses that moderating energy demand 

and promoting renewable and local energy 

sources are among the most effective tools 

for reducing dependence on external 

energy; recalls that the EU has significant 

LNG import excess capacity overall, but 

that this capacity is not evenly distributed 

in geographical terms; 

6. Points out that it is estimated that 

gas imports to the EU will rise until 2030, 

even if gas demand within the EU 

simultaneously stays stagnant or declines; 

stresses that moderating energy demand 

and promoting renewable and indigenous 

energy sources are among the most 

effective tools for reducing dependence on 

external energy; recalls that the EU has 

significant LNG import excess capacity 

overall, but that this capacity is not evenly 

distributed in geographical terms; 

Or. de 

 

Amendment   44 

Klaus Buchner 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Points out that it is estimated that 

gas imports to the EU will rise until 2030, 

even if gas demand within the EU 

simultaneously stays stagnant or declines; 

stresses that moderating energy demand 

and promoting renewable and local 

energy sources are among the most 

effective tools for reducing dependence on 

external energy; recalls that the EU has 

significant LNG import excess capacity 

overall, but that this capacity is not evenly 

distributed in geographical terms; 

6. Stresses that reducing energy 

demand and promoting renewable and 

local energy sources backed by energy 

efficiency measures as well as the phase-

out of fossil fuel subsidies are the most 

effective tools for reducing dependence on 

external energy and to reach a fossil fuel 

free economy by 2050; recalls that the EU 

has significant LNG import excess capacity 

overall, but that this capacity is not evenly 

distributed in geographical terms; 

Or. en 
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Amendment   45 

Costas Mavrides 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 – subparagraph 1 (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 Stresses the fact the LNG and gas storage 

shall contribute towards ending any kind 

of energy isolation of the EU Member 

States and regions by supporting the more 

remote and or/less well connected 

Member States and regions in order to 

diversify their sources and routes of 

supply by creating new LNG terminals, 

distribution systems and gas 

interconnectors with reverse flow 

capabilities; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   46 

Seán Kelly 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 – subparagraph 1 (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 Highlights that indigenous production of 

gas in Europe is decreasing and that EU 

output in 2015, at 119 bcm, was 9% down 

on 2014 levels; as a result, stresses the 

need for increased imports and calls on 

the Commission to continue to seek out 

new trading opportunities; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   47 

Jan Zahradil 
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on behalf of the ECR Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6a. Considers that trade policy 

generating significant opportunities for 

EU Member States’ private and public 

companies in clean, secure and efficient 

energy technologies is particularly 

important, especially in light of the 

growing global energy demand, calls for 

significant tariffs reductions on clean 

technologies within the Green Goods 

initiative and also within EU FTAs, which 

must tackle non-tariff barriers to trade in 

energy sources; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   48 

Seán Kelly 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6a. Recalls that the EU has significant 

LNG import capacity overall, but that this 

capacity is not evenly distributed in 

geographical terms; therefore calls for the 

full use of EU regasification capacity and 

the sufficient integration of terminals into 

gas networks across the EU; highlights 

the growing strategic importance of gas 

storage in terms of ensuring a well-

functioning EU gas market, and 

increasing energy security; 

Or. en 
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Amendment   49 

Costas Mavrides 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6a. Stresses that EU should support 

LNG investments, giving priority in the 

more remote and or/less well connected 

Member States and regions, through EU 

financial instruments such as European 

Fund for Strategic Investment and the 

Connecting Europe Facility, that will 

attract global investment capital to the 

EU; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   50 

Helmut Scholz, Stelios Kouloglou 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6a. Takes a critical view of the 

expansion of liquefied gas use in shipping 

and ports, and instead advocates 

expanding shore-side electricity for ships 

while they are in port, which would make 

it possible to use regionally produced 

renewable energy; 

Or. de 

Amendment   51 

Inmaculada Rodríguez-Piñero Fernández 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 
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 6a. Highlights the need to assess 

current and future needs, as well as the 

type of storage and regasification 

infrastructure in the EU; 

Or. es 

Amendment   52 

Seán Kelly 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6b. Expresses concern at the fact that 

in 2015, gas imports from Russia were 7% 

higher than they were in 2014, and at the 

fact that 41% of gas imports from outside 

the EU in 2015 came from Russia; 

highlights that the roles of LNG and gas 

storage, in addition to increased 

efficiencies and renewable energy 

deployment, in reducing dependence on 

Russian gas are vital; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   53 

Seán Kelly 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 c (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6c. Highlights the importance for EU 

Energy Security of the Energy and Raw 

Materials chapter of TTIP; welcomes the 

Commission’s work to remove export 

restrictions to the EU on US gas; 

Or. en 
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Amendment   54 

Seán Kelly 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 d (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6d. Considers the 12.2 bcm per year 

being added to the market in 2016 

through Sabine Pass LNG on the US East 

Coast, along with potentially a further 74 

bcm capacity being added through various 

US projects before 2020, to represent a 

significant opportunity for Europe to 

increase energy trade links with the US; 

believes that the conclusion of work on 

the Energy and Raw materials chapter of 

TTIP will significantly boost EU gas 

supply options; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   55 

Seán Kelly 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 e (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6e. Considers a completed, competitive 

and well-functioning internal gas-market 

with strategic supply points receiving 

LNG imports from extra-EU sources to be 

crucial to securing energy security and 

affordability for EU citizens; recalls, 

therefore, the Union list of Projects of 

Common Interest (PCI) as outlined in 

Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 

2016/89 and urges Member States to work 

towards the completion of the 77 gas 

projects as soon as possible; 

Or. en 
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Amendment   56 

Klaus Buchner 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

7. Points out that LNG trading prices 

have been declining internationally and 

that price differentials between pipeline 

imports and LNG have also decreased; 

considers, therefore, that the key 

challenge is to address bottlenecks and 

energy security concerns in relation both 

to trade and to optimising storage 

capacity. 

7. Points out that LNG trading prices 

have been declining internationally and 

that price differentials between pipeline 

imports and LNG have also decreased; 

reminds, however, of the volatility of gas 

prices and of the irreducible additional 

costs of LNG due to transport, 

liquefaction, shipping and regasification 

that make up the bulk of costs and render 

LNG and related infrastructure 

unprofitable in times of oversupply and 

low gas prices; hence stresses a better use 

of existing infrastructure should be 

prioritised over the construction of new 

ones that in discrepancy with decreasing 

demand could result in significant 

stranded assets; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   57 

Seán Kelly 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

7. Points out that LNG trading prices 

have been declining internationally and 

that price differentials between pipeline 

imports and LNG have also decreased; 

considers, therefore, that the key challenge 

is to address bottlenecks and energy 

security concerns in relation both to trade 

and to optimising storage capacity. 

7. Points out that LNG trading prices 

have been declining internationally and 

that price differentials between pipeline 

imports and LNG have also decreased; also 

points out that the convergence of Asian 

and European LNG prices has led to the 

development of a truly global market, and 

has made Europe an increasingly 
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attractive destination for LNG exports; 
considers, therefore, that the key challenge 

is to address bottlenecks and energy 

security concerns in relation both to trade 

and to optimising storage capacity. 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   58 

Costas Mavrides 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

7. Points out that LNG trading prices 

have been declining internationally and 

that price differentials between pipeline 

imports and LNG have also decreased; 
considers, therefore, that the key challenge 

is to address bottlenecks and energy 

security concerns in relation both to trade 

and to optimising storage capacity. 

7. Pointing out the uncertainties 

in prices in LNG market, considers 

important that the key challenge is to 

address bottlenecks and energy security 

concerns in relation both to trade and to 

optimising storage capacity as well as to 

creating new LNG terminals, to 

optimising the utilisation of new and 

existing LNG terminals and to develop 

interconnections; this will allow cross-

border trade and create competitive and 

well-integrated regional energy markets; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   59 

Notis Marias 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

7. Points out that LNG trading prices 

have been declining internationally and 

that price differentials between pipeline 

imports and LNG have also decreased; 

considers, therefore, that the key 

7. Points out that LNG trading prices 

have been declining internationally and 

that price differentials between pipeline 

imports and LNG have also decreased; 

considers it important also to strengthen 
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challenge is to address bottlenecks and 

energy security concerns in relation both 
to trade and to optimising storage 

capacity. 

long-term contracts in the LNG sector so 

as to limit market crises, to reduce 

exposure to financial risks and to attract 

investment in infrastructure. 

Or. el 

Amendment   60 

Costas Mavrides 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 – subparagraph 1 (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 Points out that the development of new 

LNG terminals and the diversification of 

supply sources, especially in the 

Mediterranean, the Black Sea and 

Caspian region, will allow gas-to-gas 

competition and will replace imports of 

natural gas volumes under oil-indexed 

contracts thus increasing EU bargaining 

power; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   61 

Dita Charanzová 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 7a. Supports the Commission, the 

European External Action Service and 

Member States in their active engagement 

in energy diplomacy in order to promote a 

rule-based, transparent and well-

functioning global gas market; 

Or. en 
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Amendment   62 

Dita Charanzová 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 7b. Stresses the absolute importance 

of secure and accessible LNG storage 

capacities that would make the shared 

infrastructure more flexible and easier to 

adapt to possible supply fluctuation, and 

that would lead to significant energy 

dependence reduction; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment   63 

Dita Charanzová 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 c (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 7c. Points out that European 

companies should not be restricted from 

operating on third countries’ energy 

markets under the same conditions as 

domestic companies; points out that third 

countries’ companies operating on 

European energy markets have to comply 

with European law; points out that such 

entities must have a transparent structure 

enabling to track its shareholders. 

Or. en 

 


